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DEDICATION 

To Mrs. Darlene Meki Norman for four years of devoted 
service as Editor this issue is gratefully dedicated . 
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NEW MEMBERS 
Alpha Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: J udy Ver
ne! Bell, Colfax, La.; El'ise A. Bordelon, 
Mansura, La.; Linda Ann Buie, Bunkie, 
La.; W illie Ann Burch, Montgomery, 
La.; Linda Ann Corley, Natchitoches, 
La.; Lester Wayne Crooks, LeCompte, 
La.; Kathleen Marie Feltmann, New 
Orleans, La.; William T. Hilger, Lena, 
La.; Cynthia A. Knight, Alexandria, 
La.; Linda Eve Marie Maye!, Lock
port, La . ; Charles Pickett, O'Fallon, 
Ill.; M. Clarene Prewitt, West Mon
roe, La.; Mary Jeanette Purcell, 
Bossier City, La.; Shirley Elizabeth 
Randolph, Glenmora, La.; Patricia Ann 
Ross, Negreet, La.; Peggie Ann Walk
er, Bossier City, La.; Patsy Sue West, 
Lockport, La.; Mrs. Dorothy Cecil e 
W hite, LeCompte, La.; John Bird 
\Vood, Shreveport, La. 

PROFESSIONAL ME MB ER S: 
Mrs . Myrtle Parks, Natchitoches, La. 

FIVE-YEAR ALUMNI MEM
BERS: Mrs . Claire Greene, Natchito
ches, La.; Mrs. Jacq Uhrbach, Natchito
ches, La. 

Beta C.hapter 
STUDENT MEMBERS: Sarah 

Joyce F ilgo, Betty N ea!, Carolyn Se
bren, Ann Stockwell, Dale Waldrop, 
Mary Corinne White. 

Gamma Chapter 
STUDENT MEMBERS: Janice 

Bower, Lafayette, Ind.; Martha Brin
ton, Terre Haute, Ind.; Karen Dolla
han, Mishawaka Ind.; Ann Groves, 
Sheridan, Ind.; Shirley Hill, Medora, 
Ind.; Mrs. Nancy Riddle Hollis, Paris, 
111.; Mary Ann Kresler, Rensselaer, 
Ind.; Richalyn Larrabee, Lafayette, 
Ind.; Mary Lou Major, Bellaire, Ohio; 
Margaret Rose Malone, Newberry, Ind.; 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 
(Executive Council) 

President, Patricia (Pledger) Moore 
(Eta) 

Vice-President, Ange la Kammlah 
(Pi) 

Treasurer, Stephen Johnson (Mu) 
Executive Secretary, Eunice H . 

Speer (Mu) 
Councilmen: District No. 1, Jimmie 

Lou Lyons (Beta); No. 2, Harry 
R. Courtright (Phi); No. 3, 
Maureen We-iner (Tau); No. 4, 
Bonnie O'Rourke (Upsilon); 
No. 5, Linda Lucas (Iota). 
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Diana Sayri ng, Terre Haute, Ind.; 
Julia Shockley, Terre Haute, Ind.; 
Louann Sinclair, Greencast le, Ind.; 
J chn Skene, She lburn, Ind.; Carolyn 
Speakman; Mary Thomas, Merorne, 
Ind. 

Epsilon Chapter 
STUDENT MEMBERS: Joyce Bol

ton, Mt. Victory, Ky.; Laura Lynch, 
Dawson Springs, Ky.; Jo Ann Rogers, 
Paducah, Ky.; Mrs . Ann W ilson, Mur
ray, Ky. 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS : 
Alice Caldwell, Murray, Ky. 
Zeta Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Flossie 
Branham, Covel, W. Va.; Ernestine 
Kay Carey, Marianna, W. V.; Mary 
Elizabeth Carper, Cranberry, W. Va.; 
Betty Lou, Clyburn, Beckley, W . Va.; 
Rosemary Dick, Beckley, W. Va.; Lucy 
A. F ife, White Sulphur Springs, \V . 
Va.; Maria C. Grigoraci, Bartley, W. 
Va.; Ann Kyle, Athens, W . Va.; Linda 
Miller, Beckley, W . Va. ; James H. 
Ratliff, Glen Daniel, W. Va.; Kyra 
Lynn Thompson, Lillybrook, W. Va. 
Eta Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Mable 
Parker, Abileen, Texas; Kay Wilcox, 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 

PROFESSIONAL ME MB ER S: 
Alton P. Juhlin, Denton, Texas. 

FIVE-YEAR ALUMNI MEM
BERS: Mrs. Mary Stewart Aid, Dallas, 
Texas; Mrs. Letha Atkins, Denton, 
Texas; Mrs. Margaret Block, Dallas, 
Texas; Mrs. Frances Colburn, Denton, 
Texas; Mrs. Damron Dennis, Denton, 
Texas; Opal Humphreys, Denton, 
Texas; Sandra Pitts, Denton, Texas; 
Mrs. Ann Milner Rogers, Denton, 
Texas; Mrs. Mary Frances Shipley, 
Denton, Texas; 1\1rs. Caroiiine Zeiss, 
Dallas, Texas. 
Iota Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS : George 
Joseph Bishop, Watsonville, Calif.; 
Marilyn Theresa Duggan, Sonoma, 
Calif.; Susan Marie Koester, Campbell, 
Calif.; Suzanne Shebby, Sunnyvale, 
Calif.; McBride Teverbaugh, Stockton, 
Calif. 
Kappa Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Nancy 
Bennett, Flints tone, Pa.; Diane Boyer, 
Palmyra, Pa.; Barbara Dixon, Hazel
ton, Pa.; Carol Emery, Neshquahoning, 
Pa.; Mary L. Gittings, Pittsburg, Pa.; 
Margaret Gould, Middletown, Pa.; 
Joan Hughes, New Freedom, Pa.; Judy 
Kirkman, Middletown, Pa.; Bruce 
Millward, Slatington, Fa.; John Nied, 
Danville, Pa.; Patrice Price, Middle• 
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town, Pa.; Sylvia Schorh, Muncy, Pa.; 
J anet Shoop, W·est Grove, Pa.; Connie 
Strausbaugh, Spring Grove, Pa. 

ALUMNI LIFE MEMBERS: Ruthe 
Rutherford, Havertown, Pa. 

Lambda Chapter 
STUDENT MEMBERS: Barbara 

Barr, Springhill, La.; Carolyn Caller, 
Arabi, La.; Peggy Swindell, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; Evelyn E. Vairin, New Orleans, 
La. 
Mu Chapter 
STUDENT MEMBERS: Richard 
Brandolino, Joliet, Ill.; Nancy England, 
Dahinda, Ill.; Barbara F rancis, Streat
or, Ill.; Sandra Gaddis, Armington, Ill.; 
Mariam Lanier, Normal, 111.; Mrs. 
Phillis Martin Read, Normal, Ill.; Judy 
Rockwell, Bloomington, Ill.; Sharon 
Thomas, Manito, Ill. 

PROFESSIONAL ME MB ER S: 
Hazelle Anderson, Normal, Ill.; J ulia 
Bewsey, Normal, Ill.; Bryant J ackson, 
Normal, Ill.; William Nye, Normal, Ill. ; 
Taimi Ranta, Normal, Ill. 
Nu Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Lorise 
Asseff, Charleston, W. Va.; Randy 
Bowles, St. Albans, W. Va.; Trena 
Chandler, Miami, Florida; Carolyn 
Christain, Huntington, W. Va.; Patty 
Hogg, Ba~boursville, W. Va.; Jo Anne 
Horne, Huntington, W. Va.; Caroline 
Langfitt, Dunbar, W . Va.; Jane Mc
Intire, East Rainelle, W. Va; J o Ann 
Miller, Prince, W . Va.; Fannie Mill s, 
Salt Rock, W. Va.; Marna Paulovich, 
Wheeling, W. Va.; Betty Purvear, 
Holden, W . Va.; Ken Reffeitt, East 
Rainelle, W . Va.; Tony Russell, East 
Rainelle, W. Va. 
Xi Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Kattrerine 
Adams, Marshalltown, Ia.; Donna Jo 
Agar, Newton, Ia.; Judy Branscom, 
Fort Madison, la.; Altamae Briden, 
Fort Dodge, Ia. ; Christine Buckingham, 
Batavia, Ia.; Marlene Dearborn, Rock 
Valley, Ia.; Alan De Graw, Delmar, 
Ia.; Carol Lynn Drewry, Sac City, Ia. ; 
Marlene Hartman, Rodman, Ia.; Elme
da Kehrl'i, Manchester, Ia.; Shirley 
Ann Kern, Collins, la. ; Nancy New
house, Decorah, Ia.; Judith Ann Niel
sen, Cedar Falls, la.; J oyce Petersen, 
Wilton Junction, la.; Sandy Silver, 
Burlington, Ia.; Mariana Stee le, Al
gona, la.; Marcia W illiamson, Siqor
ney, Ia.; Mary Lou Woehlk, Winthrop, 
Ia. 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERS: 
Mrs. Carol Horton, Cedar Falls, Ia ; 
Mrs. Alyce-Lou Isenberger, Cedar 

(Continued on Page seven) 
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THE 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
The fifth national convention of A l

pha Beta Alpha was held at Millers
ville State College, in Millersville, 
Pennsylvania Apri l 28-29, 1%1. The 
theme for the convention was "Build
ing for the F uture". Registration and 
an informal reception were held in Lyte 
Auditorium. The first general session 
was presided over by Patricia :Moore, 
President of Alpha Beta Alpha. The 
official delegate and alternate from 
each chapter were recogn ized. Miss 
Eunice H. Speer then gave the Execu
tive Secretary's report . After this ses
sion, members were given a tour of th e 
lviillersville campus, library, and labora
tory school library. 

The second general session was a 
luncheon in Lyle Hall Dining Room 
with Angela Kammlah presiding. The 
g uest speaker was Mrs. Carolyn W. 
Field of the Free Library of Philadel
phia, Pennsylvania who spoke on "The 
Door in the Wall" based on Marguerite 
de Angeli's book of the same title. Her 
speech was based on the idea that 
every wall must have a door so that 
people can get through. Life too is like 
this and it is the res.ponsibility of 
librar ians ("salesmen sell ing the fin est 
thing in the world- knowledge") to 
help people find their door in the wall 
through books. Mrs. Field suggested 
that a librarian can help people become 
acquainted with books through story 
hours, TV programs, book fairs, family 
services, talks by authors and illustrat
ors, cooperation with other librarians, 
and above all through a very thorough 
knowledge of his book collection. She 
closed ·by giving her philosophy: "If at 
the right moment you present to a 
ch ild just the right food for his eager
ness, each when the appropriate faculty 
is unfolded and then keep him curious 
and eager throug h childhood, nothing 
better can happen to a child.'' 

In the afternoon, three topics of in
t erest to the chapters were discussed 
in circles of information, namely "Pro
jects to Sponsor," "Improving Our 
Program," and "Gaining Financial and 
M embership Strength." Members of 
the various chapters gave ideas and 
described projects they had worked on. 

At the third general session, the 
banquet on Friday evening, the Rev. 
Daniel Nowers, Pastor of the Mille.rs
ville, Methodist Church, gave the in vo
cation; Dr. D. L. B'iemesderfer, Presi-
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dent of Millersville State College, gra
ciously welcomed the guests to the 
campus; a most appropriate response 
was made by StePhen J ohnson, Treas
urer o f Alpha Beta Alpha. Miss Speer 
introduced those seated at the speak
ers table. Patricia Moore presented the 
String Ensemble from Millersville Col
lege which provided music for the eve
ning. Dr. Eugene P. Watson, Past 
Executive Secretary of Alpha Beta 
Alpha, gave the address of the eve
ning "Reaching for the Stars" which 
dealt with the topic of the undergradu
ate program in library science. Modern 
librar ianship is only 75 years old. 
The first important step in library 
education was in 1876 when the first 
graduate library science school was 
established by Melvil Dewey at Co
lumbia. Before this period, training 
was of the apprenticeship type. The 
curriculum was chiefly practical with 
little theory Involved. Dr. Watson 
then sketched the development of the 
library science program and also dis
cussed the problem of undergraduates 
in lihrary science not being considered 
professional lib rarians until after they 
have received their Master's degree. 
He urged undergraduates to work for 
the name of professional and to reach 
for the sta rs. 

In appreciat'ion for his service to 
Alpha Beta Alpha, Dr. Watson was 
presented with a plaque and a check. 
T he president of Alpha .Chapter gave a 
short history of the planning involved 
in preparing for the gift. 

Saturday morning, a breakfast for 
chapter sponsors was held in Lyle Hall 
Dining Room. After an informal meet
ing of de legates, the fourth general 
session was held. The chief busli. ness 
was a panel which discussed the ideas 
and projects mentioned in the circles 
of information. Some of the money 
making ideas were: rummage sales, 
book fairs, bake sales, spaghetti sup
pers, and sale of jewelry. Ideas for 
ga.ining members included: teas for 
pros,pect'ive members, picnics, parties, 
booklets telling about ABA, and talks 
to inter-ested high school stuclents. 
Scholarships and awards to outstanding 
library science students were discussed 
as possible projects for ABA to spon
sor. Local chapter programs could be 
improved by having a theme for the 
year, and providing variety in pro
grams to in.elude speakers, panels, book 
discuss1ons, and visits to other libraries. 

The fifth general session was the 
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Saturday luncheon with Stephen John
son presiding . Chairmen of Kappa 
chapter committees who worked on 
the convention were introduced. The 
speaker for the luncheon was Dr. John 
F. H arvey. His speech fa recorded else
where in this issue. 

The sixth and last session was a 
business meeting Saturday afternoon 
with President Patricia Moore presid
ing. Three chapter delegates who were 
without credentials were seated. 

One important item of business con
cerned the ALPHABET. Since Gamma 
Chapter is unable to continue printing 
the ALPHABET, the President asked 
delegates to investigate possibilities for 
printing the ALPHABET on their cam
puses. The Executive Council was im
powered to investigate Gamma's re
commendations concerning the 
ALPHABET and to make necessary 
imp-rovements in its publication. 

The Convention approved Dr. Wat
son's suggestion that an Alpha Beta 
Alpha recruiting award in the form of 
a .citation and a check be given through 
ALA. The Executive Council _was g iv
en power to make necessary arrange
ments. 

National was instructed to pr(Ware 
and -distribute to chapters a model 
pledge manual. Chapters who have 
manuals should send them as sample 
copy to National. Dr. Watson suggested 
tha.t an opening and closing ritua l for 
chapter meetings might be includ ed 
in the pledge manual. 

P si Chapter of Cape Girardeau made 
a bid for the 1963 Alpha Beta Alpha 
Convention. The Delegates voted to 
accept Psi's bid. 

Regional meetings were again sug
gested as a possible means of · sha:rlng 
chapter experiences between· conven
tions. Gamma Chapter was asked to 
begin work on the fir st regiona l Alpha 
Beta Alpha meeting to be held in 
1% 1/62. 

Other business concerned the con
tinuing contest for a Fraternity song 
(winner to receive $10); decision to 
work to have the word "professfonal" 
used to designate graduates of under
graduate library science programs; 
need for eA'l) ioring possibility of get
ting a foundation to underwrite the 
Fraternity; and the possible need for 
a minimum installation fee for new 
Chapters. 

The registration re.port showed that 
19 chapters were represented by a 
total of 120 members. 

(Continued on Page Eight) 
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MY LIFE AMONG THE 
SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 

Address delivered at the 1960-61 
National Convention of Alpha 
Beta Alpha in Millersville, P enn
sylvania, by John F. Harvey, Dean 
of the Graduate School of Library 
Science and Director of Libraries, 
Drexel Institute, Philadelphia. 

14 I assume that many of you plan to 
be school librarians and that you will 
be interested in hearing about my 
visits to some of them. You see, every 
Friday I visit libraries. These may be 
public or special libraries, college or 
school libraries. Sometimes I visit pub
lishers, book binderies, book stores, or 
library schools. This has been going on 
regularly for eight years . 

Why do I visit these libraries? Dur
ing this period I have been head of ei
ther a fourth year or fift h year library 
education program. This is one way of 
learning more about librarianship. Fur
thermore, it is good .public relations 
for the insti tution with which I am 
connected. Thirdly, I have tried to re
cruit library school students. Also, I 
am interested in meeting librarians and 
getting acquainted with their libraries. 
Since I do placement work, this in
formation is often helpful. Finally, 
when planning programs requiring 
spea kers, it helps to know local librar
ians. 

In all, I have visited more than 950 
libraries, most of which were within 
200 miles of Pittsburgh, in the south
east corner of Kansas, or within 100 
miles of Philadelphia. Two hundred 
sixty of these were school libraries in 
the ten states of Illinois, Kan sas, Okla
homa, Missouri, and Arkansas in the 
Midwest ; and New Jersey, Pennsyl
vania, Delaware, Maryland, and New 
York in the East. I visited 180 high 
school, 35 junior high school, and 45 
elementary school libraries. 

Some high school libraries served a l
so as public libraries or as public library 
branches, some served jun~or colleges, 
and many served junior high schools. 
One of them, the Bryn Athyn Library 
in Pennsylvania served not only the 
high school, junior high school and ele
mentary school, but also the college and 
g raduate school, and in addition served 
as the public library for its community! 

I have been in tiny librarie s housed 
in unused closets and in the head
quart-ers of large city library systems 
with hundreds of librarie s ; I have been 
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in some of the na tion 's oldest school 
libraries dating back into the 18th 
century; I have visited military aca
demies where keeping one's shoes 
polished was more important than. us
in g the library. Some schools were 
undergoing great transformations, 
which were reflected in their libraries. 

Wheth er or not I have seen a fair 
sample of the American School li
braries is a moot question; 1 have 
seen only about six tenths of one per 
cent of them. 

You should understand that I regard 
myself as an outsider, since I have 
never ,vorked in a school lib rary. My 
visits, announced in advance by letter 
to the librarian, have usually la sted 
no more than an hour, so my impres
sions were often rather superficia l. My 
information dates from the time of my 
visit, and certain conditions may have 
changed in the intervening years. 

Enrollment averaged 1,100 for the 
high schools, 1,000 for t he junior high 
schools, and 600 for t he elementary 
schools. An elementary school with 4,400 
students had the largest enrollment. 
The sma llest elementary school had 
only 90 students, the smallest junior 
high school had ISO students, and th e 
smallest senior high school had only 
35 students. 

After visiting a library I always fill 
out an evaluation card for it. This card 
has eight categories : physical facilities, 
the libra rian, the other staff, buok col
lections, budget, card catalog, circula
tion and use, and the quality of service. 
In addition, I collect information on 
cnrollmen t, size of the book collection, 
the budge t, number of ,periodicals, and 
size of staff. The remainder of the 
paper wilt summarize my conclusions 
about -each of these categories. 

Physical Facilities 
There was great variety among the 

school libraries in this category. About 
70 were rated excellent, while 35 were 
ra ted poor. In general, the physical 
fac ilities of the junior high and ele
mentary school libraries were better 
than those of the high schools. All too 
often when new facili ties wer-e con
structed, the librarian had not been 
consulted 'in their planning. Work,_ 
rooms and offices were sometime s 
ava ilable, but in some cases v1 ere un
usable. 

I have seen school libraries with 
no quarters a t all, since they were 
located out in the hal l. I have seen 
a ttractive school libra ri es - both old 
and new. 
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:Many unusual physical features were 
encountered. In one school libra ry all 
the books we re arranged on the shelves 
by title. In several libraries television 
sets were used for educational pro
grams. The Greenville, Delaware Ele
mentary School Library had an author's 
room with illustrations and persona l 
messages from well-known children's 
book authors. In two schools all t he 
books were in bookcases with glass 
doors. In the mind of one librarian, her 
r eading room was arbitrarily divided 
into two parts and students had to 
check in at her desk to get permission 
to ·pass from one side of th e room to 
the other. 

One importan t library in a region 
may influence other libraries in that 
a.rea. F or instance, several of the li
braries in northeast Oklahoma were 
apparently modeled after the old Miami 
High School Library. 

Some of the smallest librarie s had 
closed stacks, sometimes even with 
locked cases; and some of t he largest 
had cwen stacks. 

Girard College and Frien ds Select 
School, both 'in Pennsylvania, and Law
renceville School in New J ersey had 
separate library buildings_ The latte r 
library resembles a gentlemen's club 
and has r ecently built an a.ttractive 
new wing. 

The Librarian 
The factor which rated highes t was 

the quality of the librarian. Many were 
ac tuaJiy not superior librarians, but in 
mediocre situations t hey seemed to be 
the strongest part of the picture. 

Alth ough many librarians had had 
little library science instruction, some 
had two advanced degrees. Whereas 
one library had fi ve, the average num 
ber of professionals was one per library. 
The average number of clerks was zero, 
although one library had six. 

The new standards suggest tha t the 
librarian have the status of a depart
ment head in the large secondary 
school; many of the librarians in the se 
schools had this status. 

School librarians, by the nature of 
their jobs, were "small t ime operators.' ' 
Often they supervised only part-time 
student ass istants and had little need 
for administrative ab'ility of a. high 
order. They \Vere ~ot people who 
thought in large terms. They were run
ning one-man libraries. Their plans 
were small , th eir ambitions small. 

School libra rians tended to be warm 
and friendly a nd most of them lik ed 

• 

• 



• 

• 

SPRING, 1961 

children and young adults. This was one 
reason they were school librarians. 

By the nature of their jobs, which 
keep them very busy, they had little 
time to dream, supervise, give instruc
tion in libra ry use, or visit with faculty 
members in order to make them feel 
respon sible for building up and using 
the book collections in their own field s. 
Many school librarians were fu ll-time 
study hall keepers who could not step 
out the door except between class 
periods. Often they were primarily book 
selectors, catalogers, and st udy hall 
keepers . School librarians were likely 
to be local persons raised in the area 
where they were working. Often their 
general education was rather poor. 
Many had been taught librarianship on 
a very practical basis and had bee n 
made into skilled technicians, not pro
fessfonal administrators . 

They had too little contact with the 
curriculum. Logically the librarian 
should have been chairman of the school 
curricu lum committee and shou ld have 
been working closely with faculty 
members in its development. These 
librarians shou ld have made the library 
vital to the curriculum, but many were 
not sufficiently ambitious to do this. 
Many of their libraries were serving 
as little more than sources for sup
plementary recreational reading and for 
book reports. The curricu lum was not 
built a.round the library, h ut stood 
outside it. Faculty members ig nored 
the library. Librarians were too much 
concerned with details and not enough 
concerned wi th the larger picture. Most 
of them were poor politicians . 

Some school librarians were given 
very strong backing by their superin
tendents and principals. This is invalu
able for school libraries. Other school 
librarians were given tasks to perform 
which had no relation to school librar
ianship. Several were custodians car
ing fo r thousands of textbooks.' 

Many had little or no time for the 
job: one had no free hours for the 
library, one cou.ld spend on ly one hour 
a day in the library, and another had 
a full time teaching schedule so that 
t he library was open on ly one hour a 
day. The public and Catholic school 
syste ms of Philadelphia operated se
perate summer high schools attended 
by a total of 8,000 students, but on ly 
one of the schools had a librarian. 

Nevertheless, in spite of disadvan
tages some of these librarians <lid an 
excellent job in recruiting, as well as in 
providmg library service for the school 
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Keeping a pot of coff;e ready at all 
times during the day so that faculty 
members would drop in and chat was 
one school librarian's secret for suc
cess. Her student assistants did most 
of the work and were so enthusiastic 
tha t they advert ised the library service 
to the student body and brought in 
many customers each day. 

Librarians have other interests. One 
was a physical education instructor, 
another was a chemistry inst ructor, and 
three served also as school principals. 

Schools have reported the existance 
of book budgets and part-time librar
ians when, in fact, none existed . 

Other Library Staff 
One of the weakest aspects of the 

school libraries was the staff, ot her 
than the Ji.brarian. The new school li 
brary standards call for one full-time 
clerk for ·every 500 students enrolled; 
few schools met this · criteria. Only 15 
libraries were ra ted excellent, whereas 
one hundred fifty were rated ei ther fa ir 
or poor. The vast majority had only 
student assistants. 

Often there ·were too many student 
assistants, sometimes as many as 100. 
Students who worked no more than 
one hour a week got very little experi
ence. However, others worked ten or 
t welve hours per week and became 
extremely valuable. Many were bright 
and attractive students whose ~nterest 
in li:brarianship as a career should have 
been encouraged. Occasionally compe
tition exis ted for student ass istantships, 
and only honor roll students were 
accepted. 

In some school libraries student as
sistan ts did a great variety of t asks, 
even to teJling stories and running the 
circulation desk. 

The Central High School Library in 
Trenton, New Jersey, had no studen t 
assistants, while the Westtown School 
Library in Pennsylvania not only had 
th em, but also paid t hem! 

Book Collections 
Size - Book collections were among 
the poorest aspects of these -libraries. 
On ly thirty-two schools had book col
lections rated excellent ; thirty were 
rated poor. In general, they were not 
large enough. 

There was an average of three to 
five books per student in these s•chool 
libraries whose book collections aver
aged 3,000 volumes in elementary 
schools, 3,200 in junior high schools, 
and 6,000 or 7,000 in high schools . The 
book collections ranged ':in size from 
1,000 to 6,000 books for the elementary 
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schools, from 300 to 8,000 books for 
junior high schools, and from 500 to 
90,000 books for the high school librar
ies ! The library with 90,000 books was 
that of Girard College. 

The new school library standards 
suggest a mi nim um of ten well-selected 
books per student. A superior coll ec
tion requires at least 20 books per 
student; this means 6,(00 volumes for 
the typical elementary school, and 10,000 
to 11,000 for junior and senior high 
schools. No elementary and no junior 
-high school library had reached ten 
books per student. High school librar
ies more frequently met this criterion. 
The Ellis School for Girls in Newton 
Square, Pennsylvan ia, had 32 books 
per student. 
Budget - The book budget is a key 
to the support given ·by the school 
administration to the school library and 
to the interest of the fac ul ty in It . It 
is also an indication of the vision, 
ambition and aggressiveness of the 
librarian. About fifty schools were rated 
excellent on budget; thirty were rated 
poor. 

For elementary and high schools the 
average annual budget for materials 
was almost $2 per student. For junior 
high schools it was only $!.ZS. The 
range was from nothing to the expen
diture of $24 per student at St. An
drew's School Library in Middletown, 
Delaware. Probably t en to fiftee n per 
cent . spent fifty cents or less per stu
dent. When I visited them, most of the 
public s-chool libraries in Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, New York, and Tu lsa were 
spending about this fig ure. A t the 
other extreme, at least half a dozen 
Hbra ries were already s,pending more 
than $5 per student. And a few for
tunate libraries had unlimited book 
budgets I The Germantown High 
School, Central High School, and the 
Girard College Libraries all in Phila
delphia, had their own endowment 
funds for books. 
Content - Frequently in _ school li
braries fiction dominated the collection, 
sometimes compriS'ing half of the books. 
Or to state ' it another way, sometimes 
the fiction collections were almost ad
equate, while the non-fiction collection 
was poor. Although a large fiction col~ 
lection is desirable, the good school 
with a strong facu lty depends heavily 
on non- fi ct ion reading materials for 
curricular work. 

A lack of sufficiently challenging 
material, both fiction and non-fiction, 
for gifted students, was frequently evi-
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dent. Many gifted secondary school 
students read on au adult level, and 
needed college level books. To some 
extent this was even true in elemen

tary schools. 
At the other extreme, libraries were 

often poorly prepared to care for the 
student with reading difficulties. A few 
of the Philadelphia high s,chools served 
retarded students almost exclusively; 
book collections were being adjusted 
accordingly. 

Collections of professional materials 

for th e faculty were usually poor or 
non1-existent. The new standards call 
for 200 to 1,000 book titles and 25 to 
50 professional magazine titl-es, and I 
saw almost no libraries which met these 
standards. 

Periodicals were often used a great 
deal, and most school libraries did not 
have enough of them. The average 
number in high schools was 50, in 
junior high schools about 35, and in 
elementary schools often there were 
none at all, but some had as many as 
25 titles. One high school library re
ceived 150 periodical titles. School ii
brary standards suggest at least 50 
titles for an elementary school, 70 
titles for a junior high school, and at 
least 120 titles for a sen ior high school. 
P 'e riodicals add so much to a library's 
usefulness that all libraries should have 
had the titles indexed in either the 
Abridged or the Unabridged Readers 
Guide and should have •provided one of 
these indexes as a key to their peri
odical contents. Of course, many school 
libraries had neither ~ndex. Secondary 
schools which had a student body in
terested in college pr-eparatory work 
usually owned the Unabridged Readers 
Guide and provided back volumes of 
periodicals. Magazines were • heavily 
used for ,curricular and for recreation
al purposes. Storage space for back 
issues was often hard to find . 

Many libraries needed weeding and 
would have been greatly improved if 
two thirds of the books had been 
thrown away_ Undoubtedly some ad
ministrators were afraid of parent and 

accrediting agency reaction to bare 
shelves, but the shelves should have 
been filled with new, mended, or re
bound books within the next year. 

One library wh•ich I weeded began 
with 1,500 books and ended with 300. 
The principal recognized its value1 and 
weeding \Vas one of his first steps to
wa rd putting the library on its feet. 

Often book losses were a problem 

and provided unwanted weeding. One 
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high school in Philadelphia lost five per 
ce nt of its book collection each year. 

Card Catalog 
The card catalog in school libraries 

was usually neither particularly good 
nor poor. Some lib raries had no public 
card catalog; it is quite possible to get 
along without one in a small library. 
In many of the school libraries, the 
students obviously did not know how to 
and therefore did not use the card 
catalog. In some elementary libraries 
such as that a t the Chatham Park 
School in Haverford Township, Penn

sylvania, the students were given in
struction on using the cata log and 
were quite successful in finding their 
own books. 

A surprising number of libraries did 
original cataloging using neither Wilson 
nor Library of Congress printed cards. 
Their excuses were numerous: A) this 

was cheaper, or B) they were accus
tomed to doing it this way or C) it 
saved time. It is doubtful if any of 
these excuses were valid. 

A t the Junior High School Library 
in Chanute1 Ka.nsas, th e catalog was 
composed of jackets of interesting 
books. For instance, under adventure 
stories were the jackets of several 
dozen interesting adventure books. 

The Laboratory Elementary School 
Library at the State Teachers Col
lege in Towson, Maryland

1 
had a first 

grade card catalog. At the Curtis In
stitute of Music, a school for sl.l[lerior 
musicians of hig h s,chool age1 the small 

library used the Library of Congress 
classification. 

U,e 
What about the use of these librar

ies? Fortunately, this was a r elatively 
haP1PY picture since many of them were 
used heavily, and my overall evaluation 
showed use to rank second in quality. 
Among junior high and elementary 

school libraries, use ranked first; only 
one of them rated poor in use. 

Many of the libraries equalled a cir
culation figure of one charge per 
student per week for the entire stu• 
dent body. In fact the Yardley Ele
menta ry School Library circulated 2½ 
books per student per week. This in
dicated heavy reading and showed that 
the library, at least q.uantitatively 
speaking, was achieving part of its 
goals. 

Some libraries had heavy total circu
lations. One li sted 150,000 circulations 
for the year. Many school library cir
culation desks were as busy as most 
college or public library desks. 
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Of course, there were many school 
librar ies which were not heavily used. 
The per stude nt circulation in some 
libraries was little more than one charge 
per year. These libraries made no 
strong impact on the studen t body and 
remain ed out of the main current of 
student study and use. 

In some of the junior high and ele
mentary schools students were s-ched
uled to visit the library regularly for 
one :period each week throughout the 
year. Ordinarily they charged out a 
book and returned it when they visited 
again the next week. 

The Faulk Road E lementary School 
in Wilmington was so busy that the 
librarian hoped to set up a branch 
libra.ry. In a high school in Oklahoma, 
however, the librar ian sat in a cage 
behind a locked door fo the study 
hall and ,passed out books from the 
store room; this library had no book 
budget. 

Instruction. - One of my favorite 
questions is about instru ction in li
brary use. Is it g iven to s tudents? 

This question has tended to separate 
the sheep from the goats, the good 
librar ies from the poor. A type of pro
gram of 1nstruction in library use is 
important; where no provision is made 
for it, use often is poor. Some schools 
had none, some had instruction for new 
students, some gave instruction to all 
students; and some gave formal credit 
course work in it. 

Service and Summary 
Service. - The last factor evaluated 
was the general quality of service. This 
was a summary of a11 characteristics 
and was particularly designed to answer 
the question "Was the service ex-cellent, 
good, fair, or poor?" In junior high 
schools my conclusions seem to have 

been on the negative side, while among 
eleme ntary and senior high schools 
they were not strongly in eit her direc
tion since only a few libraries scored 
excellent or poor. 
Summary. - What ty.pes of libraries 
came out best in the final analysis? 
Wh'ich were most effective? This is 
difficult to decide and the data are in
adequate. The average senior high 
school was larger and had a better 
budget than the other types of libraries. 
H owever, in relation to its task and 
its student body, it ,came out poorest. 
I have more fa ir and poor ratings for 
senior high schools than for either of 

the other two kinds. On the other 
hand, elementary school librar ies came 
out best overall. 

• 

• 



• 
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What about the difference between 
public, parochial, and private school li
braries? The poorest of these three 
categories ,vas the Catholic parish 
school libraries. There was much room 
for improvement ~n most of them. 
The private school libraries were super
ior to the public school libraries. 

Probably the very best of the school 
libraries which I saw were a few in
dependent private school libraries, such 
as those at the Lawrenceville School 
and Girard College. Many of the pri
vate school librarians were very for
tunate to work with carefully selected 
student groups. 

Which area had the better libraries, 
the Midwest or the East? As a gen
eralization, I found the school libraries 
in the East to be superior to those in 
the Midwest. 

Additional Topics 
There are a number of topics which 
wish to mention briefly before clos

ing. These arc school library problems 
about which I have reached some con
clusions. 

Cooperation. - One of the hottest 
topics in librarianship currently is 
school and public library cooperation. 
Undotrb tedly, we need more coopera
tion, but I have seen litt le of it. The 
librarians have usually gone their own 
wa.ys and have not gotten together to 
discuss their mutual p roblems, even 
though their cl ienteles overlapped a 
great deal. I have often asked if the 
school librarian and public librarian 
cooperated in book ordering, but usu
ally the answer was "no". 

Rea.ding Guidance. - Reading guidance 
is one of the most important activities 
of the school librar ian. Only by guid
ing and advising the student in his 
reading and development can the li
brarian begin to achieve his potential 
effectiveness. At the Prairie Village 
Elementary School in Kansas, a gre~t 
deal of reading guidance was given be
cause the librarian knew the reading 
hab'its, interests, and weaknesses of all 
the students and had time to give them 
personal attention. However, most 
school librarians were too busy with 
their study halls and cataloging to wor
ry about it. 

In Tulsa's Lowell Elementary School, 
the library was in one of the largest 
rooms I saw, and it served also as the 
school cafeteria. Each student had one 
hour ea.ch day of free reading time 
there, and a record was kept of his 
reading. Reading guidance was given 

T HE ALPHABE T 

throughout the day by the full-time 

librarian. 
Four or F ive Year Educa tional Pro 
gram? - Many of these school librar
ians had had only four years of edu
cation instead of the customary five . Is 
four years enough? I am more con
cerned with the librarian's attitudes. 
When be looks upon his responsibil
it ies as those of a professional and 
acts like one, instead of like a clerk or 
technician, he wilt probably be suc
cessful. A liberal arts education is 
important, but it is wasted on some 
people. 

Generally it ;s true that the best 
school library positions go to gradu 
ates of the fifth year library schools, 
and most of the poorest ones are held 
by four year graduates. Most of the 
good four year graduates who wish 
successful careers get the fifth year. 
For everyone, five is preferable to four. 
The Schools. - Of course, the essen
tial problem of the inferior school 
library was not the library itself, but 
the school. Many of the inferior school 
libraries were quite small and were in 
small schools where little else was ac
ceptable either. Some experts have 
said that no school with an enrollment 
of fewer than 300 students can be ex
pected lo support a decent library, I 
would probably place his number at 
nearer l ,OCX) students . But the hn
portant factor is the extent of the 
school's income. U ntil all schools reach 
certain minimum standards of size and 
support, we can expect to have some 
inferior school libraries. 

The communities through their school 
board representatives have the ultimate 
responsibility for providing good school 
library service. So, constant pressure 
must be brought to make them realize 
their responsibilities. One must be a 
good politician to be a successful school 
librarian. 

Audio-Visua l Materials. - Some school 
librarians will have nothing to do with 
audio-visual facilities, while others are 
happy to supervise them. It makes no 
difference who has them as long as 
they are being handled successfully. 
The movement toward making the 
school library an educational materials 
center, however, suggests the import
ance of these materials in the school, 
and many libraries include them. Few 
sC' hool libraries have the physical facil
ities to serve properly as educational 
materials centers, however. 
P rogress. - In recent years we have 
seen a "stretching out" of school Ii-
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brarianship, with a few far-seefog 
leaders moving progressively farther in 
front of the more conservative follow
ers. To the leaders a book budget of 
$10 per student is only satisfactory, 
while it is visionary to many of the 
followers. 

School librarianship is a rapidly ad
vancing field which has left many school 
administrators far behind. In many 
schools the librarian is a relatively 
you ng and p rogressive person well 
'lware of new school library standarc!s, • 
whereas the principal and the super
intendent come from another genera
tion in which school i:ibraries were 
much less important. For the new 
generation school librarian to persuade 
the older generation superintendent 
that school libraries are important is 
ofte n difficult. 

The idea of school libraries as cur
riculum materials centers may have this 
same kind of history, that of slow 
development with many school people 
findin g this idea too progressive. 

NEW MEMBERS 
(Contlnuea from Page Two) 

Falls, la. ; Arley J onish, Cedar Falls, 
la.; Fred Ma, Cedar Falls, la. 
P i Chapter 
STUDENT MEMBERS: Christina 
Burr, Refugio, Texas; Anna Jane Co
lunga, San Antonio, Texas; Eva Flores, 
Stockton, Texas; Jeann1.e Gleitz, San 
Antonio, Texas; Sylvia Gonzales, San 
Antonio, Texas; Laura Gutierrez, La
redo, Texas; Lucy H itzfelder, San An
tonio, Texas; Judy Huck, Bellaire, 
Texas; Carolyn Loranzo, J ourdontown, 
Texas; Socorro Martinez, San Anton
io, Texas; Cecile Normand, Alexandria, 
La.; Helene Prikoti San Antonio, 
Texas ; Virginia Reeves, Lubbock, 
Texas; Marie Teresa Ruis, San An-
tonio, Texas. 

FIVE-YEAR ALUMNI MEM
BERS: Evelyn Merriweather, San 
Antonio, Texas. 
Rho Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS : Dorothy 
Bauer, Reading, Pa.; Ethel Briggs, 
Kutztown, Pa. ; Carol Cowles, Newport
ville, Pa.; Jeffrey Dorn, Levittown, Pa.; 
Tony Farnell, Hazelton, Pa,; Myron 
Fasnacht, Ephrata, Pa.; Marie Felegy, 
Emmaus, Pa.; Mary Hafer, Werners
vi lle, Pa.; Delores Handwerk, Germans
vill, Pa.; Eleanor Kratzer, Emmaus, 
Pa. ; Carol A. Mann, Coopersburg, Pa.; 
Bonnie Miller, Wellsboro, Pa.; Carol 
M Moll, Bowers, Pa.; Margaret Mor-

(Contlnu ed on P age Eight) 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION 
(Continued from PaKe Two) 

The warm hospitality of Kappa 
Chapter1 the efficient work of those 
responsible for the Convention, the 
st imulat ing experience of meeting with 
students · from a ll par ts of the Un itt:d 
States who a re interested in librar
ianship as a career and the beauty of 
the Pennsylva nia landscape will linger 
long in the memories of those Alpha 
Beta A lpha members fortunate 

"enough to attend the Fifth National 
Alpha Beta Alpha Convent ion. 

NEW MEMBERS 
(Continued !rom Page Seven) 

ris, A llentown, Pa.; Susan P eczek, 
Bethlehem, Pa.; Felicia Palischak, 
Readfog, Pa.; Sandra Schmeckenbeck
er, Wysox, P a. ; Edith Shafer, Corn
wells Heigh ts, Pa. ; Grace Shope, 
Monument, Pa.; Myrtle Snavely, Al
burtis, Pa.; Dawn Swoyer, Kutztown, 
Pa.; E lizabeth Westkott, Wyomissing, 
Pa. 

FIVE-YEAR ALUMN I MEM
BERS: Anna Louise Harder, Bethle
hem, P a. 

Sigma Chapter 
ST UDENT MEMBERS : Mrs. Bue 

Arnold, Kalamazoo, M ich.; Ga il Ben
nett, F lint, Mich. ; A. F. Chilmeran, 
Hosu l, Iraq; Barbara F ischer, Bay City, 
Mich.; Pat Halferty, White Pigeon, 
Mich. ; Karen Hall, Tecumseh, Mich.; 
Mrs. Marcia Hasermann, Kalamazoo, 
Mich.; Janet Hope, Kalamazoo, Mich. ; 
Ann Kelly, Muskegon, Mich; Barbara 
Knudson, Alpena, Mich; Mahala Lynn, 
E lizabethtown, Ky. ; Sharon Molter, 
Sturgis, Mich. ; Mary Simmons, Mid-
land, Mich.; Ma ry An n Strieter, Bay 
Port, Mich.; Patricia Sullivan, Detroit, 
Mich. 
Tau Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS : June Carol 
A nderson, River Grove, Ill.; Mary 
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E lizabeth Baker, Rockton, Ill. ; Berna
dette M. Brejcha, LaGrange Park, Ill.; 
Geraldine L. Hilt , Newark, Ill. ; Marjo
r ie Maushak, Hatnpshire, Ill. ; Carol 
Marilyn Silvius, Oswego, Ill. 

PROFESSIONAL ME MB ER S: 
LaVe rne A. Walther, DeKalb, Ill. 
Upsilon Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS : Dale Hicks, 
:Martinsburg, W. Va.; Martha H erbert, 
Martinsburg, W. V a.; B on n i e 
O'Rourke, Mar tinsburg, W. Va. 
Chi Chapter 

FIVE-YEAR ALUMNI MEM
BERS : Sharon Deaver; Shirley Deaver. 
Psi Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Carolyn 
Buff, Poplar Bluff, Mo. ; Susan Dal
Omega Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: William 
Byrge, Jacksbora, Tenn.; Roberta 
Campbell , Benton, Tenn.; Marilyn 
Cook, Nashville, Tenn.; Anna Lee E lk
ins, Clinton, Tenn. ; Remer Farmer, 
Ande rson, S .C.; Gailya Ann Findley, 
Nashvill e, Te nn.; John Gillespie, Se
vier vi lle, Tenn.; .Connie Guffee, 11:a.cli
son, Ten n.; Kathy Jones, Apison, T enn. ; 
11:yra Lois Levine, Knoxvi lle, Tenn. ; 
Martha Lillard, Benton, Tenn.; Betty 
Jean Overton, Speedwell, Tenn. ; Bren
da Owens, Jamestown, Tenn.; Adeline 
T homas, Ben ton, Texas; Ma ry Ann 
T homson, K noxvill e, Tenn. 

PROFESSIONAL M E M B ER S : 
Alice Geiger, Knoxville, Tenn.; All ice 
Masters, Knoxvi lle, Tenn.; Eugenia 
Mau ldin, Knoxi lle, Tenn .; Dorothy E. 
Ryan, K noxvill e, Tenn.; Mary J ane 
Sharp, Knoxvi lle, Tenn. 
A lpha Alpha Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS: Marian 
Janet Allen, F layd, Va . ; Susan Eliza
beth Bankert, Hampstead, Mo.; Eliza 
beth Ann Carter, Big Stone Gap, Va.; 
Nancy K. Clements, Courtland, Va.; 
Janice Clinedinst, Sa lem, Va . ; Elizabeth 
Cropper, Carrollton, Va.; P ~ncelia E . 
Dakan, Bridgeport, W . Va.; Carol 
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Eudailey, Dinwiddle, Va.; Emily Nina 
F letcher, Manassas, Va. ; Carole Gil
liam, Gaithers!burg, Mel.; Na ncy H ar
mon, H illsville, Va.; Sarah G. Moore, 
Richmond, Va . ; Madeline Peebles, 
Wakefield, Va.; Patricia A. Peyton, 
Lorton, Va.; Constance Dee Rosen
berger, Carrollton, Va.; Dorothy C. 
Shaw, Alexandria, Va.; Elouise Smith, 
Falls Church, Va. ; Sandra Virgini a 
Smith, Buffalo Junction, Va. ; Rebec
ca Thomas, Holland, Va.; Mae Imogene 
Turner, Broadway, Va. ; Sandra Lynn 
Umberger, W ytheville, Va. ; Sara 
Webb, Lynchburg, Va . ; Eleanor EI'iza
beth \,Vrig ht,' Front Royal, Va. 

PROFESSIONAL M E MBERS : 
Milbrey J ones, Harrisonburg, Va. ; Joe 
W. Kraus, Harrisonburg, Va. 

FIVE-YEAR ALUMN I MEM
BERS : Ann Callender, Arlington, Va. ; 
Charlotte M. Gratz, Richmond, Va.; 
Richard H. Lester , J r ., Richmond, Va. 

ALUMN I LIFE MEM BERS : Ar
nette Stinson, Newport Ne,vs, Va. 

CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS: 
Elizabeth Downey, Harrisonburg, Va.; 
Ferne H. Hoover, Timberville, Va. 
Alpha Beta Chapter 

STUDENT MEMBERS : Maude 
Billeu, Thibodaux, La.; M rs. Rhea Dill, 
Raceland, La.; Mrs. Frances Donnes, 
Thibodaux, La.; Judy Gros, T hibodaux, 
La.; Easton Kennedy, Houma, La.; 
Gera ldine Le Blanc, Lockport, La.; M rs. 
Issabelle LeBlanc, Houma, La. ; Mary 
Katherine Le Blanc, Lockport, La.; 
Dori s Pertuit, Raceland, La.; Mrs. 
Billie :rvr. Price, Raceland, La.; Margaret 
Shaffer, Houma, La.; Elveta Sims, 
Houma, La.; :M rs. 11arie Tor torich, 
Donaldsonvi lle, La. ; Vincent Tortorich, 
Donaldsonvi lle, La. 

PROFESSIONAL ME M B ER S: 
Rosalie Chauvin, Thibodaux, La. ; Mrs. 
Dorot hy Hillman, Thibodaux, La; 
Mrs Rosemary G. Porche, T hibodaux, 
La.; James Lyn n Powe ll, Thibodaux, 
La. 
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