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The scene at Homecoming 1975

1976 Tours

With the Illinois State University
Alumni Association
March 6-14
April 10-18

Mexico

$349

Fly to Guadalajara or Puerto Vallarta via Mexicana Airlines 727, pre-reg istrat ion of rooms,,
transfers and baggage handling, assistance of an escort, meal and beverage service on flight, all
taxes and gratuities, motor coach between cities, seven nights at Posada Guadalajara and
Hacienda del Lobo.

Hawaii

June 15-22

-

$459

.

.Fly to Honolulu via American Airlines. Meals and beverages on flight, Hawaiian flower lei
greeting, deluxe accommodations at Sheraton Princess Kaiulani or similar hotel, s ightseeing tour
of Honolulu and Mount Tantalus by motorcoach, low-·cost optional tours, all gratuities, transfers
and luggage handling, escort and hotel hospitality desk.

'Russia

May 21-28

$747

Flight on new Aeroflot IL-62s, includes air transportation between Moscow and Leningrad. First
class hotels with private bath, 3 meal s a day, daily sightseeing, photo opportunities, welcome and
gala farewell parties, theatre tickets, all gratuities, roundtrip transfers and luggag e handling, escort service and hotel hospitality desk.
Sign up Early! Reservations made on first-received basis. S50 due with reservation for Mexico, S 100
each for Russia, Hawaii. Make checks payable to ISU Alumni Association. Prices are for double occupancy. All three trips to leave from and return to O ' Hare Field , Chicago. Group bus transportation
available from Bloomington to Chicago. Call or write ISU Alumni Association (309-438-2294), Normal, Ill. , 61761, for additional information.

Vol. 8, No. 3
ISU Alumni Tour
Mail Reservation To:
Alumni Office
Illinois State University
Normal, Illinois 61761
Phone: (309) 438-2294
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Womens sports at /SU

Writer tr.~ces history from 1888 to today
The growth of intercollegiate
athletics for women at Illinois State
can be traced from gymnastics exercises in 1888 to the expanding program
of today, including the presence of a
basketball gold medal winner in the recent Pan American and World Games.
At the present, the 250 to 300
sportswomen who actively participate
in women's intercollegiate athletics at
ISU so.m etimes find McCormick Hall
inadequate for athletic contests. But
this is not a new problem. Space needs
are an old problem that has been solved
and then recurred periodically with the
growth of the university and the
women's athletic program.
In 1888, two years after physical
education was introduced to IS(N)U,
President Edwin Hewett asked the
Board of Education for an athletic
facility. "Several years ago we gave
considerable attention to gymnastic
exercises, using the large hall in the
third story of Old Main for this purpose. They were discontinued because
the rhythmic movement of so large a
number seemed to put too great a strain
upon the building," he wrote.
At the same time, Hewett said that
exercise in free gymnastics was being
offered to the young ladies with gratifying results. "But, this cannot be done in
a suitable way unless we have a
building, or the ground floor of a
building for this special purpose." the
president continued. "For ten or twelve
thousand dollars a building might be
erected which would supply this
want. .."
Classes were held in Normal Hall
and Old Main until 1896 when a gymnasium was built in Cook Hall. Forty
thousand dollars was appropriated for
the Cook Hall Gymnasium, and in 1896
an additional appropriation of
$15,000 was made to complete a gymnasium, science· rooms and a library.
Cost of apparatus for the gym was
$750.
By 1919, the Cook Hall gymnasium
was inadequate. In 1916, President
Felmley had included a request for a
new gymnasium in his budget, but this
request was defeated due to pressures
caused by World War I. In 1919, top
priority was given to a building
program which included a new gymnasium costing $225,000, a proposal
which eventually led to the construction of McCormick Hall. The . second
floor plans called for a women's gym_nasium, 90 x 60 feet in size, that would
be used by the women and allow the

large gymnasium to be used for men's
athletics.
The building was completed in 1925
at a reported cost of $177,958, and
remained initially the same until it was
rennovated in 1963 to meet the needs of
the women's physical education
program. At that time the ISU men's
physical education program moved to
Horton Field House.
Another evolution has occurred in
the expansion of programs under
women's physical education. From
classes to clubs to intramurals to extramurals to intercollegiate athletics,
ISU has always been in the forefront of
offering opportunity for women to compete athletically.
Gwen K. Smith, professor of physical
education at ISU, who came to Normal
in 1946 and served for a period as coach
of various women's teams, has been involved in the growth of the program
during the past 29 years.
"When I first came here, the women's
competition was completely intramurally oriented," says Smith.
"Those that didn't know how to play,
we taught them. Those that did, we
gave them an opportunity to play."
· I<rom intramurals, the women's competition expanded into extramurals,
where various schools would assemble
on a given day at one of the state
colleges and compete against one
another.
Competition between schools consisted of these sports days and stressed
the socia,l contact as well as the playing. "There was always a morning
refreshment hour and at the end of the
day, we would get together again,"
says Smith.
A team's yearly schedule consisted of
three events per team per year, says
Betty Wheeler, a student from 1936 to
1940 who is now president of the Alumni Association. "We had regular practice sessions about twice a week. One of
the women faculty members would be
the coach," she adds.
in.the 1!)40's the tennis team's trip to
the Millikin Tennis Tournament was
the only overnight event of the year.
Traveling to a sport's day atone oftl:ie
other state schools would consist of get' ting up at 4:45 a.m. and getting home at
9 or 10 p.m. Travel was by bus.
Obviously the schedules have been
expanded and now include 16 to 20
events per team per year. Teams now
practice up to 10 hours per week.
Sportswomen who qualify for national
competition travel via the air lines to

Remember When? This action photo from the field of
women's sports history at ISU shows a good crowd
watching a spirited bit of action· in a campus field

Oregon, California, Texas, Pennsylvania, etc.
Basketball rules have changed, too.
Smith, who served as Chairperson of
the National Basketball Rule~ Committee for several years, helped
recodifv the rules. "We did a lot of experimentatio:q right here," says Smith.
Actually women had started basketball by playing both ends of the court in
the early part of the century, but some
people felt that this was not ladylike.
Thus the one-end-of-the-court rule was
adopted. In the 1960's it became permissible for women to play both sides
of the basketball court.
Another area that has seen change is
the dress code. In the 1950's proper at.tire was a sweater, skirt and flat-heeled
shoes although high-heeled shoes were
usually carried to events that included
~my kind of banquet or social event.
One problem that has never plagued
the ever-expanding women's athletic
department is lack of talented
sportswomen. ISU has continuously
placed teams in national tournaments
and garnered top twenty honors. The
ISU volleyball team and golf team last
year finished 12th nationally and the
badminton team finished fifth.
At the present time ISU junior
sportswoman Charlotte Lewis of
Peoria has just returned from playing
on the winning USA team in the Pan
American and World Games. Lewis
along with 11 others, was picked from
500 who competed for a berth on the
women's -basketball team.
In 1936, ISU sportswoman Tidye
i\Jlne Pickett (Phillips) was the first
ISU athlete to compete for the United
States Olympic team. She reached the
quarter--f inals of the low hurdles at the
Berlin Games, but suffered a broken
foot when she hit a barrier and was
unable to continue. At one time she
held the women's world indoor record
for the 40-yard dash, and the Canadian
record for the running broad jump.

-

Lewis also is a trackster and placed
fourth nationally last year at the
Association for Intercollegiate
Athletics for Women track meet at Corvallis, Ore.
"ISU has always made provision for
the exceptional woman athlete," says
Smith. "The main change has been the
breadth and geography of the women's
program."
Shirley Roney

hockey game. Since no date or player identification
was available for the photo, Alumni News is interested in obtaining this information for possible
publication in a future issue.

Charlotte Lewis

illinois stgte

alllrn'ni
news
Vol. 8 No. 2 December, 1975
Published by Illinois State University,
Normal, Illinois, 61761. Issued in
March, July, September and December
by the Office of Alumni Services, Rambo
House.·
DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI SERVICES and
DEVELOPMENT: Milton Weisb~cker
EDITOR: J . Russell Steele
PHOTO SERVICE: Nelson R. Smith
Second class postage paid at Normal, II.,
61761
1975-76
Officers and Directors
ISU Alumni Association

Betty Wolfe Wheeler, '40
President, Streator
Eugene P. Jontry, '58
Vice President, Chenoa
Gordon L. Fidler, '51,
Secretary, Ottawa
John L. Baldini, '41,
Treasurer, Bloomington
E. Burton Mercier, '50,
Executive Committee, Normal
Donald Schroeder, '56,
Executive Committee,
Arlington Heights
W. Charles Witte, '71 ,
Executive Committee
Bloomington
Tom Andes, '65,
Belleville
Marion F. Cole, '42,
Chicago
Gerald Curl, '54,
Springfield
Kathleen Gentes, '62,
Fox River Grove
James L. Fisher, '56,
Towson, Maryland
Janet Beardsley Fulk, '64,
Pekin
Joan Love Guenther, '69,
Naperville
Donald B. Johannes, '59,
Belvidere
Richard Manahan, '65,
Bloomington
LeRoy G. Noel, '56,
Iowa City, Iowa
Dorothy Sain Portee, '69,
Bloomington

Page 3

among alumni-1903-39
Pearl Dodbson Hendrix, '03. wonders if she
is the oldest living alumnus . She now lives in
Santa Ana. Calif., and is 95 years old.
Lynn Watson. '22, was a campus .visitor in
October, enroute to the Watson's winter home
in St. Petersburg, Fla. "When the geese start
south from Upper Michigan it's time for us to
move," he commented. The Watsons have a
summer home on Lake Autrain near Marquette, Mich. He recalled being a classmate of
I.D. Taubeneck, 1975 Distinguished Alumnus.
Watson retired in 1959 after serving on the
faculty at East Leyden High School. Fra·nklin
Park, for 31 years in coaching, administrative
and teaching positrons. Each March he works
at the St. Petersburg baseball park during the
spring training games.

Brandt. '41

Parker, ·50

IVlrs. Orville Wheatley, '31. has retired after
teaching at ISU and at Bloomington High
School. She reports that she was the first black
ISU graduate to return to teach at ISU (197274)
IVlrs. Rose Yarger, '31. received the title of
Career Woman of the Y.e ar from the
Bloomington Business and Profess ional
Women's Club in October. She has made a
home in eight different countries as the wife of
a United States government diplomat and now
lives in Normal. She has been a teacher in the
Normal area, but she also has taught English in
Bangkok and Taipei . She is also a free lance
writer.
Correction: The July issue of Alumni News
incorrectly reported that Wesley Tilden of
Claremont, Calif., husband of Lorraine
Frederick Tilden. ·31, has retired. He is active
as an estate manage r. After graduation from
ISU. Mrs. Tilden earned a BA degree from
UCLA and an MA from the Claremont (Calif.)
Graduate School. She plans to teach (Spanish)
ful ltime until 1977 and parttime until 1982.
Dr. G .B. McNeeley, BS '38, has been
elected to the National Air and Space Archives
of Aviation Biographies, a new department of
aviation and space in the Smithsonian Institution in Washington. D.C. He is a founding
member of the Civil Aviation Medical Associa tion lnternatio;1a l and the Space Medicine
Branch of the Aerospace Medical Association.
With election to the archives biographies. his

Swichtenberg, '50

Smith, tennis playe"r Bille Jean King, swimmer
Mark Spitz, rodeo star Larry Mahan, catcher
Johnny Bench, runner Ivory Crockett and
fighter George Foreman.
David .E. Ellison, '43, has bee_n promoted to
the rank of Special Rate, which is the highest
aitainable rate for Army and Air Force Exchange civilians. Ellison's career began in
1956 as a personal branch manager at the
Heidelberg area in Germany. He was reassigned to Europe exchange headquarters in 1957,
progressing to chief of Employee Services and
Administrations in 1962. In 1964 he' was
assigned to the Western Service Center in San
Francisco as chief of Personnel. He moved to_
AAFES headquarters in 1967 as chief of personal policies and procedures, progressing to

1940-49
Leroy Brandt . BS '41. MS '48. is now
superintendent of the Educational Service
Region.- Grundy County, Morris. He resigned
as supe r intendent of Gardner -South
Wilmington High School after 21 years of service to take the new position. Captain of t he
1940 ISU basketball team , Brandt was a coach
and principal at Maroa and Potomac before
moving to Gardner. He earned an advanced
certificate from the University of Illinois in
1954. His wife, Jessica. earned a BS degree
from ISU in 1968 after severa l years as a commuting student.
Robert E. McAdam (40-42). director of
Research Services and Grants at ISU. has
written a sequel to his award-winning
children's book series "Play the Game ." The
book features short stories about well-known
at hletes who faced obstacles that required
value decisions. The series includes vignettes
on baseball pitcher Nolan Ryan, jockey Robyn

James F. Goff, BS '58, MS '59, appointed chairman of the Geography
Department at Mankato State University (Minn.) in June, is able to live with
blindness more as a frustration than a
handicap.
Losing his sight in 1973 because of
diabetes, Goff continues to work as a
professor of geography, and is now
dealing with the many duties of chairman of a major academic department
at the second largest university in
Minnesota.
He has been on the Mankato State
faculty since 1964, after doing graduate
work at the University of Illinois. He
completed his Ph.D requirements at Illinois in 1970.
A recent feature about Goff in the
Mankato State Reporter, student
paper, points to his competence as a
teacher. Goff told a student writer, "A
Mind person can do practically
anything a sighted person can,

Krause, ·54

· deputy director of personnel division in 1972.
In 1974 the Illinois native was reassigned to
Europe as director of Personnel. He is the
recipient of two Meritorious Civilian Awards.
given in recognit ion of outstanding
achievements in initiating, developing, refin ing. implementing, and administering AAFES
personnel programs.
Charles W. Smith. '48. a Danville native.
has retired after serving as supe rintendent of
schools in Wooster. Ohio, for the past 11 years.
Prior to that he was a school official at Little
Miami and Winchester in Ohio, and was a
teacher and coach at Owensville. Ohio. for five
years. A baseball squad member at ISU . he is
also remembered as an independent basket -.
ball player in McLean County while an Illinois
Stat e student.

1950-59
Robert N . Perry, '50. stopped by the Alumni
Office in August to update his add ress as he is
now living in Davenport. Iowa. He was N Club
President. a letterrpan in basketball and track
and served on the Homecoming committee
while a student at ISU .
Paul Reeves, '51. has been a t eacher and
coach in American schools in Germany for 17
years and has been assigned to a school in

Gilmore, ·57

photograph will hang in the Smithsonian In stitution. The new museum building will be
opened July 4 . 1976. McNeely is a
Bloomington physician.

Jim Goff, '58, appointed
Mankato department head

Berlin th is year . A native of Downs. he was on
the baseball and basketball squads at ISU as an
undergraduate.
IV1argaret Eggenberger Parke. '50, has
been named athletic director of the Bismarck Henning School district near Danville . The Illinois High School Association said it has no
record of a woman previously being named to
such a position. She has charge of athletics at
a grade school, junior high and high schoo l.
and continues to teach English . She joined
the school district in 1950as a physical educat ion instructor. Her husband was coach and
athletic director until his death in 1971 . and
she learned a lot about sports from him and
association with his team members. She first
became interested in sports playing ball with
an uncle. A teacher happened to see her pitch
and asked her to pitch for the grade sc hool
team. Margaret has been in there pitc hing ever
since. according to a statewide news feature .
tu,., 1Vlae Patzer. ·5 1, Is an instructor on an
Adult Education Basic Cooking course in Normal . She is a former assistant home adviser for
M cLean County. She and her husband. who
employed by State Farm Insurance. have two
children and live at 307 Highland. Normal.

,s

providing the blind person has adequate training, access to equipment to
help him overcome difficulties, and a
large share of motivation."
"You have to become more aware of
what your other senses are telling you,"
he explains. " . .. I conduct meetings,
type 'letters and write notes the same
way that any other bureaucrat would.
In class I can write and draw maps on
the blackboard, use overhead
transparencies with braille labels and
show slides with the use of a braille list
of titli>s."
"Doors are a problem. People are
always opening doors for me. This
slows me down because I must then
determine where the opening is to
a void running into the end of the open
door. It's usually better to let blind people open their own doors," Goff explains.
A specialist in political geography
and geography of the Soviet Union,
Goff has also designed and published a
war game titled "Winter War" and is
coauthor of a manual "Elements of
Physical Geography."
He is proud of the long history of
geography at Mankato State. An NSF
grant has helped to make possible a
combination cartography, remote sensing and photo lab which makes possible map making with computers and
satellite photography, Graduates of a
Mankato State program of urban and
regional studies are in g◊-od positions
through the U.S., he reports.
Now working on a project to improve
maps for blind people, Goff would also
like to share ideas with ISU graduates
in special education who are teaching
or rehabilitating visually h andicapped
people.
·
·
His wife, Betty, is an assistant
professor of art at Mankato State. Goff
is thP, son of Mr. and Mrs. James (Pim)
Goff, Athens. He would appreciate
hearing from colleagues and acquaintances from the late 50s at Illinois
State,
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Fred J . l<rause, BS ' 54, was recently awaroed a special citation for h(s outstanding ac complishment s as executive director of the
President's Committee on Mental Retarda t ion
The presentation ·was made recently in
Washington. D.C. by the outgoing Secretary of
Hea lth. Education. and Welfare . The citation
read In part. "Mr. Krause was instrumental in
mobil izing the support of major Federal
Departments and Agencies having an input on
programs for mentally retarded persons ."
Jim Hurst. (54-57). a veteran of the Funk
resea rch and development staff. has been appointed acting manager of the soybean
research program in Bloomington.
Roger l<ing. '56. teacher and tennis coach
at Maine West "High School. operates a
successful summer tennis program in Des
Plaines. He was a Redbird tennis letterman in
1954. 1955 and 1956 . He and his wife Eileen
(Shumaker). ·53, reside in Buffalo Grove. They
attended the Homecoming reception and reunion party along wit h Mr. and Mrs. Doug Ploss
of Lake Villa . Ploss. '58. is rem embere d by
many alu mni for his talents as a Gamma Ph i
clown while an unde~g raduate
Glenn J . Swicht enberg, BS '50, MS '60.
EdD '74 . director of instruction for the
Bloom ington publ ic schools. has been appointed dean of students at Illinois Wesleyan
University. He served in th e B loomington
system since his graduation from ISU in 1956
and in 1972 was appoint ed d irector of elementary education for the Bloomington Schools.
His responsibilities at Wesleyan include student life. residentia l programs, career planning, student financial aid. security, psychological counseling and health service.
Duane " Moose" Woltzen , BS ·57_ MS '59,
recently returned from M exico City where he
was manager of the United States basketball
team in the Pan American Games . Basketball
coach at Lakeland College in W isconsin, he
has made nine international trips-seven to
Europe. He was also a member of t he United
States delegation that participated in the
World University Games in 1973 .
Gerald D. Gilmore . '57. was appointed vice
president in charge of a new completion. service and modification cen te r to be located in
Tucson. Ariz., by the A ircraft Div ision of Gates

I

Learjet Corporatioo. The new faci lity will open
in early 1976 and will employ approximately
200 persons. A naval aviator w it h over 15
years of active and reserve service attaining
the rank of Lt. Commander. he is an active pi lot
with a commercial license and instrument
rating. having flown more than 3,000 hours in
both fixed wing and rotary aircraft.
David F. Olson , BS '58, w ho holds a reserve
comm ission as a major in the medical service
corps, graduated from the U.S. Army Com mand and General Staff Col lege, Ft.
Leavenworth, Kans, in Ju ly _ Olson is now a
teacher in Champaign.

1960-69
John F. Orolin, BS '60. received an advanced degree at the 209tli anniversary com mencement at Rutgers State University in New
Jersey in June.
Army Medical Corps Officer. Ronald G.
Wi lli ams. '60, has been promoted to the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel. He is assigned to the
Medical Research Institute as the Assistant
Chief of the Ricketts iology Div ision. Lt
Williams has been certified by t he American
Board of Pediatrics, and is a d iplom ate of the
National Board of Medical Examiners. He and
his w if e and four chi ldren live at Tulip Hill,
Frederic;k, Md.
Franklin H . Van Dyke , '60 . was appo ;nted
as assistan t regiona l - manager, Resale
Marketing, in the Texaco, Inc., new Chicago
Region Office.
Frank (BS '62) and Beverly Spohr (Studnick
'64) visited the Alumni Office and campus
w h ile on vacatidn this summer .
Virginia Cooper McDonald. '63, was
elect ed operations officer by the American
National Bank and Trust Company of Chicago's
board of directors. Active in civic and
professional organizations. she is currently
secretary of the Chicago Chapter of the
Associat ion for Computing Mach inery.

Continued on Page 5
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A veteran, forum leader and an
internationally-known geographer
were honored Homecoming as distinguished alu mni of ISU.
Recognized were Ignatius D.
Taubeneck, Whittier, Calif., for a
lifetime of teaching and public service,
and Thomas F. Barton, Indiana University professor of geography who
has gained national attention for his
work in environmental conservation
and urban planning.
Taubeneck, 83, was a. rural school
teacher and served in World War I
before he earned a degree at ISU in
1922. He was superintendent of schools
at Downs in 1917 and at Minier aftn
the war until 1926.
For 25 years he was chairman of
public speaking and social studies at
Bronxville High School in New York
City. He also conducted the Bronxville
Community Forum for 21 years and
worked with the American School of
the Air on major radio network
programs.
A master's degree graduate of
Teachers College, Columbia Un iversity, he worked with a citizenship education program for Columbia and served
as a volunteer with the United Nations

John Graves, '52, has received
recognition for community leadership
in Columbia, Md., through election to
the village board and his work to improve racia l relations.
A regular tackle for the football Redbirds in the early 50s, Graves is now
district manager for the Washington,
D.C. office of the Social Security Administration.
A feature in the Columbia Forum
cites Graves as "the kind of man who
ins pires confidence-calm , capable
and intelligent ... " The article points
out that Graves received more votes in
the village election than anyone else.
The open housin g plan in Columbia
· is cited by Graves as one of the community's outstanding features. " ... it's
easier here to be non-racist. If someone
makes a racist remark, he's out of place
and people are more likely to tell him
so .. ," Graves comments in the Forum
article.
The popular ISU a lumnus has worked on community advisement committees, neighborhood associations,
PTA's, scouting and area sports activities. " Neighborhood kids refer to me

CORRECTION: Dan Dugan. '64. was named
president and chief operating officer of the
First National Bank of Madison, Ind. An error in
the September issue of Alumni News listed
Gene Stunkel as receiving this promot ion.
IVlarilynn Jean Szecholda. '64, received the
master of education degree form the Alabama
Agricu ltural and M echanica l Univers ity in
August.
Judith Lorenz. BS '64, received the master
of education degree from Middle Tennessee
Stat e University in August.
Rex E. Dorethy, MS "65. was promoted to
associate professor at Ba ll State Univer~ity. He

Inducted into the ISU Athletic Ha ll of Fame in September were (first row, from
left) Edwin Struck, Harold Frye, Lee "Buzz " Capra, Dick Conrad , Annette Rutt

news highlights
Collins night Feb. 10

Thom as - Barton, left, receives distinguished alumn i award from Betty
Wheeler, Alumni Association preside nt, and ISU President Gene A. Budig.

~

- i

Homecoming provided the occasion for a get-together for two 1950 graduates
and their husba nds. From left are Wilma (Forbes) McKinney and Tom M cKinn ey
of Chicago and Freda (Johnson) Ph illips and Ben Phillips of East St. Louis.

Graves

as the man on television," he comments, referring to a TV spot announcement he made for Social Security.
He and his wife Greta, department
manager for a store in Columbia, h ave
four children, Murray, 22, Linda, 19,
Sandra, 14, and Tony, 11.

Roy W. Stevens, r.egular center and
captain of the 1944 ISU football team
during the Navy V-12 years, was
elected presiden t of Hiram Walker Incorporated, Detroit, in May. He had
been vice president for marketing for
the firm since 1973.
Following Navy duty he earned a BS
degree in marketing from the University of Iowa in 1948 and served the CocaCola Company until 1954 when he
moved to General Foods Corporation.
F'rom 1968 to 1973 he was executive
vice president of Rivian a Foods,
Houston, Texas.
He is a member of the Detroit
Athletic Club, Orchard Lake Count ry
Club and the Houston Country Club.
Steven s is vice chairman of the Board
of Direc t ors for the Detroit
Metropolitan YMCA and a member of
the corporate gifts committee of the United Negro· College Fund for Michigan.
Stevens and his wife, Beth, are the
parent~ of three children and live in
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

1.G. Taubeneck, seated, is congratulated as a distinguished a lumnus by Glenn
Dodds, and Robert G. Buzzard (right). M r_s Taubeneck looks on from the left.

CORRECTION : Joy W itkowski Martin, BS
"66, is th e wife of Norman G . Martin, '68; not
Marc ia Warning as re ported in the September
Alumni News. A visit by the Martins at
Homecoming also indicated t hat Norman is
employed at the Army Armament Command at
Rock Island and teaches parttime at Black
Hawk College.
Jane Ayres, "66, is now teach ing language
arts at Heyworth Grade School. She previously
taught for two years at Granite City.
Jacquelyn ( Hayter ) Zaffiri ' 68 is teaching
first grade at Ben Funk. She has taught in Illinois and California.

Lynch, Paul Ziert, Sunne Thomas, Mike Orrison, (second row, from left)
Wardell Vaughn, Guy Homoly, Jerry McGreal, Dennis Nelson, John Ortwerth.
Les Moore, Pau l Sperry and Frank Niepagen.

Chicago area alumni a re planning a
"Doug Collins Night" Feb. 10 at the
downtown Holiday Inn prior to the
basketball game between the Chicago
Bulls and Collins and his Philadelphia
76ers teammates. Game tic kets will be
avai lable in a group.
A socia l hour a n d m eeting will be
scheduled from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Holiday Inn , and bus t ran sportation to and
from Chicago Stadium will be arranged.

Florida dates set

Roy Stevens, V-12 alumnus,
named corporation president

Stevens

Continued from Page 3

speakers research committee and
speakers bureau. He was a Fulbright
lecturer in Manila, the Philippines, in
1952-53 and moderated a television
program, "Todays Challenge for Survival," in California dming recent
years.
Harton , editor of the Journal of
Geography for 15 years, was head of
the Department of Geography and
Geology at Southern Illinois University when he was appointed a professor
at Indiana University in 1947.
A Cornell native, he attended IS U in
1924-25, taught all eight g rades in Day
School, Livingston County from 192527 , and completed work for his
bachelor's degree at ISU in 1930.
Advanced study earned him the Ph.
M degree at the University of Wisconsin and the Ph. D from the University
of Nebraska.
A specialist in environmental conservation, Southeast Asia, educational
geography and urban geography a nd
planning, Barton has written 82 major
research articles, 4 7 geography-ineducation articles, authored five books
(among them: · " Lyndon 'Baines J ohnson; Texas Boy" in 1973) and is coa uthor or contributing auth or for 22
other books.

John Graves, '52, recognized
for community leadership

among alumni.

Hall of Fame, Hc~mecoming photos

Taubeneck, Barton honored
as distinguished-alumni

Alumni meetings are being planned
in Flo1ida at and after the basketball
gam e Feb. 12 at Talahassee between
the IS U Redbirds and Florida State.
A pre-game meeting is being arranged at Florida State University by Eric
Johnson, eme1itus vice president of
!SU and an FS U development staff
member, and Ha l Wilkins, FSU director of development who forme rly held
the same post at ISU. Many of the
group a lso plan to a ttend the basketball game.
Plans are under way for a Friday,
Feb. 13, evening meeting in the Miami
area and a Feb. 14 noon luncheon
meeting in Clearwater.
ISU President Gene A. Budig, Alumni Director Milt Weisbecker a nd K B.
Mercier, member of the executive committee of the a lumni association, and
others plan to attend the various
Florida mP'-'tings .

Area meetings set
The schedule of winter and spring
area meetings around the state for
alumni and parents of students and
prospective students h as been announced by Milt Weisbeckcr ,directorof
alumni services and development.
The first meetings in this program attracted more than 1,500 persons at
seven areas last spri n g. The meetings
arc des igned to bring information
about ISU to the various population
centers in the area served by the University.
The locations and dates are: Rock
Island -Jan. 27, Sheraton; Danville
-Jan . 29, Ramada Inn ; RockfordFeb. 3, Clock Tower Inn;
Springfield- Feb. 5, Holiday Inn
East; Decatur -Feb. 24, Holiday Inn;
LaSalle -Feb. 26, Holiday Inn;
Arlington Heights -March 25, Holiday Inn at Rolling Meadows, and
Dolton -March 30, Ramada Inn.

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Williams , '60
was previously associated with ISU and the
Moline Public Schools. He is an active member
of the National Art Education Association and
the National Educa tion Associatio n. He has
had several artic les published in Art Education
(NES) Journal as he w as a member of the
reviewing staff for the journal.
Richard Manahan, BS '63, MS '70. EdD '75,
has been appointed as system auditor for the
Board of Regents. Springfield. the govern ing
body for ISU. Northern Illinois and Sangamon
State. A member of the ISU com ptroller·s staff
until his current appointment. he is also a new
member of the board of d irectors of the ISU
Alumni Assoc iation. He resides in
Bloomington.
Lee Dueringer. BS '65, has been elected
president of Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity for the
next two years. He is employed w ith Elanco.
the animal division of Eli Lilly.
Suzan ne Carnivale, BS "65. received a MA
degree in Reading at the Northeast M issour i
State University, Kirksville, Mo. in August.
Gerald R. Hi nshaw. BS "65. MS '66. has
been named dean of business services for
Richland Community College, A lma. Mich.
Prior to moving to Michigan. he operated the
Hinshaw Accounting Service in Bloomington.
II. Hinshaw and his wife have two children and
he has been a registered sports official for the
Illinois High School Ath letic Association in
football. basketball and baseball .

Alumni night Jan·. 10
Alumni who live in Central Illinois
will have a special opportunity to see
the basketball Redbirds in action at
Horton Field House Jan. 10 in a 7:30
p.m. game with Oral Roberts University.
Athletic Department and Alumni
Association are arranging seating in a
reserved section for a reduced price
ticket of $2 per person. Tickets must be
ordered in adv~nce by mail or in person
at Alumni Services, Rambo House.

Sally Finch is completing her second year of
parttime teaching on the Monmouth College
staff in the education department. Both Sally
and her husband Robert are 1965 graduates of
ISU in special education.

Cynthia 8 . Adams. BS ' 67, MS '70, a native
Peorian active in athletics. teaching and
coaching, has been appo inted to the Illino is
High School Association executive staff as
assistant to Harry Fitzhugh. IHSA President.
She is the second woman adm inistrator named to the· present IHSA staff and has responsibilit ies for the 12-tournament IHSA girls in t erscholast ic ath letic program. A former
member of the Pekin Lettes women's softball
team. she taught physical education at
Richwoods High School and coached the softball and basketball teams t he past two years
and acted as cheerleader sponsor. M iss
Adams tied for the national championship in
the Junior Girls· Division of the Nationa l Rifle
Association competition at age 14 i n 1958.
IVlerlyn Hepperly. BS '67. MS ' 74. has passed the 1-975 Certified Public Accou ntants examination. He has been on the ISU staff since
1969 and has replaced Richard Manahan as
internal auditor at ISU.
Beverly Morse Keck. BS "67 . received her
master of educat ion from the University of Vermont, Burlington. in May.
Donna Jane Hild, BS '67, received an advanced degree in home economics from
Western Michigan University Kalamazoo. in
August.
John D . Hu -ley, BS '67. was recently appointed principal of Marshall Middle School.
Loves Park. Prior to his principa lship he served
the Harlem School District as director of gifted
programs. He is married to the former Verna
Johnson (BS "67) and they have two
daughters.
Jude Boyer. MA "68. associate dean of stu dent affairs of ISU . became treasure r of the Illinois Gu idance and Personnel Association in
October.

•

1n mE:mory
Manahan, '63
Gary L. Hodgdon, 7 1, in July.
Helen Haughey, NS '29 and BSED '67,
on August 23 in Normal. Helen taught in
McLean schools for 41 yea rs.
Dianne Holloway, '73, on August 23 in
Chicago.
Joseph L. Page, H.S. 1896, on July 26
in Rapid City, S.D.
Ward C. J ohnson, '22, on September
13 in Indiana.
Laverne Foote, '37. in 1975.
Frances E. Foote, '70, in 1975:
Wil liam H. Sterling, ·20. on September
2, 1973.
Dudley Fultz, 1889, on September 7 in
Piper City. He taught in • schools
throughout the Fairbu ry area for 17
yea rs.
James Wilson, a staff member of the
ISU Printing Services from 1967-1969.
died Ju ly 9 following a motorcycle accident near Macomb.

H. V. Calhoun, '22, on September 23 in
Belleville. He was named principal of
Bellevi lle Centra l J unior High School in
1923. Three years later he was named
superinte ndent of the Belleville Public
Schools . Mr . Ca lhoun he ld the
superintendent position fo r 2 1 years,
retiring in 1947. In 1949, Mr. Calho un
was e lected mayor of Belleville and served two terms, retiring in 1957.
Margaret Reynolds, '23, in 1975.
Lucille L. McCarty, '59, in 1975.
Anna F. Gearhart Wall, ·12, in 1975.
Glenn F. Riddle, '49, on December 12,
1974.
Mrs. Fred H. Scholl, '28. on May 20.
Eugenia Johnson. '02, on October 22 in
Bloomington. Miss J ohnson retired in
1 936 from the Bloomington School
system after 33 years of teaching.

Katherine Carstairs Adolph, ·1 5, died
October 2 in Normal. She was registrar at
ISU following her graduation until 1927
,-ind served as secretary and treasurer of
the Alumni Associat ion for 18 yP.ars.
Howard I. Fieldi ng, an Eng lish Department faculty member for some 30 years
before his reti rement. died September 10
in Normal. Remembered by many of his
former students for his wit, probing
questions, bright flannel shirt and rolled
felt hat. l=ielding was the one of the subjects of a i::>ng memoir about ISU by a lumnus Noroert Blei in the Chicago Tribune
Sunday magazine in- 1970.
Kenyon S. Fletcher, a facu lty member
in industrial arts in the '30s and '40s was
killed October 18 in an auto accident at
his home in Longboat Key, Fla. He had
been an active participant in Florida ISU
alumni meetings for several years.

Mary V. Knight Winterroth, '27, in
1975.
Frances Conkey, emerita professor of
home economics. died October 1 2 at her
h0me in Duart, Calif. She had been an inva lid for severa l years. Graveside services were he ld in Homer (Ill.) where she
taught prior to coming to ISl,J.
Charles Cun liffe, an inventory
specialist at ISU since 1961, died Nov. 9.
A past president of the Civil Service
Council, he was also ISU's representative
to the Civi l Service Advisory Committee
;ind was in the cast of the Passion Play at
the Bloomington Consistery for several
seasons. Campus friends of Cunliffe are
contributing to the University Living
Memorial Scholarship Program through
the ISU Foundation in memory of
Cunliffe.

Hinshaw, '65 .

Jerry Christensen, BA ' 65, MS '70, a native
of Chenoa. is the new principal of MinonkDana-Rutland High School. He and his wife
have three small chi ldren.
Capt . Glen M elton, '66, and his wife. Jan
(Diamond. '65) are now living i n Augsburg ,
about 45 minutes from Munich. They are hoping to learn to snow ski this winter and they do
miss the sports at ISU.
Ellen Remsburg Peck , '66. has authored
another book. A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to Equality. She wrote her first book at the
age of 27 in 1969 and has had severa l published since.
Jerry Barton, BS "66. MS "68. was recently
appointed director of the Decatur Mental
Health Center. Decatur, Ind. He has been with
the Mental Hea lth Center at Ft. Wayne over 4
years and was chosen to head this new com prehensive center in a nearby community .
Jerry and wife. Nancy (Jensen), BS '69 , are the
parents of three children with the latest addition. August 19. a girl. Brooke Anne.

Rodger, '68

IVlike Rutherford, BA '69, Don Jeans. BS
'70, Jim Ho lm. BS '74 have joined the U.S.
Navy Band in Washington. D.C.
Dale R. Martin, BS ' 68. MS '69, has been
named to the Lehigh University faculty
Bethlehem, Pa .. as an instructor of accounting.
He previously taught at Pecatonica (Ill.) High
School and is currently a doctoral candidate at
the University of Kentucky.
Barba ra l<oschel, '68. is cu r rently the
librarian an"d typing teacher at Camp Zama. an
Army base near Tokyo. She reports that travel
opportunities are fantastic and she has
traveled all over Japan plus Hong Kong,
Bangkok, Penang. Singapore, and Manila.
J . Arthur Rodger , BS '68, has been named
associate director for education of the Peace
Corps in Liberia . He directs the activities of approximately 150 vol unteers involved in education programs at seconda ry schools, co lleges
and teacher training institutes.

Continued on Page 6
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Percival R. Roberts, Ill. EdD "68, received a
distinguished teaching and academic service
certificate at Bloom&burg State College, Pa., in
September. He received a cash award of S2, 500 along with the certif icate of excellence.
His teaching and research concerns the interrelatedness of t he arts and deals with in vestigations of aesthetic imagery in theory and
in practice. His publi.shed works include
numerous art icles, 1;ssays, reviews and fi ve
books .

Soong H . Park, BS '73, received the
masters degree from the Universit•; of Iowa in
July.
Nancy (Ebner) Urbanski, ' 69, is presently
teaching hearing impaired students at Joh n F.
Kennedy Middle School in Rockford.
Norman V. M agruder, BS '69, was named a
senior collector in the consumer credit divisio n
of the Continental Bank, Ch icago. He joined
the ba nk in 1973 and lives in Chicago.

Lyons, '72

Mc Bride, '71

Miss Dale C . Barz, BS '69, is one of 100
first-_
y ear students accepted for the evening
d1v1s1on of studies at Salmon P. Chase College
of Law of Northern Kentucky State College,
Covington, Ky.
Laurel (Eldredge) Goetzinger, BS '69, is a
new instructor in voice at the St ate University
College, Fredonia, New York. She has been a
private voice teacher and has appeared
professionally with opera theatre compa nies
and in recital.
Orville J . Fargo. Jr., BS '69, received the
Master's Degree from the University of Iowa in
July.

McDowell, '73

1970-75
J o hn Pryo r, '70, is teaching history and
serves as sophomore football coach for the
Marian Cathol ic High School in Ch icago.
Lt . Gary D . Lawson, BS '70, was decorated
w ith the U.S. Air Force Commendation Medal in recent ceremonies at Korat Royal Thai AFB,
Thailand. Now assigned at Korat. he serves
with a unit of the Pacific Air Forces . He is a
navigator .
Anne B. Walter, MS '70, an Illinois State
University art instructor, has been recognized

for her work as a filmmaker by three independent agencies . Her films have been included in
several national and international compet it ions and have won many awards over the
past two years.
First Lt. Gary M . Bourret, BS '71, has
graduated from t he Strateg ic Ai r Com mands
m issle combat crew operational readi ness
training course at Vandenberg AFB, Cal if. He is
now at Malstrom AFB, Mont., for training and
duty as a missile combat crew member .
Robert McBride, BS '71. MS '74 . has been
appointed to the teaching staff in mathematics
and science at Danville J unior College. A
teaching assistant at ISU w h ile a graduate stu dent, he was also a m ember of the Student Fee
Advisory Board and.the Intercollegiate Ath letic
Council at ISU. He is a member of Phi Sigma
Society.
W. Cha rles Witte, BS '71, a June gra.duate
of the University of Balti more Law School, has
joined the law firm of Prat t, Larkin and
Williams. Bloomington. He is a member of t he
boa rd of directors of the Alu mni Association at
ISU. His wife is t he former Donna Skrinskus,
BS "68, MA '71
Airman JoAnn Morris, BS '71 , has
graduated at Lowry AFB, Colo., from the U .S.
A ir Force supply inventory specialist course
conducted by the Air Training Command . She
is assigned to Lakenheath RAF Station,
England for duty with a unit of t he U.S. A ir
Forces in Europe. Her father resides in Fair,
bury.
Dennis G . Wilson, MA '71, and his w ife Barbara, MA '74, have embarked on the experience of a lifetime, living and teaching in
the Orient. Dennis began teaching in
September at the Nat ional Chengchi University ·1n Taipei in Enqlish literat ure and drama .

Larry Jacob, BS '72 , has a new posit ion with
Ford Mot9r Com pa ny as a safety Engineer ,n
the Michigan Casting Center. Larry is marr ied
to t he former A lice McGrath, BS '68, and they
have one daughter.
David E. Wildt. '72 , was awa rded a Ph D ,n
the Department of Anima l Husbandry and
Physiology at Michigan State Unive rsity in
June. He is residing In Houst on, Texas , where
he is working i n a research pos ition w ith
Baylor College of Medicine.
Carol l<ay (Loeffler) McGaug hey, BS '72 ,
was awarded t he master of education degree
in May at the University of Ma imi , Cora l
Gables, Fla.
I1/lichael J. Wi lson, BA '72 , became an
associate in the law firm of DePew, Grimes,
and Chesley, Bloom ington. He received his law
degree in May from t he Unive rsity of Illinois
·
College of law .
Ens. John R . D oyle , ·7 2, visited t he A lum ni
Office in September . He Is now serving as an
Elect ronics Ma intenance Off icer on the
destroyer USS Wm . M. Wood out of Norfolk,
Virgi nia.
David D. Lyons, BS '72 . is cu rrently working
as a sales rep r esentat ive for McNeil
Laboratories. Inc .. in t he Milwaukee d 1&1r ict.
He is a nat ive of Morris.
l<ew Hong Park. MS '72, has Joined t he
Findlay College facul ty, Findlay, Oh io, as assistant professor of business and economics .
Second Lt. Joh n W . Nafziger, BS '73, was
awarded silver w ings upon his grad uat io n
from U.S. Air Force navigator training at
Mather AFB, Calif., in August. He Is being
assigned to Mac Di ll AFB, Fla., for flying duty in
t he F-4 Phantom.
Philip Brown , BS '73, has been promoted to
assistant buyer for mens sportswear for the
P.A. Bergner Company ,n Peoria .

•

marriages
Karen Ann Hart, '74, to William Bruce Bell
in Auqust in Normal. Karen is employed by
Funk Seeds International as a research assistant in plant pathology. Wi lliam is a student at
ISU majoring in industrial t echnology and occupationa l safety. They reside in Norma l.
Barbara Lee Johnston, '73 , to Robert V.
Luedeke in A ugust in Washington. Barbara is
employed by t he Freeport School District as a
mathematics teacher. Robert earned his
bachelor and master's degrees from Northern
Illinois University and is employed by Freeport
Senior High School as mathematics teacher
and coach . They reside in Freeport.
Elaine Ann Markovich, '73, to David Arthur
Dion, '71, in June. Elaine is teaching Engl ish
and Physical Education and coach ing at Warsaw High School. David is teaching business
subjects and coaching at Hami lton High
School. They reside in Hami lton.

Barbara Jean Gree ley, "69, to Gary R.
Westen, "68, in August in Aurora. Barbara has
been teaching mentally handicapped ch ildren
at Wat seka. Gary is an accountant with FS Co.
of Wi ll -DuPage counties. They reside in Joliet.
Barbara Daunoras, '73, to James C. Burtis
in August in Hudson. Barbara is teaching
speech t herapy at the Bement School System.
James is employed by Kraft Foods in Champaign. They reside in Savoy.
Mary Jean Phinney to Phillip J. Ha mlow,
'73, in Aug ust in Lexington. They reside in Normal. Phillip is a management trainee for
McLean County Service Co.
Deborah K. Lakin to Kenneth G. Legner, '72,
in August in Normal. Deborah received her
bachelor 's degree in psychology from the
College of St. Teresa in Wi nona, Minn. She is
employed as a substitute teac her by Verm ilion
County Schools. Kenneth is employed by
Jamaica School District as a science teacher.
They reside in Fairmount.

M ary Alice Karr, BS '70 and MS '7 1, to
Brian Scott in August in Wapella. Mary is
teaching at the University in Va ncouver . Brian
has a bache lor's degree in art education from
Vancouver and is working on his master's
degree. Mary's eight s isters and nine brothers
were in the wedding pa rty.
Cheryl Frink, BA '72 and MA '73, to Bill
Matzker in August in Bloomington. Cheryl is a
French teacher at O'Fa llon Township High
School Bill is a health and physical education
teacher and coach at the same high school.
They reside in O'Fallon.
Linda Susan Akers to Richard J . J ontry,
'65, in July in La Gr ange. Li nda received her
bachelor of science d egree in education from
the University of Illinois and is employed by

Forest Park School District as a teacher .
Richard is chair man of the language depa rt ment at Downers Grove North High School.
They reside in Lisle.
N ancy Haning, '71, to St ephen Jevyak in
July in Atlanta. N'a ncy has taught at
Carpertersville. Stephen is an operational
auditor for Stone Container Corp. in Chicago.
He will be transferred to the company's plant in
Williamsport. Pa . The couple w ill reside there.

Karen Kosinski, '70 to J. Barry O'Neil in
July. They reside in Mt. Prospect.
J ane E. Layden. '75, to Thomas E.
Sweeney, "69, in July in Hoopeston. Thomas is
a teacher at Homewood-Flossmoor High
School. They reside in Flossmoor .
Mary Ellen Bledsoe, BS ' 71 and MS '72, to
James Patrick Murphy in June in Macomb.
They reside in Macomb.
Lau ra Baker, '74, t o Rev. Kingery
Clingenpeel in July. They reside in Kouts, Ind.
Kathyrn M . Leake. '75, to Richard A.
Stephey in July in Chenoa . They are making
their home in Bloomington. Richard is a senior
at Illinois Wesleyan University major ing in
biology.
Anita P. Barbour to A .L. Haizlip, ·73, i n
August. Anita is a graduate of Northern Illinois
University. A.L. is working towards a J uris
Uoctorate degree at the U of Tulsa College of
Law in Tulsa, Okla .
Cynthia Anne Jones, '74, to E. Michael
Jones, '74, in May in Moli ne.
Mary A nn Ratkor to Melvin Vineyard, "69.
Mary is a graduate from Mary Grove College in
Detroit, Mi ch . Mel is attending Southern Il linois Universit y working toward his CPA and
MBA.
Jan Fisher, '75, to Jerry Kankaala, '74, in
May.
_
Pamela Sue Wilkening, '75, to D aniel D .
Smith. '75, in October in Normal. They reside
in Florissant. Daniel is employed by A.C.F.
Carter in St. Louis-as an internal auditor.
Valerie Daly; '74. to Scott McDaniel in J une
in Bloomington. They reside in Bloomington.
Va lerie is employed by a photo finishing l·ab.
Scott is attending Illinois W esleyan Un iversity.
Ellen Louise Bowers, '75, to Michael Eugene Blanford in September in Bloomington.
They are making their home in Arli ngton, Texas. Michael is a graduate of Vincennes University, Vincennes, Ind., and is employed as a
nutritiona l specia list at Dallas Memorial
Hospita l.
Kathleen L. Higgins to Robert A . Muntz,
'72, in May in Streator. Robert is employed as a
ceramic engineer for Dart Industries Inc. of Los
Angeles. Kathleen is a registered nurse. They
are making their home in Streator.
Diane M . Whited , '73. to Daniel C. Fehr i n
June in Roanoke. They are making their home
in Roanoke. Diane is employed by Farmers

State Bank in Benson. Daniel is engaged in
livestock production and grain farming.
Lois Steege, 72 t o Donald D . Wood, ·59
in Sept ember in Bloomington. Lois is employed
by Withers Public Library. Donald is employed
by R. W. Gipson Agency.
Linda Sayers , '70 and 74, to Ja mes
Wheelock in September in Normal. They reside
in Bloomington . Linda is a substitute teacher.
James is a truck driver for McLean County ,Disposal.
Marcia Ziemba. '71 and '74, to Timothy
Kearney, ·7 1, in August in North Chicago.
Marcia teaches second grade at Heyworth
Grade School. Timot hy is completing work on
h is master·s degree, and is employed by Peoria
Association for Retarded Citizens and is
engaged •in farming. They are m aking their
home in Bloomington.
Pau la Wa lker to Dale Janssen, 72. in
August in Palos Heights. They are residing in
Crestwood. Pau la is a graduate of Western Il linois University, and is teaching at Sauk Area
Career Center. Dale is a teacher and coach at
Harold L. Richards High School in A lsip.
Patricia Walters, '70, to Daniel Gould in
August in Kankakee. Daniel is an Associate
Circuit J udge of the 12th Judicial Circu it
assigned to Iroquois County. Patricia is
teach ing Tit le I reading in t he Watseka Unit 9
school system. They are making their home in
Watseka.
Karen S . N ice, 74, to Michael L. M ill igan in
September in Normal. Michael is a 1~75
graduate of t he University of Houston,
Houston, Texas. He is a student at Southern Illinois Un iversity Dental School. They reside in
A ilori

Patricia A. Rankin. '73, to Rodger L Warren
in September in Davenport, Iowa . They are
making their home in Mol ine. Patricia is
em ployed by John Deere Junior High School in
Moline. Rodger is employed by West ern Structura l Company in Moline as a systems
engineer.
Vlasta Sekyra, '75, to Rodney A. Oyer in
June in Meadows. They are residing i n
Wheaton. Vlasta is employed by the Wheaton
Commun ity School District. Rodney has a
bachelor 's degree in bio logy from Nort h Cent ral college and wi'II attend graduate school.
Elaine Weinzier l to Thomas Snyder, '73. in
June in Lincoln. They are residing in Peoria
Heights . Elaine is employed by M arquette
Heights Grade School as a teacher. Thomas is
employed by Mossville Grade School as a
teacher.
Bonnie J . Slater to Robert J. Teske, ·73 and
'74 , in September in Castro Valley, Ca lif . Bonnie is employed by Blue Cross in Oakland,
Cal if. , in medical auditing. Robert is employed
by Ca l Farm Insurance in Ber keley, Ca lif., as
personnel d irect or. They are residing in
Hayward, Calif.

Denise K. D unham, '74, to Jewell K.
M eadors, 75, in August in Chicago.
Diana L. A lbert , '75, to J o h n P . Lally, '72, in
September in Bloomington . They are m aking
their home in Normal. Joh n is employed by
State Farm Insur ance Companies as a data
processing specialist.
D iana Ehrlich . ' 69, to John G . Behnke, '73,
in October in Bloom ington. They reside in Normal. Diana is employed as a first grade t eacher
by Fairview School in Normal. John is city c ir culation representative for The Daily Pa n tagraph.
Cheryl Ulm to Wing Lum, '74, in October in
Normal. Cheryl is a graduate of Adrian College
in Adrian M ich .. and is employed by Proviso
Association for Retarded Citizens in Bellwood
as an instruct or. Wing is a manager tra inee for
Osco Drug Compa ny in Ch icago. They reside in
Oak Par k.
Janet M . Schmitz. '72, to Richard E. Angelo
in October in Bloomington. They are making
their home in Bloomington. Janet is employed
as a teacher by St. Cla re Grade School. Richard
is employed by Georgia Pacific Corp in Normal.
Connie Mille r, '75, to Craig Rients in
September in Flanagan . Connie is employed by
Mason City Grade School as a teacher. Craig is
employed by Funk Seeds International as a
computer operator.
Rebecca Nachbauer to Robin Drechsel, 74,
in October in Rock Island. They are making
their home in Moline. Rebecca is e mployed by
M oline Lutheran Hospita l as a medical
technolog ist. Robin is employed by John Deere
Company.
Lmda J. Vezain. '74, to Edward Volkman in
August. They are living in Streator . Linda is
teaching elementary at St. Mary's School in
Streator . Edward is employed by Owens of Il l inois in Streator.
Maggie C. Keeton, '74, to William B.
Kirkendall, '75. in J une in Greenville. Bill was
a member of the ISU golf team for four years.
and now is a pro golfer, playing on t he Space
M ini Tour in Florida. Maggie is a substitute
teacher. They are making thei r home in
Ga lesburg.
Janet Hartung Diamond, "65. to Glen A .
Melton , '66, in September.
Pamela Sue Wilcox, 73 and ' 75 , t o Tony R .
Dillon, '74, in October in Bloomington. Bot h
are voice inst ructors at Nort heast M issouri
State University. Dillon is also director of the
un iversity's prepatory music progr am.
Jan ie Winebr inner to Lonnie Kerley, '74, in
October in Waynesvi lle. Lonnie is employed by
Corn Belt FS in Cli nton, Ill inois and t hey reside
in Heyworth .
Pamela Dorethy, '74, to Pau l McClur e in
October in Normal. Pa m is employed by Dr. Hal
C. Adelman and Paul is attending ISU. The couple resides in B loomington.

•
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Michael Espinoza . BS '73. has been appointed as an instructor in auto mechanics at
Ca rl Sandburg College. ·Galesburg. He
operated his own engine repair business for
two years.
David W. Jameson, BS '73, MS '73, entered
Northwestern University Dental School , in
Chicago this fall.
Gregory A . Scott. '73, was named an estate
administrator in the trust department of the
Continental Bank. Chicago. He currently is
attending John Marshall Law School in
Chicago.
John Donovan, MA '73, is teaching speech
and English and directing drama activities at
Pontiac Township High School.
Carolyn Stegnar, BA '74, is teaching French
and English at Pontiac Township High School
and she will sponsor the French Club.
Gary Tesdal. BS '73, joined the Pontiac
Township High School mathematics department and co-sponsors the sophomore class
and serves as an assistant basketball coach.
He was previously a teacher and coach at
Leland High School.
Charles Franklin. BS '73, and Connie
Walter ·Franklin BS '73, write that they are
now living in Washington. Charles works as a
building materials salesman for Bramlet and
Company in East Peoria, while Connie works
as a substitute teacher in several school districts in Peoria and Tazewell counties. They
have one daughter, Christine.
Judith Thomas Hardesty, BS '73, is working as the speech pathologist for the Valley
Heights School District, Waterville. Kans.
John C. McDowell, '73, has been commissioned a second lieutenant in the U .S. Air
Force upon graduation in June from officer

•

marriages
Janice Wyant to Guy Fincham, '74, in July
in Colfax. They reside in Maywood. Guy is
attending Loyola University Dental School.
Janice was employed by State Farm Insurance
Co.
Jean Ann Jackson. '74, to Larry James
Hack in July in Cullom. Jean is employed by
Tri -Point and Saunemin Schools as a learning
disabilities teacher. Larry, a graduate of
Kankakee Community College. is employed by
Standard Oil Co. in Cullom. They reside in
Cullom.
Kay Brownlee, '73, to Steven L. Swearingen
in July in Sibley. Kay is employed by Oak View
Elementary School in Bolingbrook as a general
music teacher. Steven is a graduate of the University of Illinois and is employed by Roy F.
Western Inc. of Wilmette as an associate
engineer . They reside in Westmont.

Kaye Krueger, '74, to James Wessbecher in
July in Lincoln . They reside in Lincoln . James
is attending ISU majoring in agriculture . He is
employed as a tour guide at New Salem State
Park.
Christina Lynn Jannusch, '73, to Steven L.
Groth in July in Bloomington. Christina is
employed by International Tapetronics Corp. in
Bloomington. Steven is a graduate of University of Illinois with a -degree in agricultural
engineering. He is employed as a test engineer
at Peoria Proving Grounds of Caterpillar Tractor Co. They reside in Morton.
Sandra Bowman, '72. to Don Barnard in
July in El Paso. Sandra is a teacher at Lexington Community Schools. Don is a graduate
of St. Ambrose College and is employed by
State Farm Insurance Co. They reside in
Bloomington.
Deborah Cantrell to James Hesselberth, BA
'67 and MA '69. in June in Rockford. Deborah
is employed by Printer's Ink i n Rockford. James
is employed by Ogilby Transfer in Rockford.
They reside in Rockford.
Judy Haushalter, '74. to Jim Killian in July
in Chenoa. They reside in Towanda.
Jeannine Kiesling to Allen Pickering, '64, in
July in Decatur. They are making their new
home in Lincoln. Jeannine is a graduate of
Western Illinois University and teaches at
Williamsville. Allen is assistant professor and
basketball coach at Lincoln College.
Lyn Phillips, '74. to Ted Barnard, '74, in July
in Chenoa. They are making their home in
Chenoa . Lyn is employed by State Farm Insurance Co. as a computer programmer. Ted is
engaged in farming.
Nancy Spetyla. '72, to Joe Wilcox, '72, in
June. Nancy is teaching English at Conant
High School in Hoffman Estates and Joe is
employed by Borel Restaurants. They live in
Arlington Heights.
·
Connie Saluto, '73. to Bill Langford in
August in Bloomington. Connie is a teacher at
· Danville teaching trainable mentally handicapped children at Washington School. Bill is
employed by Central Foundry in Tilton. They
reside in ·Danville.
Regina Johnson, '70, to Joseph Bellott in
August in Colfax. Regina is a teacher at

training school at Lakeland Air Force Base,
Texas. McDowell was selected through com petitive examination for attendance at the
school and is at present an aircraft
maintenance officer at Chanute Air Force Base
in Rantoul. His wife Linda is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Fred J . Raabe of Hillview.
Deborah Hopkins, BS '73, is teaching third
grade at Ben Funk school.
Rena Marchiorello, BS '74, is teaching second grade at Ben Funk. She previously taught
in Streator.
Gregg Huette, BS '74, just completed the
last phase of a training period in Transcendental Mediation in Isola, France. He wi ll become a
full -t ime teacher of Transcendental Meditation .
Gerald Simac, BS '74, has been appointed
full time art coordinator and instructor for the
Mclean County Bicentennial Arts Festival.
Gary Dean Tiffany, '74, has accepted a
position as sales representative for
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, working out of the Peoria district office.
Terry Grush,' MS '74, is entering his second
season with the Florida Symphony in Orlando.
He was a bassoonist with the BloomingtonN or ma I Symphony, the Bloomington
Municipal Band and the Peoria Symphony .
Cindy Cornelius, BS '74. is teaching third
grade at Flanagan. She lives in Bloomington.
Gary Reedy, BS '75, is the . vocational
teacher in a special education program being
conducted at Salem Children 's Home in
Flanagan.
Lawrence Kroll, BS '75, is the vocational
teacher in a special education program being
conducted at Salem Children's Home in
Flanagan.
Lawrence Kross. BS '74, has been named to
the new position of managing vice president of

Streator Schools. Joseph is a graduate of Illinois Valley Junior College and is employed by
District 45 schools. They reside in Streator.
Denise K. Leman, '74, to Curtis R. Knepp in
July in Goodfield. They are making their home
in Roanoke. Denise is a teacher at Metamora
Grade School. Curtis is employed by Shorty's
Barber Shop in Normal.
Charmaine S . Manahan, '74, to Tom R. Hall
in August in Saybrook. Charmaine is working
on her master's degree in business education
at ISU and is employed as a legal secretary by
Finfrock Law Offices in Urbana. Tom is
employed by Dillsburg Grain Elevator. They
reside in Ludlow .
Jeanne Rice to James Meaker, '69, in
August in Bloomington. Jeanne is a secretary
for State Farm Insurance Co. and Jim is an accounting supervisor for the same company.
They reside in Bloomington.
Mary F. Martin to Lawrence L. Ponser, '73,
in August in Bloomington. They are making
their home in Normal. Mary is a senior at ISU.
Larry is employed by State Farm Insurance Co.
as a data processing specialist.
Deborah Stauffer, '73, to Selby Hubbard in
August in Normal. Deborah is a teacher at
Quincy Senior High School and teaches home
economics. Selby is a senior at Quincy College.
They reside in Quincy.
Karen Kay Wilcox, '74, t o Ronald A. Storms
in August in Mclean. Karen is employed by
Country Life Insurance Co. They reside in
Blomington.
·
Pamela S. Mills, '71, to David L. Melvin in
July. They are making their home in Geneva.
David is a graduate of Aurora College.
Nancy J. O'Brien to Kenneth L. Kennedy,
'69. in August in Bloomington. They reside in
Normal. Nancy is employed by Bergners and is
attending ISU. Kenneth is attend.i ng graduate
school at ISU and is employed by Sears,
Roebuck, Co.
Pamela Burd, '74, to Scott E. Breuning, BS
'72 and MS '73 in July. Pam is the Orchestra
Director at Yorkville High School. Scott is a
Guidance Counselor in the Coal City School
System. They reside in Morris.
Velma Lee Keeton, '74, to Kevin E.
Cochrane, '74, in March in Greenvi lle. Kevin
was a four year ISU baseball team member.
Velma teaches second grade in Lisle. They are
making their home in Downers Grove.
Diane S. Wilson, '73, to John Rogers, '74,
in July.• They are living in Shannon. John is
elementary principal and high school guidance
counselor. Diane has been teaching history
and is librarian at Scales Mound High School
for the past two years.
Sue Klinger to Dan Hogan. '73, in August in
Worchester. They were college sweethearts.
Dan was in the Mets minor league season .
Teresa Marie Culkin to William E. Harn, '75.
in August in Chatsworth. Teresa is employed
at Marquette General Hospital in Marquette,
Michigan. William is a graduate assistant in
speech pathology at Northern Michigan University. They reside at Marquette, Mich.
Diane K. Schmidgall to Scott A'. Koch, '75.

Original Smith Printing Company in
Bloomington.
Gregg Makovic, BS '74, has enrolled in the
Illinois College of Pediatric Medicine, in
Chicago. At the end of the four-year
curricu_lum he will receive a doctor of pediatric
medicine degree.
Kenneth L. Voss, '74, is owner-publishereditor of the Illinois Entertainer, a musicpaper,
which has provided a means to market the
music culture in Chicago.
Marilynn Jean Szecholda , BA '74. received
an advanced degree in August from the
Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University, Huntsville.
Loreen M . McGinty, BS '74, has joined the
M. Hohner musical instrument company as
director of public relations, based in Hicksville,
New York. She will handle corp.orate public
relations; product publicity for the Hohner
lines of harmonicas, keyboards, guitars, accordians, and other instruments.

Ceila Tews. '75, is serving as librarian and
girls physical education instructor.
Peter Garfield, MM '74, has been given a
one- year contract with the Jerusalem
Symphony Orchestra which will be on tour in
the United States this winter. He spent last
summer teaching at the Red Fox Summer
Music Camp in Massachusetts.
New teachers in the EIPaso School System
this fall are Carol McGuire, 'BS '74, who is an
individualized instructor; Nancy Schuler, BS
'74, teaching fifth grade; and Lynn Steffen, BS
'75. teaching sixth grade mathematics and
language arts.
Jayne Marie Cook, BA '75, was sworn in as
a second lieutenant by her father, Maj. Clifford
J. Cook, Jr. (ret.) following graduation from ISU
in August. She reported for duty in the Army at
Ft. McClellan, Ala., for orientation school.
Barbara Prendergast, BS '75, is teaching art
at Cornell High School.

in August in Morton. Diane is a student at
Mennonite Hospital School of Nursing. Scott is
employed by Olympia School District.
Marilyn A. McNeil to Marne! Abbott, '75, in
June in Streator. Marne! is a music teacher at
Wyoming High School.
Leslie))._ Norris, '75, to Donald W. Leaver,
'75, in August in Washington. They are making
their home in Bloomington. Donald is
employed by Bloomington Offset Press Inc .
Patricia A . Gilmore, '74, to Andrew 0 .
Wilson in August in Normal. Patricia is
employed by University High School as a
teacher. Andrew is· a student at ISU. They
reside in Normal.
Brenda K. Sawyer, '73, to Steve
Umphress, '71, in August in Granite City. They
are living in Colorado Springs, Colo. Steve is
employed as the marketing assistant for The
Navigators. Brenda teaches home economics
at the Air Force Academy High School.
Leatha Jo Kincade to Daivd Joseph Ryan.
'74, in September in Gibson City. They are
making their home in Itasca. David is employed
by Central Soya Chemergy Division in Chicago.
Gail Ann Dietz to Dennis M . Nolan, '74, in
September in Bloomington. They are making
their home in Normal. Dennis is employed as
an electrician.
Margaret Boi.Jhl, '75. to Ronald Classen in
September in Piper City. Margaret is employed
by Hicks Plaza in Gilman. Ronald is engaged in
farming. They reside i n Ashkum.
Mary Susan Dittmer, '75, to Michael Karl
Kurtz, '74, in August in Mount Prospect. Mary
is a teacher at Farmer City-Mansfield. Mike is a
manager of The Lighting Center in
Bloomington . They reside in Bloomington.
Debra Kay Funk, '75, to William Edward
Ekhoff, '75, in June in Dwight. William
- teaches industr ial arts in Crete.
Susan Eileen Miller, '75, to Dwain A. Harmon in May in Bloomington. They are making
their home in Normal. Dwain is an ISU student
studying computer programming.
Christine L. Miller, '75, to Richard A. Hutton
in August in Peoria. They reside in Normal.
Christine is employed by Roland's. Richard has
an associate degree in fine arts from Illinois
Central College, and is attending ISU.
Ann Martin, '75, to Tim Salansky, '75, in
May in Lincoln. Ann is attending graduate
school at ISU. Tim has received his bachelor's
degree in English from North Central College
in Naperville and received his master's degree
from ISU. He is employed by Brokaw Hospital.
Brenda S. Wellenreiter, '75, to Daniel C.
DeMarco, '73, in May in Bloomington. They
are making their home in Houston, Texas.
Brenda is employed by Marathon Oil Co. as an
accountant. Daniel is employed by M . D.
Anderson.
Kathy Erickson to Scott Kalbacken, '75, in
August in Bloomington. Kathy is a junior at
Peoria Methodist Hospital School of Nursing.
Scott is employed by Bwroughs Business
Machines. They reside in Peoria.
Christine Anne Keegan to John P, Buerkett,
'75, in Julv in Dwight . Christine is a student at

Gregory Mitchell, BS '75, has been elected
secretary of the Student National Environmental Health Association. an organization of
1,000 students from 21 universities
throughout the United States.
_Patti L~llis, '75, an employ of the Unique
G1f_t Shop in Bloomington, was featured in the
Daily Pantagraph for daily calls to the Paul
Dunn show on radio station WJBC. Dunn, a '74
graduate of ISU, and Miss Lollis exchange oneline puns during the morning talk show.
Andres Goeke, BS ·'75, was named research
assistant in the soybean research program at
.Funk Seeds in Bloomington.

Scholarships created
Two new University Living
Memorial Scholarships have been
created through the University Foundation.
They are the Helen Seeley and Ada
Seeley Barton Memorial Scholarship
and the Edwin A. Payne Memorial
Scholarship.
Helen Seeley and Ada Seeley Barton,
sisters who operated rooming houses
for women students for some 40 years,
died some 12 months ago.
Martha and Anna Keaton, friends of
Miss Seeley and·Mrs. Barton, took the
initiative to establish the memorial.
Other friends are invited to contribute
to the Seeley-Barton scholarship.
The Edwin A. Payne Memorial
Scholarship has been made possible by
his mother, Mrs. Susie D. Payne of
Shawnee Mission, Kans., who died in
July.

Evansville, Indiana. John is employed by Ortho
Pharmaceutical Co. They reside at Evansville,
Ind.
Carol Ann Brush. '75, to Donald Edwin Lind
in August in Kankakee. Donald is a senior at
ISU. They reside in Normal.
Saundra J. Breedlove to Michael H. Cotner.
'75, in May in Bloomington. Michael is
employed by State Farm Insurance Co. as a
computer operator. They reside in
Bloomington.
Kathleen Ann Olin, '75. to Patrick Flanigan,
'73. in July in Alexis. Patrick is employed as
manager of the Co-op Bookstore in Normal.
Debra E. Branom, '75, to Jay A. Brandt in
May in Bloomington. They are making their
home in Bloomington. Jay is a student at Illinois Wesleyan University.

Janet D . Poynter, '73, to Terrance L.
Pombert in August in Escondido, Calif. Janet is
employed by Safeway Co. as a cashier.
Terrance is employed by Autotronics Systems
Inc. 'Ind is an Amway Distributor. They reside
in San Mar·cos. Calif.
Carol D . Ringger, '73, to Bryon J. Stroller in
August in Gridley. Carol was employed by Carson Pirie Scott & Co. in Chicago. Bryon is a
graduate from Illinois Wesleyan University and
is employed by Hart-Carter in Gridley. They
reside in Gridley.
Debra A . Thor, '74, to Ronald C . Aggertt,
'74, in February. Debra is employed by Country
Companies Insurance as a secretary. Ron is
now employed as the FS salesman in
Macoupin County. They reside in Carlinville.
Linda Hackl, '71. to H. Ted Grueber in
August. Ted is a lawyer employed in Chicago.
Linda received her master's degree in education from National College of Education in
Evanston in August.
Diane Rollman. '74, to Chuck Schrock. '74,
i n July in Springfield. Diane is employed by
Aetna Insurance in Peoria. Chuck is employed
by Clifton, Gunderson CPA in Peoria . They are
making their home in Eureka.
Christine Ann Mahoney to Gerald
Strickland. BS ·59 and MS '6B. in August in
Pekin. They are making their home in
Bloomington. Gerald is employed by State
Farm Insurance Co. Christine is a graduate of
University of Arizona.
Janet Gillet. '74. to Harry W. Schubbe in
August in Bloomington. Janet is employed by
Owens Nursery and also by the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services as a
youth advocate. Harry is employed by
Nussbaum Trucking Inc. in Normal. They are
making.their home in Bloomington.
Jeanette M . Wilke, '72, to Brent Vyduna in
July in Bloomington. Jeanette is employed as a
teacher and he is a graduate. of the University
Jf Illinois and employed as an electrical
engineer. They reside in Longmont, Colo.
Phyllis Spivey. '73, to Tom Kovalik. '74, in
May in Streator. Tom is a supervisor for
Roadway Express in Chicago. Phyllis is
employed by Mary Lester Fabrics. They live in
Hinsdale.

Ever want to own a parade?
Ten years ago Dick Streckfuss
bought a Christmas parade with a $300
loan from his company Credit Union
a nd $1,200 from a bank that demanded
to remain a nonymous.
The bank presiden t told him, " Don 't
tell a nyone you borrowed money on a
parade from this bank."
In his 10th season Dick s till owes
money to the ba nk, but it's not the same
$1,200. The parade has been built,
rebuilt, financed a nd refinanced. It
now grosses about $80,000 a year.
Between Nov. 17 and Dec. 7 the
collection of toy soldiers, Bremen town
musicians, Pied Piper and scores of
other storybook characters will be
marching a lmost daily in 17 cities from
Sioux Falls, S.D., to BloomingtonNormal.
Children will giggle at the clowns
and billy goats in Austin, Minn. , Des
Moines a nd Kankakee. They'll blink or
bubble as the Good Ship '76 a nd
Cinderella's Coach go by in Davenport
and Streator, and the giant elepha nts,
lions, camels and giraffes fill the
streets of Cedar Falls and Park Ridge.
Everybody will cheer Santa Cla us
pulled by eight reindeer plus Rudolph
on a 30-foot float. And, of course, the
adults will smile.
Dick Streckfuss will smile when the
parade season is over. The euphoria
might last until January, when h e
starts to build and schedule for next
year.
How did this 1956 graduate of Illinois
State University get wound up so
durably in a Santa Claus parade? The
question might defy answering. Even
when he first had the parade Dick
seemed confused by what h a d happened to him.
The parade had been developed
about 1950 by a Clinton sign painter
na med O.C. Polston. In the early 1960s
Polston sold it to the city of Decatur. Its
main units were nine floats featurin g
Mother Goose, Goldilocks and other
storybook stars.
Streckfuss, who taught school before
becoming a reporter for the Pantagraph in 1958, was assigned to watch
Bloomington's parade in 1965. It was
an out-of-state import with a s treetful
of soiled ball'oons.
" I thought Bloomington n eeded
some floats, " Dick decided, "and I
happened to know where some were. So
I wrote to Decatur.

Dick Streckfuss (class of '56), Bloomington Pantagraph city editor, takes his annual vacation in

"I was always doing things like this
and nothing ever came of them. This
time I got a letter back saying yes. I
couldn't believe it."
But he went on down to give the stuff
a look. There in a barn a t the Decatur
fairgrounds were the floa ts and walking figures, all needing a lot of repair
and pa int and trim. Dick was h ooked.
" Decatur wanted to sell. They said
$1,500. I said, s ure."
In the first season of 1966 the parade
required 15 people, 10 cars and two
trucks to haul it from town to town.
In the ~onths before that h ad come
something like 1,000 hours of involvement by Streckfuss, who continued in
his Pa ntagraph job, a nd a t least 2,000
hours by his wife Mary J ane, erstwhile
housewife.
Uncounted other hours by friends,
relatives, part-time hands and assorted
lookers-on were. expended.

The apple festi val parade in Columbus. Ind., is o ne of the f irst of the season for
Streckfuss and his storybook cha racters.

November and December to present Christmas
parades throughout Illinois and a number of other
midwestern st at es.

''On that first trip to LaSalle," Dick
was recalling recently, "wheels fell off,
trailers jackknived, ta rpa ulins s plit, it
rained, it snowed-it was awful."
But he grossed $8,000 from the five
'66 parades and thought he was lucky
to hold his n et loss to a couple of thousand. "We didn't expect to make money
the first year ," he said.
Things have gotten better. Dick still
puts a lot of hours into.the parade even
though he has been city editor at the
Pantagraph the last three years.
Ma ry Jane, who married Streckfuss
while both were teaching at
Brentwood, Mo., in 1957, still works
2,000 hours a year making costumes,
painting, writing letters and doing 100
other litt le chores. When she isn't busy
she keeps house for Dick a nd their four
children.
But the parade now moves from town
to town with eight people, one truck
a nd five cars. Two cars pull the Santa
Cla us and Miss Merry Christmas
floats remaining from Polston's collection. Others pull the Good Ship '76 and
a 30-foot trailer.
In the truck a nd trailer are the toy
soldiers, Brem entown mus icians,
elves, snowmen, alligators, eagles,
clowns, tigers, gorillas and Chicken
Little-15 0 parade h eads wi t h
costumes.
Also packed for travel are signs,
flags and figures for the "Uncle Sam's
Circus" part of the parade, a long with
8-foot elephants and 12-foot giraffes, a
12-foot wolf with the three little pigs,
a nd Pied Piper, another 12-footer, with
six rats and a sign carrier to follow him.
.Jick is a modern-day Pied Piper only
in spirit. He works too hard setting up
the P?rades to le<1,d them. In each city
he needs 158 volunteers 5-feet-2 or
taller. They wear the heads. In addition , 17 children between 5 and 9 ride in
the giant animals or on the floats.
"Streckfuss Enterprises will have a
crew of eight to organize the
volunteers, costume them and get th em
into the lineup," says the a dva nce
'iterature. "Volunteers s hould report
l 1/~ hours prior to parade time."
The crew of eight includes two or
three of Dick's Pa-n tagraph associates

a nd one of his sons, Da vid, 16, who
brings a friend along. Another son ,
George, 17, would go on the route except
for his athletic career (basketball a nd
baseball) at Normal Community High
School.
Two younger Streckfusses, Matthew,
3, and Amy, 2, aren 't quite old enough
for parade jobs yet. They stay at home
in Hudson with Grandma when the
~roupe moves out.
The parade season isn't the whole
show for the Streckfusses. From May
in to October they send units to
festivals all over t he Midwest. It might
be a tobacco festival in Edgerton, Wis ..,
a blossom festival in Benton Harbor,
Mich., or an apple festival in Columbus, Ind.
The summer work is comparatively
easy, usually requiring no layoff from
Dick's main occupation. Or is the city
editor's job his main occupa tion?
" Sometimes I wo nder," says
Streckfuss. " People talk a bout the tension of deadlines in newspaper work.
But I never get anywhere near as tensed up down there as when I'm takin g
off with the parade som ewh ere."
Back at the start whe n Dick talked
about writing to Decatur about buying
a parade, there was no need for
amplification of that line about his
"always doing things like th at." He
a lrea dy was becoming a legend around
the Pantagraph for eccentric beh avior.
In the early 1960s he had operated a
Baby Anima l Circus at Miller P a rk in
Bloomington. (Mary Jane was tending
to a baby lion at home in those days.)
Dick went to Mexico for a period in
1963-64 to write s hort stories. But he
ended up hanging around Mexican circuses.
He came back with a two-man giraffe
costume a nd a pair of prodigious clown
shoes. Bui he turned down a man who
tried to sell him the U.S. franchise for
peddling 35- foot-lo n g an imated
dinosaurs. Sometimes in the years
a fter that he wondered if he had passd
up a wonderful opportunity with the
dinosaurs .
" Well, " he said, "a t least I've got a
parade." " He's got a parade," said
Mary Jane.
Tom Gumbrell, '50
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The scene at Homecoming 1975

1976 Tours

With the Illinois State University
Alumni Association
March 6-14
April 10-18

Mexico

$349

Fly to Guadalajara or Puerto Vallarta via Mexicana Airlines 727, pre-reg istrat ion of rooms,,
transfers and baggage handling, assistance of an escort, meal and beverage service on flight, all
taxes and gratuities, motor coach between cities, seven nights at Posada Guadalajara and
Hacienda del Lobo.

Hawaii

June 15-22

-

$459

.

.Fly to Honolulu via American Airlines. Meals and beverages on flight, Hawaiian flower lei
greeting, deluxe accommodations at Sheraton Princess Kaiulani or similar hotel, s ightseeing tour
of Honolulu and Mount Tantalus by motorcoach, low-·cost optional tours, all gratuities, transfers
and luggage handling, escort and hotel hospitality desk.

'Russia

May 21-28

$747

Flight on new Aeroflot IL-62s, includes air transportation between Moscow and Leningrad. First
class hotels with private bath, 3 meal s a day, daily sightseeing, photo opportunities, welcome and
gala farewell parties, theatre tickets, all gratuities, roundtrip transfers and luggag e handling, escort service and hotel hospitality desk.
Sign up Early! Reservations made on first-received basis. S50 due with reservation for Mexico, S 100
each for Russia, Hawaii. Make checks payable to ISU Alumni Association. Prices are for double occupancy. All three trips to leave from and return to O ' Hare Field , Chicago. Group bus transportation
available from Bloomington to Chicago. Call or write ISU Alumni Association (309-438-2294), Normal, Ill. , 61761, for additional information.

Vol. 8, No. 3
ISU Alumni Tour
Mail Reservation To:
Alumni Office
Illinois State University
Normal, Illinois 61761
Phone: (309) 438-2294
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