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PAGE 2 

OUR PRESIDENT 

MIKEL McGEA TH 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'S 
COLUMN 

Fraternity history has just been 
made. The Sixth Biennial Conven
tion brought together ABA mem
bers from the far reaches of the 
United States. From Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia) and Florida, from 
Louisiana, Tennes·see, Kentucky, and 
Texas and from the several chap
ters representing the Middle West, 
chapter delegates convened at Ced
ar Falls. Although we were given a 
"rainy" welcome, the hospitality and 
warm friendly welcome of our hosts 
and hostesses more than compen
sated for the inclement weather. 

As a result of the work at Cedar 
Falls, four committees have been 
appointed to make reports to the 
Fraternity in 1963-64. President Mc
Geatl1 has appointed the followmg 
chapters to serve on these commit
tees: I. Committee to study the 
frequency of publkation and form 
of our. periodical, The Alphabet -
X i, chairman, Alpha, Mu, and Nu. 
2. Commitee to study and make rec
ommendations on redistricting the 
chapters of the Fraternity - Rho, 
chairman, Gamma, Sigma and Phi. 
3. Com m i t t e e on constitutional 
change-Chi', chairman, Kap.pa, Eta 
and Pi. 4. Committee to study the 
method of se'lecting national offi
cers- - Theta, chairman, Iota, Epsi
lon, Psi and Alpha Alpha. 

One committee acted at the Con
vention to set up criteria for the 
selection of m e m b e r s to receive 
Merit Award Certificates. Ballots 
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EDITORIAL 
It seems that in the past year a 

lot of attention has been given to 
the problem of recruitment. At the 
National Convention, I noticed fr.om 
talks with the various delegates and 
from some of the meetings that most 
of the Chapters: give some attention 
to this subject. In fact, a few of the 
Chapters have very active recruit
ment programs. A lso, I noticed that 
one Chapter does not consider it 
important. They feel that bettering 
their professional standards is more 
important. I, too, feel that we should 
work to better the professional 
standards of our members, but this 
need not take all our time and en
ergy. There definitely should be a 
program of _recru-itment in e a c h 
Chapter. 

What do T mean by a program of 
recmitment? Just that each Chap
ter shou ld have a definite program 
of rec::uitment activities. It need 
not be an elaborate program. One 
or two big activities during the year 
and a good public relations progr.am 
throughout the year would be suf
ficient. 

By public relations I do not mean 
just publicity. This is only one phase 
of PR and it should enter into your 
progcam. Each Chapter should have 
a Reporter as an officer, a.nd a com
mittee of members: to work with 
him. The Reporter's main duty 
would be to publicize the Fraternity 
in every way possible. Almost every 
college has a student newspaper or 
some similar publication - some 
are daily and some weekly. These 
publications usually welcome News 

for the acceptance of these crite:-fa 
have been distributed along with the 
ballot for officers. As soon as all' 
chapters have r esponded to these 
criteria, you1 will be notified and re
quest sheets wi!J be distributed to 
you all. 

As the year draws to a close, it 
is time fo:- us to look back upon our 
past accomplishments to evaluate 
the work of our chapte

1

:-s, to continue 
those activihes which have strength
ened the chapters, during the past 
and to dedicate ourselves anew to 
the task of making our chapters, 
and in that way our Fraternity, an 
ever vital influence in r.ecruiting in
terested, talented young people into 
the field of library science. 

Best wishes to all of you fo, a 
restful and satis,fying vacation. 

Fraternallv 

Eunice H. Speer 
Executive Secretary 
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f::om the various campus organiza
tions. How do they get this News? 
In most cases it is supplied by the 
organizations. You may have noticed 
that I have been capitalizing the 
word ''News." I did this for a reason 
- make your news News and not 
just a reproduction of the minutes 
of your meeting. The average stud
ent on campus is not interested in 
learning that the meeting was. cal
led to order by the President at 
6 :34 P. M., and that Beverly gave 
a report on the picnic, and Susan 
gave one on the field trip. What 
was the most important part of your 
meeting? Was it the program, the 
fact that you are going on a field 
trip, or that you will have a picnic 
next week? Let's say that the most 
important thing was the program. 
It consisted of a speech by a faculty 
member on "Contemporary Adoles
cent F iction." Don't just state that 
Dr. Blank gave a talk on adolescent 
literature, but write a r.eport on the 
talk, - including suitable quotes. 
This is good publicity and good pub
lic relations because others on cam
pus can see what you are doing. 

The other Cha4> ter members can 
play a part in the drive for good 
public relations - their day to day 
activities are evaluated by others. 
The actions of your Chapter a nd 
your members can help a lot in 
changing that sterotyped image of 
the librarian. Did you know that 
just wearing your ABA pin is good 
PR? 

So far I have been talking about 
how good public releti'ons can help 
in recruiting. But what are some of 
these big recruiting activities? 

Many of the Chapters take part 
in a high school r.ecruitment day. 
This day is usually called by diffe:
ent names in the various places, but 
they all usually consist of talks and 
discussion groups on careers in Li
brary Science and on ABA. Many 
of the Chapters conduct tours of 
the campus during the day. Some 
of these "Career Days" are devoted 
solely to Library Science, and some 
are part of a campus-wide pr.og::am. 

Some of the Chapters have dis
plays and exhibit s on Librarianship 
as a Caree: and on ABA. These 
displays and exhibits are usually in 
the Col'lege or University Library. 

lnvitmg interested students on 
field trips and to program meetings 
is anothe:- way to recruit. It is sur
prising how many students in other 
fields - English, math, social scienc
es, elementary education, etc. -
have decided to minor in Library 

(Continued On Page Three) 
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THE NATIONAL 
uFocus on the Profession" was 

the theme of the sixth national, bi
ennial convention of Alpha Beta 
Alpha, which was held on April 26-
27, at State College of Iowa, Cedar 
Falls, Iowa. 

On Friday morning there was 
registra tion and an informal recep
tio.n in the Faculty Room of Gil
christ Hall'. While these activities 
we r e in progress, the Executive 
Council was meeting elsewhere. 

At 11 :30 A. M., Mikel McGeath 
(Sigma) President, opened the ficst 
general session in the Faculty Room 
of Gilchrist Hall. President Mc
Geath extended a welcome to the 
group and 1·ntr.oduced the National 
Officers. The Official Delegates and 
their Alternates from the various 
Chapters were then recognized and 
seated. The Executive Secretary, 
Miss Eunice Speer (Mu), gave a 
brief report. She read a letter from 
Dr. Eugene P. Watson, Past Exe
cutive Secretary, who was unable 
to attend the convention M i s s 
Speer told the group that t;vo chap
ters are to be instaJ-led in the near 
future - University of Oklahoma 
and Florence State College of Ala
bama - and that another one has 
been approved by the Executive 
Council. Ano t her announcement 
was tha t Theta Chapter is to be
come active again in the fall'. Miss 
Speer reminded the delegates that 
some Chapters have still not paid 
their dues for the year. The fir st 
general session closed with an
nouncement s fr.om David Green, 
President of Xi Chapter. 

T h e second general session, a 
lu ncheon meeting, was held in the 
dining room of the SCI Commons; 
Mariana Steele (Xi), Vice Presi
dent, preSided. After the meal, the 
delegates heard a talk on "Educa
tion for the Profession" by Miss 
Rachel Schenk, Director of the Li
brary School, University of Wis
consin. Miss Schenk said, in part, 
"When you go on for your year in 
a graduate library school to earn 
the Master's degree, I hope you will 
find it th e most challenging, profit
able and thoroughly pleasant yeas 
of your life. Most of you have had 
a very happy introduction to the 
freld of librarianship; if this were 
not true, you wouM not be here to
day. Because you have found your 
field of work let us examine what 
the graduate libra ry school expects 
of you." She then told about the re
quirements of most library schools 
and the steps to take in applying 
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CONVENTION 
f o • admittance to these school~. 
M i s s Schenk mentioned several 
available scholarships and sources 
of information about others. She 
then talked about the life of a li
brary schoot student. The last part 
of her talk was about finding a po
sition . She said, "I do not know of 
a f1 cl<l which you could enter and 
be so wanted as you will be in li
l;rary work." And she ended her 
talk - " 'Come, for all things are 
prepared' - we welcome you into 
the p::ofession." 

The remainder of the afternoon 
was taken up with the "circles of 
information,,, Th r c e simultaneous 
workshops were conducted. Each of 
the delegates attended one of these 
sessions. The topics were "Pledge 
:Manuals," "Criteria for Award Cer
t if i ca t es , " and "Constitutional 
Changes." 

A banquet, the third general ses
s1·on, was hel'd at the Knights of 
Columbus Hall in Waterloo, Iowa. 
After a delicious meal, the group 
was welcomed by Mr. Donald 0. 
Rod, Head of the Library and Li
brary Science Department, St ate 
College of Iowa. The response was 
given by Vice-Pr.esident Mariana 
Steele (Xi) . Mikel McGeath, Pres
ident, introduced the guests at the 
head table and the musical enter
tainment for the night. Miss Bar
bara Gordon, a soprano, gave a 
beautiful aendition of "I Feel Pret
ty," from West Side Story and "'Tit 
There Was You.'' from Music Man. 

The main address of the evening, 
"Opportunities in College and Uni
versity Librarianship," was deliver
ed by Dr. Leslie Dunlap, Director 
of L'ibraries at the University of 
Iowa. A synopsis of his s·peech ap
pears elsewhere in th1·s issue. The 
even ing ended with a picture-taking 
session. 

The fin a l day of the Convention 
began with a breakfast for the 
Chapter Sponsors given by Miss 
Noonan, Xi Sponsor, at the local 
airport, and with an informal meet
ing of the student delegates in the 
Georgian Lounge of the Commons. 

The fourth general session was 
held in the Faculty Room of Gil
christ Hall. Wanda Fanter (Mu), 
National Treasurer, presided. At 
this mee ting, the leaders of the "ci:-
cles of information" gave reports on 
the work done by their groups. 

The next session was a. luncheon 
meeting held in the Commons. Wan
da Fanter presided. It was announc

(Contlnued On Page Five) 
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CONVENTION BUSINESS 

Treasurer Wanda Fanter present
ed her report, and it was accepted. 

A report of the nominating com
mittee was given and accepted. The 
followin g were nominated to serve 
as the National Officers during 
1963-64: President, Patsy McElray 
(Epsilon); Vice-President, Margie 
Wilson (Alpha) ; Treasurer, Arlet
ta Warrwick (Mu); Executive Sec
retary, Eunice Speer (Mu); Coun
cilmen: one member each from Om
ic;:on, Sigma, Psi, Nu, and Eta. 

An officia l "Pledge Manual" was 
adopted as set up by the group. 

Cr.iteria for a Merit Award Cer
tificate were approved as set up 
by the group. 

The following committees are to 
be set up: 

A special committee to make i'm
provements in the process" of elect
ing national officers. 

A committee to work on redis
tricting. 

A committee to consider making 
The Alphabet a monthly publica
tion. 

A committee to work on revising 
and clarifyrng the Constitution. 

OFFICIAL DELEGATES 
Alpha ____________ Ann Matthews 

Beta ------------ Elizabeth Gultey 
Gamma ______________ Ann Groves 
Delta __ _____ Nancy Carole Segars 
Epsilon __________ Barbara Collier 
Eta ----------- ----- Linda Ralton 
Kappa __________ Barbara Stehman 

Mu --------- -------- Paula Kesner 

-~r : :: :: :::::::: :::_ ! _ea;u~et;;~ 
Omicron ___ ____ __ Rubia Mai Byrd 
Pi _______________ Cecile Normand 

Rho ------------ Morell D. Boone 
Sigma ____________ Mary Simmons 
Upsilon -------- - Phyllis A. Miller 
Phi ----------- --- Linda DeJongh 
Chi -------- --- -- -- - Bessie Weaver 
Psi ____ ______________ Mary Miner 
Omega __ Robert William LaFarge 

EDITORIAL 
(Continued From P.age Two) 

Science just through the mflu ence 
of an ABA member. 

There are many other act1v1t1 es 
tha t a Chapter can participate in to 
recruit new members and future 
lib.-ar ians. I am sure that each of 
you can add to this list. 

One thing to remember always is 
that to be recruitment minded is 
to be public re lations minded. The 
two go hand 111 hand. 

- Ann Matthews 
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OPPORTUNITIES IN COLLEGE AND 
UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANSHIP (Abridged) 

LESLIE W. DUNLAP 

As a confirmed librarian, I am 
pleased to have a par.t in the Sixth 
Nationa l Conference of Alpha Beta 
Alpha, the stated aims of which are: 
(I) to further the professional know
ledge of its members; (2) to pro
mote fellowship, and (3) to serve 
as a recruiting agency for hbrar
ians. Each of these objectives is im
po.-tant, a n d you r organization 
should give due attention to a ll 
thr.ee 

The topic a s·s igned to me is "Op
portunities for. young peopte in col
lege and university librarianship," 
which points at the very heart of 
the recruiting problem. Our profes
sion has failed to communicate the 
basic a ttractions of our work, but 
there are signs of improvements in 
this direction. The acute shortage 
of librarians has brought us atten
tion in quarters, popular magazines, 
for example, where we would not 
ha.ve been mentioned a few years: 
ago ... 

Between the reality of the dedi
cated person who works for little 
or nothing in small librar ies, and 
th e err.atic efforts of Hollywood 
and Madison Avenue lies the chal
lenge of librarianship which we 
m us t communicate to promising 
young people. We have failed in this 
for two reasons: (I ) the principal 
appeal of librarianship lies in work
ing with books and people - which 
is exceedingly difficult to drama
tize - and (2) too often we talk to 
the wrong prospects·. For years, the 
lite,ature describing librarianship 
has been designed to appeal to high 
school students although few libr
ar ians - except those precoci'ous 
souls· w·ho "just always wanted to be 
librarians" - were challenged by 
librar ianship until they were in or 
even out of college. Our most prom
ising hunting ground should be the 
strong liberal arts colleges, because 
a higher propo,tion of their stud
ents expect to pursue advanced 
work in graduate or professional 
schools .. . 

The displacement of men by ma
chines is but one of many vast so
cial changes which affect employ
ment in our country. Others which 
aggravate unemployment among the 
unskilled a n d contribute to th e 
shortage of the highly skilled are 
our expanding population, the con
tinuing trend toward urbanization, 
and a peasistent raising of the edu
cational level of our citiizens .. . 

Against this background of a ci't
izenry which is growing rapidly and 
spending more years in school, let 
us observe the conditions which 
contribute to the present and future 
shortage of l'ibrar.ians. The num
ber produced annually by accredited 
library schools fell in the ear 1 y 
1940's to less than 1,000. And today 
we have a difficult time attracti'ng 
enough good students to produce 
each year 2,400 librarians, more 
than two-fhirds of whom co m e 
from accredited library schools. Ac
cording to carefu l estimates, about 
4,000 librarians will be trained in 
1969-70, a year in which we will 
need about 7,000 new lib,arians. 

The shortage of librarians, as you 
have heard many times during this 
Conference, is: found in all types of 
libraries; and a qu ick review of the 
shortages elsewhere will help us to 
better understand the problem in 
the college and university field . F or, 
in this country, libradans in one 
type of library, public for example, 
move readily to another; so, as with 
water, the level is likely to be uni
form unless a place is protected by 
a dike or a dam, be it the qualifica 
tions required of medical librarians 
or the teaching certificate requi:-ed 
of school librari'ans. The most per
vasive factor contributing to the 
shortage of librarians is the thr.ee 
to-onc rat io of women to me n 
a.mo n g library school graduates. 
Many women enter l•ibra:-iansh ip, as 
they do nursing and teaching, in 
the expectation of working a few 
years before marriage; and, if their 
plans mature, they leave to r.ear 
fam ilies and may not return. This is 
not an evil to be corrected - indeed, 
librarianship is an excellent field 
fo, a young woman becaus·e she 
may re-enter after her family is 
grown, but this is a factor hardly 
realized by our colleagues engaged 
in training engineers, dentists, and 
attorneys. 

Another dominant factor contrib
uting to the shortage of librarians 
is our increasing dependence on 
records, most of which arc kept on 
paper. In simpl e societies, the print
ed page has a s·mall pl'ace, or, in
deed, among savages, none at all; 
but our civilization could not sur
vive without paper. and print. 

Our need for ready access to in
formati on is so important i'n busi
ness and in industry that m a n y 
firms hire librarians to conserve the 
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time of their scient1fic and adminis
trative personnel. . . . 

And the future of our public libr
ades· had its brightest glow in J an
uary of this year when President 
Kennedy sent his Message on Edu
cation to the Congress. Here for the 
first time a President mentioned li
braries in a message on education, 
and I quote, without trace of a Bos
ton accent : "Education is the key
stone to the arch of freedom and 
progress ... for the individual, the 
doors to the school house, to the 
library, and to the college, l'ead to 
the richest treasure of our open 
society." . .. 

But no true college or un iversity 
librarian would consider for a mom
ent becoming a school librarian, be
cause our fie ld has attractions un
matched by any other. And first 
among these, an<l I expect you to 
smile at my lack of sophistication, 
is the fact that a college or. a univer
sity is one big fami ly - and usually 
a happy one . ... 

And, whil'e I am speaking from 
the heart, let me tell you of another 
romantic advantage of becommg a 
college or universi ty librarian: at
tractive young women behind refer
ence d e s k s , particularly in our 
scientific libraries, enjoy exception
a l marital oppor.tunlties . . .. 

But for those of you who ask for 
more tha n ivy and romance, let's 
review the circumstances which will 
create a demand for your services 
as librarians in colleges and univer
sities. The firs·t of these is the tra
ditional' American faith in educa
tion. Since the time of J efferson, 
Americans ha.ve held that educa tion 
is essentia l in a democracy and that 
the more education one has the bet
ter for both the individual and for 
society. We do not ask in academic 
circles whe ther Lincoln wou ld have 
been a better man if he had gone 
to college, and the notion of private 
study - with of without tutors - is 
foreign to us. For Ame.icans1 an 
education is to be obtained through 
courses· for er.edit which lead to a 
degree, and this formal approach to 
learning necessitates college and 
university librarians .... 

In addition to the increased de
mands in our college and univers1·ty 
libraries which wil'l result f r om 
more students, more r.esearch1 and 
comparatively fewer teachers, libr
a rians as well as space must be 
found to cope with expanding col
lections. No library in this country 
had a million volumes at th e begin
ning of this century, but now there 
are twenty-nine university lib:-aries 
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above the one million mark and by 
1980 there will be more than forty . 
As most of you know, the coll'ec
tions in our university and resea rch 
libraries have doubled in size in less 
than twe nty years, and this. growth 
factor supports a continuing need 
for larger and larger staffs. New 
fields such as atomic energy and 
space science and the emergence of 
new nations in Asia an d Africa 
have broadened the scope of our col
lecting, and now most large libraries 
can boas t with Francis Bacon that 
they hav e taken all knowledge to 
be their p rovince. Persons unfam
iliar with research libraries expect 
that we should reduce the bulk of 
our collections through weeding, 
micro-r.cproductions, a n d machine 
storage, but not much relief is like
ly in these directions . ... The en
thusias ts who predicted that micro
film, microprint, mic:-ocards, a n d 
microfiche would replace paper now 
are silent, because microforms have 
augmented rather than displaced 
book collections:. We are happy to 
have microreproductions of rarities 
a nd bulky newspapers, but no !cue 
r eader would wa nt to peruse Tom 
Jones or. a r ecent iss1ue of the N ew 
Yorker with his head in a box . 
Moreover, if aU of our books were 
on microfi lm, the reels would have 
to be used in our libraries until a 
satisfactory portable reader becom
es available, and no such device has 
been developed for any of the sev
eral microforms commonly in use. 

Microphotography no longer is 
a top 1 c for spirited discussion 
among librarians; the W o n de r 
Drugs of today are automation, data 
process ing, and information retriev
al .... 

Even the most realistic approach 
to the utility of microreproduction 
and computers in our r.esea rch lib r
aries would not belittle the need for 
libraria ns co m pe t e n t in these 
areas .. 

Our geniu s for building bigger ar
ticles and institutions, including li
braries, cannot be questioned, but 
will our bigger libraries be better ? 
From the sta ndp01.nt of -a reader, a 
library is a place to obtain a book 
and information or a place to study; 
and if these things can be accom
plished in g racious, congenial' sur
roundings, the library is• a success 
- otherwise it isn't. \ i\Theth er a libr
ary meets the needs of a reader at 
a particular moment often depends 
on the care exercised years before 
in selecting and in describing a 
book, and there seldom is time to
day for the analysis a nd attention 
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necessary to do these tasks with 
proper care. Whether the library of 
tomorrow will be better as well as 
bigger will depend on whether we 
have better librarians - in short, 
on you and on others like you ... 

The opportunittes for satisfying 
careers in col'lege and university li
brariansh ip are ,promising indeed, 
but what you will derive from your 
work will depend largely on what 
you contribute to it. A profound 
Spanish proverb observes·, "He, who 
would bring back the wealth of th e 
Indies, must carry the wealth of 
the Indies with him." .. . If you in
tend to devote many years of your 
lives to college and university libr
arianship you should aspire to be 
students all of your days. When you 
offer yoursel'f for employment as 
librarians, you in effect claim th at 
you ca n do two things: ( I ) describe 
g raphic materials (rntaloging) and 
(2) find materials on specific sub
jects (reference) . Consequently, if 
you des ire to work in a college o:
university library, you should not 
avoi d advanced courses in catalog
ing a nd r eference work in 1ibrary 
school because these form the real 
substance of the cur.r iculum in a 
library school. Also, yo u should 
lea rn all you can about the histocy 
and the utilization of the book; be
cause, desp ite the 1·mpact made by 
Audio-visual parapher nalia, micro
print, and computers, librarians, a t 
leas t college and university librar
ians, are essentially bookmen. 

There are three general educa
tional qualifications which I hope 
you will strive to achieve. These I 
expect will seem obvious to some 
and absurb l o othe:·s, yet th ey are 
so basic that I shall risk appearing 
foo lish through their rei teration. 

T he fir st is the effective use of 
your mother tongue .... Students in 
science and technology often belittle 
the study of English - it is tradi
tionally refer.red to as "bull" at 
West Point - but don't make th e 
mistake of thinking that fir st-class 
scientists deprecate the importance 
of effective writing and speaking. 
Indeed, they often ace more keenly 
aware of the shortcomings in this 
direction than are many of us who 
have backgrounds in the humani
ties . ... 

My second general educational 
requirement is that you become 
profi cient in at least one foreign 
language. Every university librarian 
must be able to find hi s way 
through catalogs and bibliographi es 
in German a nd in several Romance 
languages . ... 
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My third general educational re
quirement is that you become a spe
cialist in a subjeq fie ld. Unless you 
have had some experience wi th 
scholarship, you will be una ble to 
aprccia te the requirements of many 
of your patrons ... . 

Truly, college and university li
br.arianship is: a wonderful field, and 
I hope you won't be able to res ist 
it. There are approximately 9,000 
professional librarians employed in 
our college and university libraries, 
a nd an estimated 900 vacancies. 
Moreover, we shall need in our col
leges and universities during the 
n ex t decade 900 more librarians 
each year .... 

Those of us who earn our living 
in college and university libraries 
would not exchange places w i th 
o ther libraria ns, and we do welcome 
qualified newcomers. And, if you 
don't t h in k I am sincere, ptease 
write me when you are ready to en
ter into our profess ion. 

(Addr.ess delivered at National 
Convention, A'pril 26, 1963) 

T HE NATIONAL CONVENTION 
(Continued From Page Three) 

ed that between eighty and ninety 
people attended this, th e 6th Na
tional Convention of A lpha Beta Al 
pha. There were nineteen Chapters 
with nine Sponsors r epr.e'Sen ted. 
Miss Sara Fenwick, Assistant Pro
fessor, Gcaduate Library S ch o o 1, 
University of Chicago, was th e 
guest speaker. During her talk, en
titled "Public and School Librarian
ship," Miss Fenwick toM of the work 
of librarians with children. 

President Mikel McGreath pre
sided over the business session, 
which was the sixth and last for
mal session of the convention. Many 
suggestions were made for strength
en ing and improving the F ,a ternity 
and a number. of spirited di scussions 
were held. A report of the actions 
of the Delegates and their recom
mendations to the incoming Execu
tive Council appears elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Closing the day and the conven
tion was a supper fo.r the National 
Officers, the Official Delegates, and 
The Chapter Sponsors, held in the 
private dining room of the Com
mons. 11eanwhile, in the large;: din
ing room, Xi Chapter was host fo r 
a supper for all others attending the 
Conve ntion. 

Al) those who attended this, the 
Sixth National Convention of Atpha 
Beta Alpha, will long remember the 
stimulating discuss ions and th e 
friends made. 
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News from 
ALPHA CHAPTER 

Northwestern State College 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 

the 

Att(}ndance by members at two 
conventions were major activities 
of Alph a Chaple, this spring. In 
March, Alpha Chapter sent six 
student members to the Louisiana 
Library Association Convention in 
Baton Rouge. Ann Matthews and 
Judy Bell' were the official delegat
es. Others attending were M a r y 
Purcell, Ann John son, Earline Do
iron, and Peggy Sibley. Ann Mat
thews and Ann Johnson were Al
pha's delegates to the ABA Nation
al Convention. 

Six persons w ere pledged on 
February 25. On May 3, Alpha cele
brated the thi,teenth anniversary of 
ABA with the annual Founders' 
Day Picnic; a charter member of 
ABA Gladys' Britt attended. 

Ag~in this year Alpha participat
ed in the annual Northwestern State 
College L'ibrary Career Day f or 
high school students. Members of 
the Chapter participated by giving 
talks and by acting as guides fo, a 
tour of the campus. 

Awards given by Alpha Chapter 
during the year were as follows: 
Library Science Academic Award 
to Glynn Peninger.; Library Science 
Senior Award to Ann Matthews; 
Best Pledge Award to Theresa Hod
nett and Rachel Barnhill; B est 
Member award to Judy Bell; and 
Sponsor's Cups to Ann Matthews, 
Mary Purcell, Ann Johnson, and 
Georgia Chaplin. 

Activities of the Chapter ended 
with install'ation of officers on May 
13. 

Two members of Alpha, Carole 
Chance and Benny Brady, graduat
ed in January. At the end of the 
spr.ing semester, six other members 
graduated : Mary Ann Bordelon, 
Ann Matthews, Anne M organ , 
Glynn Peninger, Mary Purcell and 
Carolyn Roberts. Judy Bell a n d 
Charlotte Bee·be will graduate at 
the of the summer term. 

RHO CHAPTER 
State College 

Kutztown, Pennsylvania 
Sixty Rho Chaptec members and 

four library staff members attended 
the Pennsylvania State Library Con
ference at Mill'ersville State College, 
in April. 

At the A'pril meeting officers were 
elected for next year; and twenty
seven students were pledged at the 
May meeting. 

THE ALPHABET 

Chapters 
GAMMA CHAPTER 
Indiana State College 
Terre Haute Indiana 

The pledges of Gamma Chapter 
sponsored a coke party on January 
22. 

Gamma's Anniveis:ary Ba n q u et 
was held at the Terre Haute House 
on February 23. At this banquet, 
the Chapter welcomed back Miss 
Nelle McCalla who returned after 
t eaching in Malaya for the past 
year. 

At a campus High School Day on 
April 6, members of the Chapter 
told prospective students of Indiana 
State College ab o u t the library 
science curriculum, Alpha Beta Al
pha, and the oppo:-tunities i'n the 
field of librarianship. 

The Founders' Day tea honored 
the seniors, each b e i n g presented 
\vith a white rose. Also at this time 
new officers were installed. 

A picnic with the library staff 
members on May 16 and a tea on 
May 29 closed Gamma Chapter's 
activities for the year. Ga mm a 
Chapter. members w ere honored 
guests at the tea gi'ven by the Vigo 
County School Librarian's Associa
tion. 

ZETA CHAPTER 
Concord College 

Athens, West Virginia 
During the campus Religious Em

phasis Week, March 17-23, Zeta 
Chapter displayed religious books in 
the college library. The Chapter al
so participated in the celebration of 
the West Virgi'nia Centennial by 
putting up bulletin board displays 
on various phases of the Centennial 
celebration. 

Zeta celebrated its tenth anniver.
sary on April 11 with an informal 
social hour in the library staff room. 
Refreshments were served, and a 
brief history of the Chapter was 
given. 

KAPPA CHAPTER 
Millersville State College 
Miller.svil'le, Pennsylvania 

In May, Kappa spent an after
noon touring local libraries. On the 
itinerary were the Lancaster Coun
ty Historical Society Library, a hos
pital library, the RCA Industrial Li
brary, and the Armstrong Indust
rial Library. 

Kappa presented this year's Al
pha Beta Alpha Award to Myra 
Jean Bechtel, a January graduate. 
She was chosen for her service to 
both Kappa and the school. 
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MU CHAPTER 
Illinois State Normal University 

Normal·, Illinois 
En route to the National Conven

tion, Gamma's Delegation stopped 
at the State University of Iowa Li
brary, at Iowa City, and at the Her
bert Hoover. L'ibrary, at Wes t 
Branch, Iowa. On the return trip 
they visited the Knox Library, at 
Gales'burg, Illinois. 

On April 22-24, Mu Chapter help
ed to promote National Library 
Week by sponsoring a paperback 
book sale, the first of its kind on 
the ISNU campus. Alt of the books 
were selected by cha.pier members. 
Over 900 books were sold in the 
three day venture. 

Mu Chapter's: annual Founder's 
Day Banquet was held on May 18, 
at the Rogers Hotel in Blooming
ton. New officers were instal'led for 
the year 1963-64. Jennie Whitten, 
former faculty member at ISNU 
was the guest speaker. 

ETA CHAPTER 
Texas Woman's University 

Denton, Texas 
Members of Eta Chapter helped 

to select and prepare about thirty 
books for the Denton State School. 
Money for the books was raised by 
t he members at their Christmas 
party. 

By selling donuts and by having 
a booth at the school's Festival of 
Nations, Eta hel'ped defray the ex
penses of its delegates to the Na
tional Convention. 

The installation of officers w a s 
held on April 30, and on this same 
occasion the delegates reported on 
the National Convention. 

The Chapter's activities for the 
scho01 year ended on May 7 with a 
party, 

XI CHAPTER 
State College of Iowa 

Ceda, Falls, Iowa 
The climax to Xi Chapter.'s year 

was hosting the Sixth National 
Convention of ABA in April. 

A trip to Chicago in November 
and a Christmas party were other 
highlights of the year. 

OMICRON CHAPTER 
Florida A&M University 

Tallahassee, Florida 
At the beginning of the winter 

program, Omicron Chapter mem
be.s gave a party for. the hbrary 
Science students. They discussed the 
highlights of the library world and 
the desirabil'ity of becoming a mem
ber of Alpha Beta Alpha. 



SPRING 1963 

PI CHAPTER 
Our Lady of the Lake College 

San Antonio, Texas 
On December 17, Pi Chapter held 

its sixth annual Christmas Story 
Hour, with Mrs. Louise Carver of 
the Children's Department of the 
San Antonio Public Library as guest 
sto,yteller. 

At the February 21 meeting, the 
Chapter had its guest speaker Bro
ther Arthur Goerdt, past-president 
of the Texas· Library Association. 
His topic was "Books, You, an d 
Catholic Book Week." 

Pi Chapter sent a scrapbook to 
the Texas L'ibrary Association Con
vention in Dallas as its part in the 
professional exhibit. The book pre
sented a brief history of the Library 
Science Department at Our Lady 
of the Lake College. At the Conven
tion in March, Sister J a.ne Marie, 
C. D. P. sponsor of Pi Chapter, was 
elected President of TLA. 

Cecil'e Normand, President of Pi 
Chapter, was elected by the Chapter 
as Miss Likariansh1p of 1963. 

Pi Chapter's annual Covered Dish 
Supper on May 8 honored the sen
ior members. Annual reports were 
given, awards were presented, an_d 
new officers were installed, at this 
supper. 

Three Pi Chapter members ,e
ceive<l special honors during the 
year. Karen Dale Loos was a final
ist in the San Antonio Miss Fiesta 
Contest. Two senior Library Science 
students were elected to "Who's 
Who Among Students in American 
Colleges and Univers·ities," the Y 
were Laura Gutierrez and Mary 
Kaye Donahue. 

CHI CHAPTER 
North Texas State University 

Denton, Tex~s . . . . 
Chi Chapter he 1 d its 1mt1at10n 

banquet on February 27. Gu e st 
speaker was Miss Siddie Joe John
son, co-ordinator of Children's work 
at the Dallas Public Library and a 
noted Texas author. An award was 
given to the outstanding pledge, 
Leonard Joe McCown. 

Tr.aviS: Tyer, co-ordinator of the 
Young Adults Services at the Dallas 
Public Library was the guest speak
er at the March meeting. 

The Texas Library Association 
held its annual meeting in Dallas 
during March; Chi Chapter sent 
severat delegates to the convention. 

ALPHA BETA CHAPTER 
Francis T. Nicholls State College 

Tribodaux, L"ouisiana 
The Alpha Beta Chapter of Nieh-

THE ALPHABET 

New Members 
ALPHA CHAPTER 

New Student Members: Rachel 
Barnhill Noble, La.; Sharon F. Cor
bell, Sp~inghill, La.; Mary Earline 
Doiron, Alexandn·a, La.; Ma:- y 
Frances Dow, Natchitoches, La.; 
Carrie Elizabeth Dykes, Dry Prong, 
La.; Lynda Alyne Edwards, Vivian, 
L·a.; Jackie Sue Hodges, Kelly, La.; 

oils State CoJ-lege held its first meet
ing of the Spring semester on Feb
ruary 20. The Chapter contributed 
thirty six books and $30 to the cam
pus-wide book drive which has been 
in progress at Nicholls. 

On April 5, the Chapter had a 
pledging and initiation ceremony. 

Dr. Charles C. Elkins, reti:ing 
President of Nicholls State Coll"ege, 
was presented with a hfe member
ship in the Alpha Beta Chapter at 
itsi spring pledging and initiation 
ceremonies. 

A money-making project of the 
chapter is the sale of light bulbs. 

UPSILON CHAPTER 
Shepherd College 

Shepherdstown, W. Va. 
Upsilon Chapter closed the yea: 

with two events. On May 2, t he 
C h a p t er traveled to Baltimore, 
Maryland, to tour the Ruzicka Bin
dery. On May 19, the Chapter held 
its annual banquet, with :Miss Vir
ginia Doher, Supervisor of School 
Libraries for the State of West Vir
ginia, as speaker. 

ALPHA GAMMA CHAPTER 
Morehead State College 

Morehead, Kentucky 
The Morehead State College Li

brary Club was installed as the Al
pha Gamma Chapter of Alpha Beta 
Alpha. 

Nineteen undergraduate students, 
who plan to minor in Lib r a r y 
Science, and Miss Clarica Williams 
were initiated as charter members 
of the Alpha Gamma Chapter of Al
pha Beta Alpha. 

PHI CHAPTER 
Central Michigan Unive,sity 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 

About 210 juniors and se111·ors 
from 24 high schools in the sur
rounding area attended a Recruit
ment for Librarianship Day spon
sored by Phi Chapter on May 3; 
the group toured the library ~nd 
campus and hea:·d speeches by libr
ary and admini·s'tr.ation officials. 

A picnic closed the year's activi
ties for Phi. 
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Thresa Ann Hodnett, Colfax, La. ; 
Anne Virginia Morgan, Poll'ack, 
La.; Carolyn Ruth Roberts, Alex
andria, La.; Ronald Ryan, Effie, 
La.; Mildred Sebren, Zwolle, La.; 
Margie F. Wilson, Pollock, La. 

Five-Year Alumni: Oral Ryland 
Griffin Colfax, La.; Peggy Elame 
Sibley,' (Plain Alumni) Natchitoch
es, La. 

GAMMA CHAPTER 
New Student Members: Peggie 

Bell, Remington, Ind.; Anne Brod
ie Terre Haute, Ind.; L:a.Rosa Bush, 
T~rre Haute, Ind.; Eleanor Dean, 
Lebanon, Ind.; Nancy Donaghy, Os
stian Incl.; Pat Fitzpatrick, West 
Terr.~ Haute, Ind.; Sharon Holland, 
Loogootee, Ind.; Richard A. Mam
ula, E. Chicago, Ind.; Karen Poling, 
Rockville, Ind.; Mary Tho:nburg, 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

Five-year Alum.ni: T om my L. 
Buchta Evanston, Illinois; M r s . 
Olov,a 'cascadden, (life) Lapel, Ind.; 
Mrs. J u di th (Flagg) Ferguson, 
West Lafayette, Ind.; Harriet Ellen 
Hicks, (life) Brazil, Ind.; Walter T. 
McCauley, Carson City, Nev.; Mrs. 
Jane Terry, Bargersville, Ind. 

XI CHAPTER 
New Student Members: Marilyn 

Ann Ackerman, Newburgh, N. Y.; 
Marjorie Elaine Beck, Danville, Ill.; 
Nancy Katherine Determan, Gilman, 
Iowa; Dorothy Elizabeth Goeldner, 
Webster City, Iowa; Delphine L. 
Huebner Hawarden Iowa; Carolyn 
Ann Ka~ena, Ceda; Rapids, Iowa; 
Patricia Ann Luense, Le Mars, 
Iowa; Linda Jean Mangold, Ryan 
Iowa; Elizabeth Ann Mason, El
wood, Iowa; Nancy Ruth Miles, 
CenterviHe, Iowa; Katherine Row
I e y, Emmetsburg, Iowa; Sandra 
Ione Steffey, Des Moines·, Iowa; 
Virginia Sue S u t ton,, Cherokee 
Iowa; Patricia Ann Willis, Titonka, 
Iowa. 

N.ew Profes-sional Members: Mr. 
Solveiga Aizinas; Lenore Herigstad; 
Elizabeth Martin. 

NU CHAPTER 
Patty Reardon, Ragland, W. Va.; 

Lois Schoolcraft, Pineville, W. Va. 

ZETA CHAPTER 
New Members: Sar ah M. Al

banese, Beckley, W. Va.; Joy Berk
ley Charleston W. Va.; Janet Eg
gle

1

ston, Princeton, W. Va.; Sha~on 
King, Hatcher, W. Va.; Lillian Rog
ers, Bartley, W. Va.; Jerrilyn Stov
er Beckley, W. Va.; Margie Terry, 
M'idway, W. Va.; Fay Stapleton, 
Bradshaw, W. Va. 

(Continued On Page Eight) 
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NEW MEMBERS 
(Continued From Page Seven) 

ETA CHAPTER 
N. e w Student Members: Vickie 

Br.igman, Odessa, Tex. ; Nelma C. 
Cham rad, Poi n t Comfort, Tex.; 
Joyce Eggert, Victoria, Tex. Mary 
Kay Frazier, Cedar Paris, Tex. Rosa 
Ellen Hallard, Odessa, Tex.; Mild
red Jay Harrell, EI Paso, Tex.; 
Waletha Faye Huber, Temple, Tex.; 
Elicse M c Ca 11, Brazoria, Tex. ; 
Mary Lou McCollum, Richardon, 
Tex. ; .Eugenia Maddox, Tu I s a , 
Okla.; Mary Judith Martin, Steph
enville, Tex.; Judy Fe:- n Miller, 
Deni son, Tex. ; Shil·by Miller, Cor
pus Chri sti , Tex. ; E llen L. Monte, 
Barre, Ve rmont ; Edna J ane :Mor
:;:is, Carthage, Tex.; l\ilr.s. Nickie 
Norris, Christine Orth, San A nton
io, Tex. ; Mrs. Louise P owell, Gates
ville, Tex.; Patricia Ann Ragan, Se
minole, Tex.; Mrs. Min nie Carl Ray, 
Dallas, Tex.; Leah Sande:-s, Hous
ton, Tex.; Thay a C. Skirvin, Akron, 
Ohio; L a u re I Stack; Phylis M. 
Thurber, Odessa, Tex.; P eggy F. 
Wedgeworth, Carthage, T ex. ; Lou 
Carol Wescott, Seminole, Tex. ; 
Gwendolen J . Wier, Austin, Tex.; 
Mabe l K. Wong, Park Forest, Ill. 

Five-year Aluml'li : Mrs. M a r i e 
H argrove Baker., Dallas, Tex.; Mrs. 
Ruth Parker Carroll, Dallas, Tex.; 
Mi'S. Doris Mitchell Hearne, Den
ton, Tex.; Nirs. Bess Mayes Kenne, 
Denton, Tex. ; J ud,th Kuykendall, 
Denton, Tex.; Mrs·. Leona Rawlings 
Lacy, Dallas, Tex. ; Mr.s. Sa r a h 
Jones Leary, Dallas, Tex.; Mrs. 
Margaret Kingery Lantz, DaUas, 
Tex.; Mrs. Bettye Jo Roger s M ix, 
Dallas, Tex.; Lucile Owsley, Den
ton, Tex.; Mrs. Josephine Metcalfe 
Smith, Denton, Tex.; :Mrs. Ka y 
Graddy Sweet, Dallas, Tex.; Mrs. 
Marjorie Woodberry Wheeler, Dal
las, Tex.; Mrs. Francis J ohnson 
Whitely, Denton, Tex. 

THE ALPHABET 
Official publication of Alpha Beta 
Alpha, national undergraduate Li
brary Science F raternity. Vol. XII I, 
Number 2. Published at Illinois 
State Norma l' Univers ity, Normal, 
Illinois. Subscription price 25c per 
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Ann Matthews _______ ___ __ Editor. 
Eugene P. VVatson ___ ____ Sponsor 
Eunice H. Speer _ Exec. Sec., ABA 

Executive Office of Alpha Beta Al
pha : Library Science Office, Milner 
Library 103, Illi nois State Normal 
University, Normal, Illinoi s. 
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EPSILON CHAPTER 
N ew Student Members: Sarolyn 

Ingram; Joyce Stone; Rosetta Vin
son. 

DELTA CHAPTER 
New Student Members : Barbara 

Banks, Mobil e, Ala. ; Peggy Ben
nett, Andalusia, Ala.; Margaret Ann 
Bigham, Northport, Ala.; Be th 
Clenney, Abbeville, Ala.; Benjamin 
B. Crosby, Montgomery, Ala.; Mar
garet Davis, Gorgas, Ala. ; M r s . 
Alice M. Dough tu, Ozark, Ala.; 
M r s. Dorothy Eckman, Elberta, 
Ala.; Lee Andrea Edmonds, West 
Blocton, Ala. ; 1\ifrs. Virginia Evans, 
Midland City, Ala.; Donald Dale 
Foos, Midway, Ala.; E la ine Gar
r ison, Adamsv ille, Ala.; Mrs. Helen 
Gibson, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Mrs. Car
ol'yn Goff, Rockford, Ala.; Mamie 
L'ova Karrh, Oakman, Ala.; Joyce 
Kalvin, Mobile, Ala. ; Mrs. Cecile 
W. Leon a r. d, Columbiana, Ala. ; 
Mrs. Thella Mae Maddox, Decatur, 
Ala.; Sherry Norri s, Winfield, Ala.; 
Pres cilia O'Gwynn, Enterprise, Ala.; 
Katherine Ann Richardson, Tusca
loosa, Ala. ; Mrs. Marguerite lligs
by, Cutlman, Ala. ; Nan Segars, Bir
mmgham1 Ala.; Mrs. Cumi Powell 
Wit.s·on, Andalusia, Ala.; Lois Anne 
Taylor, J acksonville, Florida. 

New Professional : Mrs. E lizabeth 
Bea,mguard, Montgomery, A la. ; 
M,s. Mozelle Cummings, Montgom
ery, Ala. 

Five-year Alumni: Mrs. Dorothy 
J e an Anthony, Demopol'is, Ala. ; 
Joyce Na n Barganier, Fort Deposi t, 
Ala. ; Mrs. Nancy Callis Burnett, 
Birmingham, Ala.; Mrs. E lizabeth 
Carpenter., Birmingham, Ala.; Miss 
Elizabeth Clark, Birmingham, Ala.; 
h1 rs. James Coope:-, Birmingham, 
Ala.; Mrs. Bebe Newman, Millport, 
Ala.; Felicia Revel, E lba, Ala. ; Mrs. 
Evelyn Southwood, Columbus, Ga.; 
1v1rs. Miriam Bowers Gerald, Clan
ton, Ala. 
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KAPPA CHAPTER 
Active Student Members : Suzan

ne Ba i,, Hanover, Pa.; Judy Bank
ert, Hanover, Pa.; June Blair, Sher
ida n, Pa.; Margaret Carpenter, Her
shey, Pa.; Sue Derr, Lancaster, Pa.; 
Ann Eisele, Hellam, Pa.; Carol Ely, 
Montrose, P a. ; El'len Esterly, Lan
caster Pa.; M i Id red Finklestein, 
Lanca'ste•, Pa.; Irene Gizinski, Phil
adelphia, Pa. ; Jill Himmen, Selins
grove, Pa.; Catharine Kammerer, 
Lancasteri Pa.; J an e Lam parter, 
Dover, P a.; Linda Llewellyn, Ber
wyn, Pa.; Betsy Monsell , Bellefont, 
Pa. ; Roseanne Murphy, York, Pa.; 
Pat Norman, Chester, Pa.; Barbara 
Saylor, Lancaster, Pa.; Elizabeth 
Shaw, Nort h Springfield, Pa.; Mar
ilyn Shimer, Coatesv ille, Pa.; Mary 
Ann Simmons, Lancaster, Pa.; Mrs. 
Inex Simonelli, Lancaster, P a. ; Bec
ky Slider, Coatesville, Pa.; Beckie 
Spargo, Hopewell, P a. ; Ga il Stapf, 
Lancaster, Pa.; Jill Wike, Coates
ville, Pa.; Paulette Wyche, York, 
Pa.; Barbara Stehman, Mt. J oy, 
Pa. 

Active Professional: Donal'd Tri
b1t, Millersville, Pa. 

MU CHAPTER 
New Members : Janet Hoevet, 

Grant Park, Ill.; Paula Kesner, El
gi n, Ill.; Janet Kopriva, Oak Lawn, 
III.; Joan Myers, Delevan, Ill. ; Bev
er.ly Stahlak, Worth, lll. ; Evelyn 
Thierback, Carpentersvill e, UL; Bar
bara Va n Ness, Bra<lley, lll.; Kay 
W ard, Lockport, lll. 

Five-year Alumni: Marcia J ones 
Baker, Deland, lll. 

Life : Mrs. Patricia Douglas Mat
thews, Park F orest, Ill. 

ALPHA BETA CHAPTER 
Student Members: Mrs. Evelyn 

Bosworth; Pat De Felice; Rose
mary I..:uquette; Pat Maronge; Est
her 1v1artinez; Mrs. Emma Neel ; 
J eannette Pitre. 
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