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I 
VOLUME IV 

• 

THE ALPHABET 
SPRING, 1954 

DEDICATION 

This issue of "The Alphabet" is gratefully dedicated to the mem
bers of Epsilon - the perfect hosts! 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 
Executive Council 

1953-54 
President - Betty Barrow, 

Andalusia , Alabama. 
V icecPresident - Virginia Shillings, 

Terr e Haute, Indiana. 
Treasurer - Pat Hankins, 

Coushatta, Louisiana. 
Executive Secretary - Dr. Eugene 

P . Watson, Natchitoches, La. 
Counsilmen : District 1, Rebecca Ad

ams, Dallas Texas; District 2, Joan 
Neal, Kosciusko, Mississippi; Dis
trict 3, Betsy Carr, Cadiz, Ken
tucky; Dist r ict 4, Miss Mary Hel
vey, Athens, West Virginia; Dis
trict 5, l\.1r. Robert J·ones, Tempe, 
Ariz·ona. 

dJ'UUn ~ t~ 
Sec~ ~I/ice 

A super-tremendous orchid is due 
Epsilon and everyone who con
tributed to the success of the Nation
al Convention-a success far exceed• 
ing our fondest hopes! Thanks! ! ! 

We are happy to announce that, 
as we go to press, plans are being 
completed for the installation of two 
new Chapters-Kappa, at Millerville 
State Teachers College, Penn., on 
May 12; and Lambda, at Louisiana 
Sta te University, on May 14. 

We congratulate Eta, the chapter 
which has enrolled the largest num
ber of Alumni Members during 1953-
54 ! 

Congratulations are also in order 
for Zeta because of the very fine "Li
brary Handbook" prepared for the 
users of the Concord College Library. 

We are pleased to note that Gam
ma and Zeta Chapters are now using 
official ABA letterhead stationery. 

The Nominating Committee, Donna 
Baily (Gamma), Yonova Muncy 
(Theta ), and Mary Jane Weaver 
(Beta), have nominated the follow
ing as National Officers for 1964-55 
-President Rebecca Adams (Eta) ; 

• Vice-President, Jane Horner (Gam
ma); Treasurer, Fleming Thomas 
(Alpha); and Executive - Secretary, 
Dr. Eugene P. Watson (Alpha). 

Alumni Members, note that begin
ning next fall "The Alphabet" will 
be issued three times per year instead 
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Ylew members 
ALPHA CHAPTER 

Student Members: Mary B. Bailey, 
Claiborne, La.; Catherine Basco, Gor
um, La.; Daisy Cox, Natchitoches, 
La.; Bessie Mae Davis, Baton Rouge, 
La.; Barbara Johnson, Pioneer, La.; 
Wanda Jordan, Natchtoches, La.; Nell 
Morgan, Shongaloo, La.; Frank Petty, 
Mansfield, La. ; and Marcy Wallace, 
Montgomery, La. 

Professional Members: Mr. Carroll 
Bennett, Natchitoches, La.; and Miss 
Mary Robson, Natchitoches, La. 

Alumnf Me1l'lber: Mrs. Laura Jones 
Bowers, ·200 • Madison St., Canton, 
Miss. 

BETA CHAPTER 
Student Members: Cleo Battle, 

Jackson, Miss.; Earline Brister, Mc
Comb, Miss.; Patti Carr, Sumner, 
Miss.; Mabel Claire Davis, Benoit 
Miss.; Mary Helmes, Greenville, 
Miss.; Myrtice Helmes, Greenville, 
Miss.; Frances Kea, Rulesville, Miss.; 
Sally Ann McLeod, Jackson, Miss.; 
Ouida Steele, Starkville, Miss.; Lake 
Strain, Tupelo, Miss.; Jackie Tilly, 
Indianola, Miss.; Shirley Triplett, 
Macon, Miss.; and Mary Virginia 
Younger, Louisville, Miss. 
GAMMA CHAPTER 

Student Members: Hilda Aishe, 
Odon, Ind.; Joyce Collins, Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Jane Horner, Paoli, Ind.; 
Jeanette Inaba, Kealahehua, Hawaii; 
Carol Molter, Terre Haute, Ind.; 
Helen Mosteller, Brazil, Ind. ; Mari
lyn Nale, Brazil, Ind.; Rose Williams, 
Odon, Ind. ; and Sara Youman, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

DELTA CHAPTER 
Student Members: Jean Buford, 

Hurtsboro, Ala.; and Alma Shaw, 
Aliceville, Ala. 

EPSILON CHAPTER 
Student Members: Betsy Carr, 

Cadiz, Ky.; Frances Fox, Paducah, 
Ky.; Dorothy Spence, Sheridan, Ky.; 

of twice. Since our little magazine 
is published especially for you, and 
we really and truly want you to get 
every issue, won't you please let us 
know if you fail to receive your issue 
regularly-and do let us know when
ever you change your address. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Lorena Cullison (Gamma) 
Sarah McClurkin Motherwell (Delta) 
Cornelia Eastland (Alpha) 

and Jacquelyn Vaughan, Frankfort, 
Ky. 

Professional Member: Dr. Hensley 
Woodbridge, Murray Ky. 

Alumni Members: Anna Mae Bo
linger, Pleasant Hill, Ill.; Mrs. Lucile 
Mitchell, Paducah, Ky.; Glenna Pier
sall, Fort Campbell, Ky. 

ZETA CHAPTER 
Alumni Member: Juanita Grant, 

·Bluefield, W. Va. 

ETA CHAPTER 
Student Members: Dolories Hodde, 

Brenham, Tex.; Jane Killingsworth, 
Mineola, Tex.; Marjorie Scantland, 
Texarkana, Tex.; Charlene Seth, 
Leachburg, Pa.; and Laura Wisdom, 
Bonham, Tex. 

Professional Members: Miss Gene
vieve Dixon, Denton, Tex. ; and Miss 
Dora Floyd, Denton, Tex. 

Alumni Members : Naomi Bearden, 
Cokesbury Book Store, Dallas, Tex.; 
Elizabeth Frances Cabron, Graduate 
School, TSCW, Denton, Tex.; Selma 
Dewitt, Librarian, Sinton High 
School, Sinton, Tex.; Jean Dickinson, 
Texarkana, Tex.; Mary Ann Dodd, 
Librarian, Simms Public Library, 
Simms, Tex.; Marcelle Foster, Librar
ian, Thomas Jefferson High School, 
Port Arthur, Tex.; Renee B. Feeney, 
Librarian, Denton High School, Den
ton, Tex.; Mrs. Ruby Fitzpatrick, Li
brlaria11, -Celeste .Sch'o.ol, Qeleste, 
Tex.; Mrs. E. R. Gibson, Librarian, 
Ranger Junior College, Ranger, Tex.; 
Joan Hunter, Librarian, Brownsville 
High School, Brownsville, Tex. 

Mrs. Joseph Jackson, Library Con
sul tant, Arkansas Library Commis
sion, Little Rock, Ark.; Mrs. Eliza
beth Johnson, 1112 Bell St., Denton, 
Tex.; Mrs. Helen B. Kraft, Head of 
Dept. of Library Science, Arklansas 
A. & M. College, College Heights, 
Ark.; Sue B. Moseley, Librarian, 
Sanderson High School, Sanderson, 
Tex.; Cecelia Peplowski, 1320 Madi
son Ave., Milwaukee, W~s.; Ad/la 
Powers, Librarian, Olethe High 
School, Olethe, Colo.; Mrs. W. A. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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THE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
(Murray State College, Murray, Kentucky, March 19-20, 1954) 

On Friday, March 19, 1954, mem
bers of Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, 
Epsilon, Zeta, and Eta Chapters, 
and a number of persons outstanding 
in the field of librarianship converged 
on the campus of Murray S'tate Col
lege, Murray, Ky., to participate 
in the most significant convocation 
of undergraduate Library Scie!nce 
students ever held in the United 
States. There was a fun a-plenty, but 
the group worked har'd at the job of 
determining policies and of formu
lating plans for the future develop
ment of the Fraternity as a potent 
national force for the strengthening 
and betterment of librarianship. 

Registration and a preliminary 
business meeting of official delegates 
and officers were held in the morn
ing; and a display was set up, fea
turing the prize-winning ABA scrap
book, wall-plaques of the crest and 
key, and the fraternity jewelry. But 
the Convention was officially launch
ed at 2 :00 p.m., in a large, attractive 
room on the library mezzanine, when 
Dr. Ralph Woods, President of Mur
ray State College, extended the 
heartiest of welcomes to the dele
gates assembled for the first general 
session; Pat Hankins gave a sparkling 
response. Betty Barrow, the presiding 
officer, then recognized the Official 
Chapter Delegates. As the climax to 
this session, Mr. Arthur Hamlin, Ex
ecutive Secretary of the Association 
of College and Reference Libraries, 
delivered the -provocative keynote ad
dress of the Convention, "Unlimited 
Horizons-Th11 College Scene"; it 
was most fitting that Mr. Hamlin 
should speak at the first session be
cause of his close association with 
ABA since its founding, and because 
of the important contributions that 
he has made to the development of 
the Fraternity. 

After the Meeting, members of the 
MSC library staff served tea in the 
lovely Library Science Lounge; then 
followed a conducted tour of the col
lege campus. 

The high-point of the Convention 
was the banquet held on Friday night 
in the grand dining room of the pala
tial Kenlake Hotel, a resort overlook-

ing beautiful Kentuck'y Lake, about 
fifteen miles from Murray. The ex
cellence of the food, the floral dec
orations (including a floral reproduc
tion of the ABA coat-of-arms), the 
candles, the banquet favors, the ex
cellent program, the charming man
ner in which President Barrow pre
sided, all contributed to making the 
occasion a truly festive and enjoyable 
one. 

The invocation was .given by Rev. 
Orville Austin, Pastor of the College 
Presbyterian Church. Dr: Eugene 
Watson read excerpts from various 
communications that had been re
ceived; then he and Miss Rezina Sen
ter, Sponsor of Epsilon, introduced 
the guests present. Miss Louise Gallo
way, Kentucky State Supervisor of 
School Libraries, brought personal 
greetings from the Honorable Law
rence W. Wetherby, Governor of 
Kentucky. After the introductions, 
the assembled group were privileged 
to hear two vocal solos rendered by 
Dr. E. J. Humeston, Director of the 
University of Kentucky Library 
School. Mr. David Clift, Executive 
Secretary of the American Library 
Association, delivered the major ad
dress of the Convention, "The Sound
ing Furrows"; taking his theme from 
a passage in Tennyson's "Ulysses," 
Mr. Clift spoke inspiringly of the ex
tremely important part which librar
ians are called upon to play in the 
troubled and confused world of to
day. Following the address, the genial 
Dr. Woods awarded prizes to the 
people who were fortunate enough 
to have drawn the lucky numbers
the prizes were four handsome lamps 
and a half-dozen pairs of nylon hose; 
a number of bags of popcorn were 
distributed as consolation prizes (all 
prizes were donated by manufactur
ing firms in the city of Murray). The 
evening's activities were concluded 
with a formal initiation ceremony, 
during which five active members 
were inducted into Epsilon Chapter, 
and Mr. Clift became the twelfth 
honorary member of the Fraternity. 

Saturday's events began early with 
a breakfast prepared by the Epsilon
ites for the Executive Council, the 
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Official Chapter Delegates, and the 
Chapter Sponsors; the meal was serv
ed before an open fireplace in the 
cozy and home-like recreation room 
of the annex to the College Presby
terian Church. 

The second general session, which 
was also held on the library mezzan
ine, was called to order at 9 :30 a .m. 
by Vice-President, Virginia Shillings, 
who opened the meeting by introduc
ing Dr. Humeston. Shifting from his 
singing voice to his speaking voice, 
Dr. Humeston gave a most interestinn 
and informative talk on "Horizons 
in the Public and Special Library 
Fields." 

President' Barrow then resumed the 
chair to conduct the business session. 
Dr. Watson discussed the nature and 
purposes of the Fraternity and briefly 
outlined its history since the date of 
its founding, May 3, 195,0; then the 
Official Delegates from each Chapter 
reported on the activities and the 
long-range plans of his Chapter. 
After the reports were completed, 
several proposed projects and variou 3 

other business matters were discussed 
by the members. 

The third and final general session 
was a luncheon-meeting in the dining 
room at the Murray Woman's Club, 
with President Barrow presiding. 
Miss Louise Meredith, Tennessee 
State Supervisor of School Libraries, 
in her down-to-earth talk, "School 
Librarianship and You," discussed the 
nature of school library work, with 
its tribulations and its rich rewards. 
The closing address of the Conven
tion, "The Significance of the Library 
Fraternity Movement," was delivered 
by Dr. Harold Lancour, Associate 
Director of the University o'f Illinois 
Library School, and Sponsor of Beta 
Phi Mu, the Nationanl Library Sci
ence Honor Fraternity. Dr. Lancour 
very effectively pointed out the great 
potentialities for bettering librarian
ship which are to be found in the 
rapidly-developing "fraternity move
ment." 

Saturday afternoon was devoted 
to a tour of the Kentucky Lake re
gion, with its magnificent scenery. 

The Executive Council, the Offi
cial Chapter Delegates, and the Chap
ter Sponsors re-assembled in the 
Presbyterian recreation room for 
supper meeting; after the meal, a 

(Continued on page 4) 



PAGE 4 

THOSE WHO SENT GREETINGS
Hon. Lawrence W. Wetherby, Gov

ernor of Kentucky. 
Miss Flora B. Ludington, Presi

dent, American Library Association. 
Mr. Quincy Mumford, President

Elect, American Library Association. 
Mr. Clarence Graham, Past-Presi

dent, American Library Association. 
Miss Lucile Keckl, President, Spe

cial Libraries Association. 
Dr. Harriet MacPherson, President, 

Association of College and Reference 
Libraries. 

Mr. Guy R. Lyle, President-Elect, 
Association of College and Reference 
Libraries. 

Mrs. Do1·othy H. Crosland, Presi
dent, Southeastern Library Associa
tion. 

Dr. Lawrence S. Thompson, Direc
tor, University of Kentucky Librar
ies, and Honorary Member of ABA. 

Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Director, Joint 
Univer sity Libraries. 

OFFICIAL CHAPTER DELEGATES 
Alpha-Fleming Thomas, Ring-

gold, La. 
Beta-Mary Jane Weaver, Colum-

bus, Miss. 
Gamma-Donna Bailey, Green-

castle, Ind. 
Delta-Rubie Jean Aultman, Tus

caloosa, Ala. 
Epsilon-Brinda Smith, Murray, 

Kentucky. 
Zeta--Joan Hurley, Jalo, W.Va. 
Eta-Rebecca Adams, Dallas, Tex. 
Theta-Mr. Robert Jones* Tempe, 

Arizona. 
Iota-Doris Gourley, San Jose, Cal. 

*Unable to attend the Convention. 

AMONG THOSE PRESENT-
MEMBERS: Honorary: David H. 

Clift, Executive Secretary, American 
Library Association; and Arthur T. 
Hamlin, Executive Secretary, Associ
ation of College and Reference Lib
braries. Alpha Chapter: Student: 
Dorothy Carnahan, Patricia Hankins, 
and Fleming Thomas. Professional : 
Dr . Eugene P. Watson. Beta Chapter: 
Student : Cleo Battle and Mary Jane 
Weaver. Gamm.a Chapter: Student: 
Donna Bailey, Nellie Brattain, Mari
lyn Nale, Virginia Shillings, and 
Sarah Y ouman. Professional: ~ss 
Nelle McCalla. Alumni: Maryann 
Peters. Delta Chapter: Student: Mo
zelle Allen, Rubie Jean Aultman, Bet-
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ty Barrow, and Margaret Morgan. 
Epsilon Chapter: Student: Mary Ann 
Brady, Betsy Carr, Frances Fox, Bar
bara Grubbs, Nell Mabry, Nancy May, 
Brinda Smith, Dorothy Spence, Nellie 
Strickland, and Jacquelyn Vaughn. 
Professional : Miss Rezina Senter and 
Dr. Hensley W-0odbridge. Alumni: 
Anne Mae Bolinger and Glenda Pier
sall. Zeta Chapter: Student: Joan 
Hurley. Eta Chapter: Student: Re
becca Adams. 

NON-MEMBERS: Dr. Ralph Woods, 
President of Murray S'tate College; 
Mrs. Ralph Woods; Dr. Harold Lan
cour, Associate Director, University 
of Illinois. Library School; Dr. E. J. 
Humeston, Director, Univ:ersity of 
Kentucky •Libtary School; Mr. Wil
lian Jesse, Director ,of University of 
Tennesssee Libraries; Miss Louise 
Meredith, Supervisor of Tennessee 
School Libraries; Miss Louise Gallo
way, Supervisor of Kentucky School 
Libraries; Mr. H. D. Ferris, Librarian 
of the Martin Branch of the Univer
sity of Tennessee. 

Mrs. H. D. Ferris ; Miss Ollie Mae 
Williams, Librarian of Betha! Col
lege; Sister Mary Canisius ai:id Sister 
James Ellen, Librarian and Assistant 
Librarian of Nazareth College; Miss 
Mary Elizabeth Hunter, University 
of Alabama Library; Mrs. Ann Coh
ron and Mrs. R. L. Thurston, Murray 
State College Library; Mrs. Hensley 
Woodbridge; Miss Annie Lee Gunter, 
Miss Lochie Hart, Mr. Bob Putman, 
Miss Dolores Vinson, Miss Jean Wig
gins, and Mrs. Wayne Williams, all 
of Murray. Mrs. Romelia H. Adams, 
Librarian of Jefferson County High 
School, Ky.; Sister Julia Frances, 
Librarian of St. Mary's Academy, 
Paducah, Ky.; 

Mrs. Wells Overbey, Librarian of 
Murray High School, Ky.; Miss Pa
tricia Sublette, Librarian of Pana 
High School, Ill.; Mrs. Dale White, 
Librarian of Lyon County High 
School, Ky.; a group of pupils from 
Ballard High S'chool, Barlow, Ky.
Dorothy Compton, Kay Hulse, Sheila 
Morris, Anna Myre, Barbara Sim
mons,, and Pat Viets. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
(Continued from page 3) 

lengthy, animated business session 
was held, during which the major 
policy-decisions were reached. 

As a finale to the Convention, 

SPRING, 1954 

everyone gathered in the college 
"Stable" for a social hour. The MSC 
Male Quartet and a talented tap
dancer provided a most enjoyable 
pro·gram; afterwards, song-bird Becky 
Adams Jed the entire group in sing
ing. 

Bright and early Sunday morning 
came the exodus, as the delegates 
and guests dispersed in all directions, 
via bus, train, and automobile-all 
were fired with renewed zeal and 
enthusiasm for Alpha Beta Alpha; 
and they took with them glowing 
memories of the wonderful all-out 
hospitality of the Epsilonites and of 
President Woods and the MS'C facul
ty and staff. 

CONVENTION FINANOAL 
REPORT 

Income-

Registration Fees ________ $ 55.00 
Subsidy from College____ 100.00 

Total Income __ __ ___ $ 155.00 

Expenses 
Meals for Guests & 

Officers; & Tea _____ $ 
Flowers _____ _________ _ 

Telephone ------------
Banquet Favors --------
Printing _____________ _ 

Delegates Travel _______ _ 
Photographs __________ _ 

Total Expenses __ ___ _ $ 
Subsidy from Fraternity 

67.00 
18.00 

2.0-0 
10.00 
14.28 

188.00 
12.24 

311.52 

Treasury __________ $ 156.52 

THE ALPHABET 
Official semi-annual publication of 
Alpha Beta Alpha, national under
graduate Library Science Fraternity. 
Vol. IV, Number 2, Published at In
diana State Teachers College, Terre 
Haute, Indiana. Subscription price 
t 5 cents per year. 
Virginia Shillings -------- Editor 
Eugene P. Watson __ __ Exec. Sec. 
Executive Office of Alpha Beta Al
pha: P.O. Box 1117, Northwestern 
State College of Louisiana, Natchi
toches. 

I 

• 

• 



I 

• 

• 

SPRING, 1954 THE ALPHABET 

'J!lews from Our C9hapters 

ALPHA CHAPTER 
Northwestern State College, 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

Robert Joynes and Tommie Black
bourne were Alpha's official dele
gates to the Louisiana Library Con

. vention in Monroe. The delegates 
were the guests of the Association at 
the Annual Book Dinner, the high
light of the convention. They enjoyed 
hearing Mr. Edward L. Tinker, th e 
distinguished author from N ew Or
leans and New York deliver the Ad
dress of the evening. Also enjoying 
t he convention were Nell Morgan, 
Mary Sue Bailey, Dr. Eugene P. Wat
son , Mrs. Lucille Carnahan, and Miss 
Agnes Clark from Alpha Chapter. 

One of Alpha's most delightful 
socials of the year was held in the 
drawing room of Varnado Hall. At 
:this time highly entertaining and 
enthusiastic reports were given by 
the members who had attended the 
Louisiana Library Convention and 
those who attended Alpha Beta Al
pha's National Convention at Murray 
State Coll~e. Dorothy Carn.aham, 
Pat Hankins and Fleming Thomas 
were highly impressed with our na
tional convention and the way in 
which Epsilon Chapter entertained 
and cared for the guests. 

Alpha Chapter assisted in giving 
a coffee honoring Rodding Carter, 
well known author, editor, publisher 
and a Pulitzer Prize Winner of 1946. 
Following the delightful coffee hour, 
Mr. Carter gave an excellent informal 
lecture at a general college honors 
assembly. 

Alpha Chapter is quite proud of 
Clyde Miller, an alumni membel·, 
whose short novel, "The Gentle Sea
son," is included in Mary Louise 
Aswell's New Short Novels published 
by Ballentine in both hardcover and 
paper-back editions this spring. It 
h\ls received very favorable comment 
in Saturday Review, New York Times 
and other national magazines. 

Alpha Chapter members were 
guests of the new parish library 
which opened March 22, in Natchi
toches. Everyone was impressed with 
the view from the reading room 

overlooking picturesque Cane River 
which flows through the center of 
Natchitoches. Eq1Ually impressive (On 
our hot spring days) is the complete 
air oonditioning and the spacioU/3 
work room. The club enjoyed refresh
ments served by two of our alumni 
members Miss Betsy Builteman, Li
brarian, and Mrs. Patsy Longlois, as
s;is'tant librarian. At the business 
session following the .. tour .. of the li
brary and refreshments, Fle~iog 
Thomas was recommended as a nom
inee for national treasurer and was 
t:naminously accepted by the group. 
The club voted favorably on accept
ing Louisiana State University's pe
tition for a chapter of Alpha Beta 
Alpha. 

Alpha Chapter was very happy to 
welcome eleven new m.embers with 
its spring initiation. The students 
initiated were Bessie Mae Davis, Bar
bara Johnson, Sue Bellew Bailey, 
Catherine Basco, Marc Wallace, Nell 
Morgan, Daisy Cox, Wanda Jordan, 
and Frank Petty, two professionals 
were Mr. William Bennett an d Miss 
Mary Robson. Following the impres
sive initiation ceremony, the old and 
new members got better acquainted 
over the tea and coffee cups. 

News from our alumni members 
is always welcome. Mary Alice Dris
coll is now in North Japan with the 
army library service. Vernon Jordan 
was separated from the 'army in Au
gust and is now assistant librarian 
at McNeese State College in Lake 
Charles, Louisiana. Sallie Harper 
Helm is teacher-librarian at the S'tate 
Industrial School for Girls at Pine
ville, Louisiana. Bill Williams is now 
a member of the Air Force and is 
stationed at Lackland Air Force Base, 
San Antonio, Texas. Several of our 
recent graduates are serving as li
brarians in the high schools of the 
state; Millie Thompson at Vivian, 
Maurine Gray at Jennings, and Bar
bara Gray at Belcher. Many of our 
alums are enjoying work< in the pub
lic and parish libraries of the state ; 
Ruth Ann Ellender in Caldwell Par
ish, Sallie Thibodeaux in Vermillion 
a·nd Patsy Longlois in Natchitoches. 
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Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to our brides of 1953: to 
Sue Tucker who became the bride of 
Jack Kirkland Kimball Jr. to Mary 
Sue Bellew who became the bride of 
Alton Bailey, a graduate of Lousiana 
State Unive1·sity, to Annette Dailey 
who became the bride of J. F. Kin
caid of Baton Rouge. Cards from 
Dorothy Moses McFatter and Claire 
Lucius Thompson announce the ar
rival of new members in their family 
-future ABA'ers, we hope. 

~ha Chapter has made several 
contributions to the outstanding ac
tivities of Northwestern State Col
lege in this school year. Congratula
tions are in order for Doris Gahagan, 
Pat Hankins, Daisy Cox, Bessie Mae 
Davis, Tommie Blackbourne, Sue 
Bellew Bailey, and Dorothy Carna
han. Doris was selected to represent 
her parish at the annual Cenla Game 
in Alexandria, Louisiana. Doris was 
chosen as one of the ten beauties at 
Northwestern and ROTC sponsor for 
this school year. Pat was selected as 
one of the official hostesses at the 
Natchitoches Christmas F estival in 
December. Daisy became a member 
of Purple Jackets, the girl's honorary 
organization on the campus. Dorothy 
and Sue became members of Kappa 
Delta Pi. Tommie is vice-president 
of Alpha P si Omega, national hon
orary dramatic society. Bessie Mae 
Davis was one of four freshman se
lected to be sophomore councillor's 
for 1954-55. 

BETA CHAPTER 
Mississippi State College for Women, 
Columbus, Mississippi 

Old news sent in previously, but 
not as yet used. 

Our chapter was represented at 
the National Convention this year by 
Mary Jane Weaver, who is Vice Pres
ident of t he Beta Chapter, and by 
Cleo Battle, another one of ou r mem
bers. 

Several .of our programs in Alpha 
'Beta Alpha this school year have 
been very interestingly presented to 
us by membe1·s our our own faculty 
here at M.S.C.W. The topics these 
particular speakers used were of spe
cial interest to us as future librar
ians. Mrs. W. H. Mikesell, the wife 
of one of our psychology professors, 

(Continued on page 6) 
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NEWS FROM OUR CHAPTERS 
( Continued from page 5) 

gave a very interesting review of 
the play "The ·King and I" at our 
November meeting; a teacher from 
our ar t department presented the pro
gram f or our January meeting and 
used as her t opic, Costume Design
ing; of special interest to those who 
have studied . Dickens was the pro
gram a t our Febl'Uary meeting in 
which a professor from our English 
Depar tment gave a very interesting 
talk on Dickens' characters. 

The last meeting of the Beta Chap
ter this year will be a picnic. Officers 
for next year will be chosen at this 
time. 

GAMMA CHAPTER 
Indiana State Teachers College, 
Ter re Haute, Indiana 

The high point of Gamma Chap
ter's year is always our Anniversary 
Dinner in F ebruary. Rose Williams 
was genera l chairman of the event 
this year, with Carol Molter, chair
man of decorations; Nellie Brattain, 
invitations ; Jeanette Inaba, program, 
working with her . The Hawaiian 
women students on our campus 
provided a lovely program of Hawai
ian music and dances. We were 
pleased to have the following alumni 
members pr esent: Mesdames Thelma 
H eadley, Hazel Kiger, Bessie Hen
drickson, Louis e Campbell, Lucille 
Hoffhaus, Edna LaFollette, Elizabeth 
Bevington, Olivia Cascadden, Mildred 
Humphrey, Evelyn Lucas, Bonnie 
Smith, Dana Brown, and the Misses 
Helen Reed, Jessie Wolford, Mary 
Ann Peters, Margaret Turk, and Mr. 
Dale J amison, as well as a number 
of actives, professional members, 
and guests. 

The big event on our calendar in 
March was the National Convention. 
Those actives from Gamma Chapter 
attending were Donna Bailey, Sara 
Youman, Marilyn Nale, Nellie Brat
tain, and Virginia Shillings. Others 
from Gamma attending were Miss 
Nelle McCalla , sponsor and Mary 
Ann Pet ers, Alumna. They enjoyed 
the convention very much, and re
ceived a great amount of inspiration 
from it. 

Our local March meeting was held 
at Wiley High School with Miss 
Margaret Turk, alumna; serving as 
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hostess. In April we visited Woodrow 
Wilson Junior High School where 
.Mrs. Mi1dred Humphrey, another 
alumna, served as hostess. High
lights of the ABA National Conven
tion were presented by Sara You
man, Marilyn Nale, Nellie Brattain 
and Donna Bailey, who had attended 
the convention at Murray. Plans were 
presented for observance of Found
ers' Day in accordance with the sug
gestion of the convention. Discus
sions were also held concerning our 
spring picnic and election of officers. 

Gamma Chapter members served 
as hostesses for the Library Career 
Day held ·on our campus April 30. 
The day began_ with an opening by 
Miss Nelle McCalla, professor of Li
brary Science and a welcome by the 
college president, Dr. Raleigh Holm
st edt. The speaker for the first 
session was, Mr. Leonard Smith, 
President of the Indiana School 
Librarians Association, who spoke on 
"Librarianship as a Profession." A 
panel discussion was held on "Librar
ians and Their Training." Those par
ticipa ting in the panel were Miss 
Carolyn Whitnack, Director of Indi
ana School Libraries; Miss Pauline 
O'Melia, Library Science Division at 
Indiana University; Mr. Stillman 
Taylor, Librarian from the Terre 
Haute Public Library; Mr. Carson 
Bennett, Librarian at Rose Polytech
nic Institute; and Mr. Wayne Schom
er , Director of the Indiana State 
Teachers College Placement Bureau. 
The high-point of the day was the 
luncheon. The luncheon speaker was 
Mrs. Marguerite Henry, well-k'nown 
author of teen-age stories and one
time winner of the Newberry Award, 
who talked about her latest books. 
She autographed books following the 
event. 

EPSILON CHAP.TER 
Murray State College, 
Murray, Kentucky 

Our chapter has concentrated 
most of its effort this semester to
ward preparing for the national con
vention. When the place for the con
vention to be held was being con
sidered, we wrote suggesting Murray 
State College. Since Murray is rather 
centrally located, we were selected. 

Our organization is rather new, 
(established January 17, 1953,) and 
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the membership is small, approxi
mately 15 members. We knew we 
had a big job ahead and appointed 
committees to look after housing, 
publicity, the luncheon, the banquet, 
tours, the tea, etc. early. Dr. Woods, 
President of M.S.C., was over-joyed 
that the convention was to be here 
and gave us needed financial support. 

Pledgeship for Frances Fox, Bar
bara Grubbs, Jacqueline Vaughn, and 
Dr . Hensley Woodbridge was begun 
March 1. They were initiated the 
night of the banquet, March 20. 

We a r e now planning a field trip 
to Nashville May 14. to visit the 
elementary, junior-high, high school, 
college, and public libraries there. 
All library science students will be 
invited to go. 

DELTA CHAPTER 
University of Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 

Delta Chapter initiated eleven 
members a~d pledged seven new 
members for the second semester at 
an impressive ceremony on March 8. 

We were well represented at the 
National Convention with six of our 
members, who gave an enthusiastic 
r eport at our last meeting. We were 
honored to have the national presi
dent, Betty Barrow, from our chap
ter. 

Some of our outstanding programs 
of the year were the celebration of 
our first anniversary with a tea at 
the Unive,rsjty Club, a Christmlas 
party, and talks by members of the 
faculty on subjects such as remedial 
reading. 

An alumna, Mrs. Laura Gain.es 
Sprott, librarian of the Troy High 
School, was elected president of the 
Alabama Education Association for 
1954-55. This is the first time a li
brarian has been elected to this 
office. 

ZETA CHAPTER 
Concord College, 
Athens, West Virginia 

We in Zeta have experienced a 
very successful and enjoyable year. 

Usually after we hold our regular 
business meetings, we have a little 
social get together. Cocoa and cook
ies are served. After the formality 
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NEWS FROM OUR CHAPTERS 
( Continued from page 6) 

of the business meeting, we all like 
this social atmosphere and it makes 
us look forward to the meetings more 
eagerly. Once for entertainment, 
which also furthered our acquain
tances with books, Mrs. Marga'ret 
Bengert, English teacher, presented 
a book review on The Golden Hand. 
The presentation was very interesting 
and informational. 

Our president, Joan Hurly recently 
returned from the National Conven
tion at Murray, Kentucky. Her trip 
proved enjoyable and beneficial. 

We are proud to have six new 
pledges. A luncheon was held Febru
ary 27, and pledging service immedi
ately followed. The new pledges are : 
Jane Bird, Mary Blankenship, Kath
ryn Bryson, Frances Pettry, Billie 
Rae Hill, and Robert Joyce. Alumni 
present for the occasion were, Juan
ita Grant, Nancy Canterbury, and 
Thelma Compton. Having pledged 
six members, maybe our group will 
now have more influence, since we 
will not be such a small group next 
year. 

The new pledges attended their 
first meeting March 9th. They have 
planned out a special program for 
the April meeting. 

Arlene Hill, treasurer, is our only 
active who will graduate in May. 
Joan Hurly, president, will graduate 
in July. 

Hope you have all had a wonderful 
year! We have! 

ETA CHAPTER 
Texas State College for Wo'!'en, 
Dent0n, Texas 

Miss Genevieve Dixon became di
rector of the Department of Library 
Science at T.S.C.W. in October, 1953. 
Miss Dixon has been very active in 
library service in several states, hav
ing been librarian at the Laboratory 
School at the University of Chicago, 
and director of the Library science 
at Kansas State Teachers College. 
Miss Dixon and Miss Dora Floyd, 
Instructor of Cateloging and classifi
cation, becam:e active p,r,ofessional 
members of Eta Chapter in the fall, 
1953. 

Since September Alpha Beta Alpha 
has sponsored two outstanding pro-
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jects in which all the members were 
urged to participate. The selling of 
sandwiches at the beginning of the 
school year . was not only profitable 
but gave an opportunity for the mem
bers to become better acquainted. 
The second undertaking was the con
tribution to the scholarship fund of 
T.S.C.W. 

In December an election was held 
for the offices vacated by graduating 
seniors. Joyce Phillips replaced Jean 
Dickinson as president, Joyce Gess 
replaced Joyce Phillips as parliamen
tarian and Mrs. Margarette Quillin 
replaced Joyce Morrison as vice
president. 

THETA CHAPTER 
Arizona State College, 
Tempe, Arizona 

Theta Chapter sponsored a tea on 
February 24 to honor Marguerite 
Henry author of more than 29 chil
dren's books. More than 70 valley li
b1•arians, Matthews library friends 
and A.B.A. members attended. Mrs. 
Henry who received the Newberry 
Medal in 1949 for "King of the 
Wind" spoke to the group about how 
she gathers materials for her bookls . 
She was accompanied by her editor 
Mary Alice Jones who is affiliated 
with the Methodist National Educa
tion Program. We were quite honored 
to have our reception appear on a 
local T.V. station. 

IOTA CHAPTER 
San Jose State College, 
San Jose, California 

Out:- first initiation since our organ
ization last spring was held on Feb
ruary 17, 1954, with an impressive 
candlelight ceremony for fifteen initi
ates. It was followed by an Italian 
dinner at Mr. Anthonys. 

At the February 10th meeting of 
our Iota Chapter of ABA, the mem
bers enthusiastically voted to send 
our president, Doris Gourley, to the 
Biennal Convention in Murray, Ken
tucky, and arrangements were made 
for her trip. Unfortunately Miss 
Gourley met with an accident, which 
prevented her going. It was too late 
then to make arrangements to send 
anyone else, which we regretted very 
much. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
(Continued from page 2) 

Quebedeaux, Assistant Librarian, 
Southwest Medical School, Universi
ty of Texas, Dallas Texas; Frances 
Sherrill; Mrs. Frances Stallworth, 
Graduate Student, TSCW, Denton, 
Tex.; Mary Louise Thaxton, Librar
ian, Grand Prairie High School, 
Grand Prairie, Tex. 

Mrs. Marjorie O'Donnell TheBerge, 
Graduate Student, TSCW, Denton, 
Tex.; Mrs. Van V. Van Meter, Li
brarian, Bishop High School, Bishop, 
Tex. ; and Mrs. Lois Womack, Librar
ian , Plainview Junior High School, 
Plainview, Tex. 

THETA CHAPTER 
Student Member: Doris Smith, 

Tempe, Ariz. 

IOTA CHAPTER 
Student Members: Sylvia Bettend

orf, Cupertino, Cal.; Alverda Brunart, 
Davenport, Cal.; Pat Burch, San Jose, 
Cal.; Norine Dodge, Palo Alto, Cal.; 
Frances Erickson, Sharp Park, Cal. ; 
Jean Ewan, San Jose, Cal.; Lillian 
LaValley, Santa Clara, Cal.; Shirley 
Ligon, San Jose, Cal.; Barbara Locke 
Los Altos, Cal.; Ruth Love, San Jose, 
Cal.; Mary Dell Rickard, San Jose, 
Cal.; and Lillian Virgin, Mountain 
View, Cal. 

Charter Alumni Members (Con
tinued from previous issue): Mrs. 
Betty James, Librarian, School De
partment, South San Francisco, Cal.; 
Mrs. Gertrude M. Jansens, Cataloger, 
San Jose Public Library, San Jose, 
Cal.; Theodora Johnson, 2885 Alm.a 
Street, Palo Alto, Cal.; Grace Jordan, 
Libraril;\n, Santa Rosa Junior College, 
Santa Rosa, Cal.; Veronica Keegan, 
Librarian, Palo Alto Public Library, 
Palo Alto, Cal. 

Shirley Mirkish, Junior Librarian, 
San Jose Public Library, San Jose, 
Cal.; Dorothy Lawton, 1336 Hedding 
Street, San Jose, Cal.; Mrs. Esther 
Lipsey, Librarian, Stockton City 
Schools, Stockton, Cal. ; Mrs. Grace 
London, 694 Fulle1· Avenue, San Jose, 
Cal.; Bertha Evelyn Lopes, Rt. 1, 
Box 180, Newcastle, Cal.; Mary Helen 
McKay, Librarian, Alexander Hamil
ton Junior High School, Fresno, Cal.; 
Elizabeth Martin, Librarian, Monter
ey Peninsula College, Monterey, Cal.; 

(Continued on page 8) 



PAGE 8 THE ALPHABET SPRING, 1954 

OFFICIAL ABA FRATERNITY INSIGNIA 
(Manufactured exclusively for ABA by the L. G. 

Balfour Company, Attleboro, Massachusetts.) 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE PLACED THROUGH 
YOUR CHAPTER SPONSOR 

No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 

No. 
No. 

700-B Pledge Button (enameled) ____ $ 1.00 
700 Pledge Pin (enameled) ------ 1.25 
500 Key (WK gold; plain) --- --- 6.50 
501 Key (l0K gold; 4 pears, 

1 amethyst --------- 9.00 
502 Key-Pin (l0K gold; plain 7.50 
503 Key-Pin (l0K gold; 4 pearls, 

1 amethyst --------- 10.00 

TAXES are in addition to above net prices 
Federal Excise Tax, plus any Sales or Use 

Taxes in your State. 502 
503 

700-B 
700 

502 
503 

500 
501 

MEMBERSHIP TABULATION 
ALPHA BETA GAMMA DELTA EPSILON ZETA ETA TH,§TA IOTA TOTALS 

Honorary 
Active: 

Student 17 29 
Professional 11 6 

Alumni 48 48 
Contributing 1 0 
[natitutional 1 0 

Totals 78 82 

NEW MEMBERS 
(Continued from page 7) 

Celeste Meier, Librarian, Edison High 
School, Stockton, Cal. 

Gertrude Miller, Coordinator, Li
brarians' Visual Services, Stockton, 
Cal.; Mrs. Dorothy Millerd, 5275 
Madison Street, Fresno, Cal.; Ida 
Minkle, Librarian, San Lorenzo High 
School, San Lorenzo, Cal.; Lorraine 
Miranda, Librarian, Santa Rosa Jun
ion High School, Santa Rosa, Cal.; 
Clarice Mondo, Library As•istant, 
San Mateo Public Library, s .. ,~ Mateo, 
Cal.; Mrs. Geraldine Nurney, Libra
Cal.; Mrs. Geraldine Nurney, Librar
ian, San Jose Public Library, San 
Jose, Cal.; Violet Otterman, Librar
ian, San Jose High School, San Jose, 
San Jose, Cal. 

Helen Palmer, Librarian, Domini
can College, San Raphael, Cal. ; Alene 
Parker, Librarian, Vallejo College, 
Vallejo, Cal.; Pauline Pedersen, 1219 
Hermosa Way, San Jose, Cal.; Mrs. 
Irene Puccinelli, 2506 Cottle Avenue, 
San Jose, Cal.; Ruth Puzey, Librar
ian, Valle-Vista School, Valle-Vista, 
Cal.; Fern Rommel, Librarian, Stock
ton Junior High School, Stockton, 
Cal.; Marie Sakaguchi, 371 E. Em-

14 9 12 
6 1 2 

47 110 17 
0 8 0 
0 0 0 

67 12 8 33 

pire Street, San Jose, Cal.; Josephine 
Seely, Librarian, Hollywood Park 
School, Sacra,;,ento, Cal. 

Mrs. Anna Jean Sheets, 2344 Box
wood Drive, San Jose, Cal.; Rebekah 
Silveria, 357 Grove Way, Hayward, 
Cal.; Alyse Sinnott, Librarian, Santa 
Rosa High School, Santa Rosa, Cal.; 
Elinor Smith, 1141 Foothill Boule
vard, San Luis Obispo, Cal.; Phoebe 
Smith, Box 923 Concord, Cal.; Ger
trude Stacey, Librarian, Sunnyvale 
Elementary Schools, Sunnyvale, Cal.; 
·Mrs. Ethel S~iger, I,ietallurgy Librar
ian, Oak Ridge, Tennessee; Nan 
Sykes, Librarian, Edison High School, 
Stockton, Cal.; Mrs. Virginia Taylor, 
Children's Librarian, San J o;e Public 
Library, San Jose, Cal. 

Return Postage Guaranteed 
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6 
3 

14 
0 
0 

22 

12 

18 8 81 148 
3 8 10 49 

44 19 67 414 
1 0 0 12 
0 0 0 I 

66 85 108 631 

Phyllis Terra, Library Assistant, 
San Jose Public Library, San Jose, 
Cal.; Mildred Tindall, 207 Sacramen
to Street, Auburn, Cal.; Edith Tit
comb, Librarian, Woodrow Wilson 
Junior High School, San Jose, Cal.; 
Marian Trehan, Librarian, Youth .-De
partment, Oakland Public ' Library, 
Oakland, Cal.; Cora Van Eaton, 1347 
Redwood A venue, San Jose, Cal.; 
Genevieve Walker, 1210 38th Street, 
Sacramento, Cal.; Mabel White, Li
brarian, Galileo. High School, San 
Francisco, Cal.; Generva Willey, 
Tencher-Librari'an, Oaklanld. Schooi , . 
Department, Piedmont, Cal.; 'B iirli'ara . 

~~~\i~~~ !a:!~~~_t_i\~¥,,}n2
g 

Greenwood AvenJ-f,'~, n~.~1\",, t~:. 

P.O. Box 1117 
Northwestern State College of Louisiana 

Natchitoches, Louisiana 
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