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APPENDIX A 
 

MEDIA REVIEW AND MARKET ANALYSIS 
 

Drone video has captured the attention of the public recently in a way that few things 

can. More than 100 drone hobbyist videos on Youtube have reached at least a million 

views each. Four of those have more than 10 million views—with the top video amassing 

more than 17 million views. These numbers rival the viewing numbers for prime time 

television shows. Bibel (2015) lists ‘Survivor’ as the top view-getter for May 13, 2015—

with only 9.6 million viewers (para 3). 

Drones are also popular in the news. A search for the word drone on Google News 

returns 12,200,000 stories. Narrowing down the search to stories only about ‘drone 

journalism’ returns 71,500 hits. Some of this media attention might be attributed to 

controversy and confusion over the FAA’s regulation (or lack thereof) of drones in the 

U.S. Many of the news articles that I have read contain false, or highly over-simplified 

information about a topic that is far to complex to cover in the space allowed by news 

media. 

Drones have also been popular in the movies. A keyword search for the word drone 

on the Internet Movie Database (IMDB) returns 114 titles.  Many of these are in the 

science fiction genre, and many simply have drones as relatively insignificant plot points. 

However, some, like ‘Ender’s Game’ have prominently featured futuristic versions of
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drones—and have tackled many of the moral and ethical issues surrounding the military 

use of remotely controlled weapons. 

Surprisingly, only been a handful of documentary films about drones have been 

released, and they focus primarily on military uses. There do not appear to be any 

documentary films released, which explore the legal, ethical and aesthetic issues 

surrounding the use of drones by journalists. Because of this, I believe climate would be 

advantageous for a release of this documentary through some public distribution channel. 

Possibilities would include PBS, direct to Netflix, or the iTunes store. I also believe that 

documentary film festivals might be a good venue to get the film out to the public.
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APPENDIX B 
 

CONTENT SOURCES 
 

Interview subjects included Andrew Barra, Aaron Eades, Phil Vandiver, Ben Lynn, 

Brandon Tobias, David Smith, Ssrikant Dandatkaar, Robert Bradley, Josh Lillie, and 

Colin Hinkle. All were firmly committed to the project, and were quite flexible in order 

to help me meet my deadlines. 

Phil Vandiver, Colin Hinkle, and Josh Lillie all provided samples of aerial video. 

Some of this video had been previously recorded, but some was recorded during our 

interview sessions. Ben Lynn supplied some video and still photos he had shot while 

attending a drone conference. WMBD-TV provided Washington IL tornado video free of 

charge. 

Archival video and photos were obtained from the US National Archive via the 

Internet. This video was created by the US government, and as such, is in the public 

domain. 

I composed and recorded the musical score, using Apple’s GarageBand and an 

inexpensive USB Keyboard. 

Jim Browne volunteered to voice the narration free of charge.
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APPENDIX C 
 

BUDGET AND SCHEDULE 
 

Budget 
 

Total costs for this documentary were minimal—less than $200. Expenses consisted 

mainly of three short road trips. I drove from Normal, Illinois to Chicago, Illinois and to 

Charleston, Illinois to record interviews and b-roll. I also made a quick drive to Peoria, 

Illinois to retrieve some tornado video from WMBD-TV. All other shoots were in the 

Bloomington/Normal area. 

As a member of the registered student organization, Student Television Workshop, I 

was able to use that group’s camera, microphones and lighting equipment for shoots. 

Post-production work was completed on my office computer, using Final Cut Pro X, 

Motion and GarageBand. I used my own USB keyboard as a surface control for 

GarageBand when scoring the music. 

All interview subjects and narration talent participated on a voluntary basis. WMBD-

TV supplied video from the Washington tornado free of charge. I had originally planned 

to use student volunteers to help on shoots, but found that it was too hard to schedule 

shoots on short notice.
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Schedule 

The proposal defense was held on April 22. Chair and committee members signed the 

approval form. Interviews began on April 25, with Aaron Eades and Andrew Barra at the 

Illinois News Broadcasters’ Association convention in Normal. The process of logging 

bites began the following day. Using Final Cut Pro X keyword collections, sound bites 

were categorized by the name of the subject, and by the segment of the documentary—as 

well as sub-categories (e.g. the fear category was subdivided into fear of the name, fear of 

privacy invasion and fear of safety.) 

Other interviews were recorded as follows: Phil Vandiver— April 28; Ben Lynn—

May 4; Colin Hinkle and Brandon Tobias—May 13; David Smith—May 14; Ssrikant 

Dandatkaar—May 18; Josh Lillie—May 19.  Logging continued as interview material 

became available. The Washington tornado video was retrieved from WMBD-TV on 

May 20. 

Rough Cut assembly began on May 18, and was completed on May 25. Revisions and 

scoring were completed May 27. 

 

 


