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Tasher bequest sets up scholarship
By Marc Lebovitz
In death as in life, Lucy Lucile T asher was
committed to Illinois State University, its students
and to the scholarly student of history.
Dr. Tasher, who died in Florida 13 months ago,
a dozen years after ending her 37 -year teaching
career at Illinois State, bequeathed stocks and
bonds worth more than a quarter million dollars to
the ISU Foundation for the history department. She
asked that it be used to create a Tasher·Scholarship
to be given to a senior history major each year to
pay for all educational expenses for the academic
year.

Applications for the first $5,000 award, which
will be given annually, were taken last month at the
history department office, with,.the.. first T asher
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should be the student's friend." This dedication
earned her the respect and love of several generations of ISU students.

But she took interest in the welfare of each
individual student as well as students as a group.
Ronnie Anderson, assistant dean of student affairs
at ISU, recalled that Dr. Tasher played an important
role in his decision to do graduate work at the University of Chicago. College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Virginia Owen, as an ISU student, was impressed with Dr. Tasher's devotion to her professional life and with her pride in her association with
lllinois State. Owen considers the scholarship a logical outgrowth of Tasher's commitment to students
and the institution.
Miss Ann Kellison of West Palm Be_a ch, Fla.,
Dr. Tash'er's long-tune fri'encl~anaAexecu for "o{ the

estate, said "When she inherited an amount of stock
from her mother, Dr. T asher decided not to touch
the stock but to keep it and to leave it as a legacy to
help other students."

"The department," said history department
chairperson William W. Haddad, "has always perceived itself as a strong teaching department, especially at the undergraduate level. This bequest
renews our commitment to our students. I think this
is what Dr. Tasher intended for us. We may publish
and engage in other professional activities, but our
first obligation is to our students.
"The department welcomes the gift and will rede_dicate itself to the mission Dr. Tasher encouraged
us to follow and which we ourselves believe in," he
said.

Lucy Lucile Tasher

Hl•H•••••H••••••••••c•••••••••••••·•••••••••

Scholar to be named in March. The 1985-86 award
appli,ations are due by Sept. 30, with the winner to
be named in October. Eligibility requirements,
including a 3.4-point overall grade point average, at
least two years of study at ISU and three letters of
recommendation, can be obtained along with application forms at the history department office,
Schroeder Hall 334.
Dr. Tasher earned her academic degrees, including a doctor of law degree, at the University of
Chicago. She practiced law for five years in Indiana
before joining the ISU faculty in 1935. "The emphasis
of the school must be placed on the instruction of
students," she wrote in an essay. "The teacher

Miss Ann_Kellison discusses the Lucy
Lucile Tasher bequest to Illinois State's
history department with William Haddad,

{right), department chairperson, and
Fred Hanson (left), director of developm ent for the ISU Foundation.
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President Watkins

President's message

Education hit hard in budget plans
By Lloyd Watkins
The tremendous deficit in our federal budget
must be reduced; if it is not, interest rates may soar
and drive our economy from recovery into recession. Funding for federal programs must be trimmed
to correspond more closely to available tax
revenues.

Most Americans agree with these statements;
as an educator, I cannot insist that federal funding
for education should be a sacred cow immune to
budget reductions. In difficult times, there should be
no sacred cows. However, I cannot remain silent
when current budget proposals shelter some areas
from reductions while cutting the budget dispropor\
tionately for education. A drastic cut of 21 % in federal student assistance programs has been prof)Osed
by the federal government. The Secretary of the
Department of Education, William J. Bennett, has
stated that the proposed financial aid cuts " ... may
require from some students divestiture of certain
sorts: stereo divestiture, automobile divestiture,
three-weeks-at-the-beach divestiture." That type of
insensitive remark incorrectly suggests that there is
widespread abuse of financial aid programs and that
most students live in luxury; it also prejudices concerns about the budget for the Education depart_ment. Education in America is too important and

too valuable to be degraded and insulted by that
type of rhetoric.

impact students from poor families who want to
attend institutions of higher education.

The basic facts are these: under the proposed
federal budget, College Work-Study funds, National
Direct Student Loans, and Pell grants would be
available only to students whose families have an
annual income of $25,000 or less. Guaranteed Student Loans would be available only to those whose
families now earn $32,500 per year or less. The total
amount of assistance available annually to students
from federal programs - grants, work-study, or
loans - could not exceed $4,000. The American
Council on Education estimates that the $4,000 limit
would reduce assistance for about 430,000 students,
while the proposed limits on family income for Guaranteed Student Loans would bar 460,000 students,
who are now.eligible.for these loans, from receiving
them in the future.

As president of a public university, I am not
unduly concerned about the potential effect of these
proposed budget cuts on enrollment at public universities. The colleges and universities which will feel
that negative effect are the private institutions,
because many of their students will have to attend
public universities for financial reasons. I am concerned, however, with the probable weakening of
the private colleges and universities; with the potential difficulty faced by students of poor families; with
the hardships which will be created for middle
income families; and with the proposed elimination
of much of the assistance which has been available
for graduate students.
Ii know, howe.ver, that the federal budget deficit
must be reduced and that higher education is likely
to be affected by that process. No one should ask to
be exempted from a general belt tightening, but citizens must insist that the necessary budget cuts be
made in an evenhanded fashion. Education should
suffer cuts only in proportion to the general budget;
if that is done, some of the student financial assistance slated to be cut can and should be restored.
Americans should insist that sufficient financial
assistance for students be retained so that all
families can offer their children an education.

Fifty-two percent of all ISU students receive
assistance from one or more of the federal financial
assistance programs. Among the most needy students are the 4,393 who depend upon Pell Grants;
the average annual family income for this group is
only $12,762. Pell Grant funding is targeted for~
drastic cut of nearly 25%. While the funding cuts and
family income limits for the loan programs will create
hardships for middle income families, these proposed cuts in Pell Grant funding would seriously

Calendar■-------------MARCH

*denotes no admission charge
1-Play, "Top Girls," Westhoff Theater, 8 p.m. (also 3/2, 5, 6

& 7 at 8 p.m. and 3/3 at 3 p.m.)
!-*Planetarium, "Skylore for All Ages," Felmley, 7 p.m.
(also 3/6)
!-Gymnastics, Northern Dlinois & Indiana State, Horton
South Gym, 7:30 p.m.
1-*Track, Gateway Championship, Horton Field House
(also 3/2)
1-New Friends of Old Time Music, Lee Murdock, BSC
Prairie Room, 8 p.m.
!-*Chemistry Seminar, Tim McGill, ISU, FSA 222, 3 p.m.
1- Dance, Latin Bands, Walker Hall large lounge, 7-12 p.m.
2-"Oliver," Braden Auditorium, 8 p.m.
3-*Symphonic Band Concert, Braden Auditorium, 3 p.m.
3-*Recital, Bret Heim, guitar, KRH, 8 p.m.
4-Women's Basketball, SIU, Horton Field House, 7:30 p.m.
4-*Exhibit, "Chicago Photographer Exhibit," Historical
Museum (thru May)
5-*Bloodmobile, CRC, 11 a.m. · 3 p.m.
5-*Bach Fest Concert, KRH, 8 p.m.
5-NAACP presents Gary, Indiana Mayor Richard Hatcher,
TBA
6- Women's Basketball, Eastern Illinois, Horton Field
House, 7:30 p.m.
6-*Academic Senate, BSC Circus Room, 7 p.m.

6-Film, "Memorias D'Un Mexicano," Walker Hall small
lounge, 8 p.m.
7-*Global Review, Walker Hall small lounge, 7 p.m. (also
3/21)
8- *Chemistry Seminar, Latif Ahmed, [SU, FSA 222, 3 p.m.
9-SPRING BREAK BEGINS
17-New Friends of Old Time Music, Clarence "Gatemouth"
Brown, BSC ballroom, 8 p.m.
19-*Exhibit, "Circus Flying Acts: Bloomington's Contribution," Historical Museum (thru 6/28)
19-*Exhibit, "Crafts Area Exhibition," CVA Galleries II & III
(thru 3/31)
19-*Exhibit, "Student Annual Art Exhibit," CVA Gallery
(thru 4/ 14)
19-*Bach Fest, "A Well-Tempered Clavier," Vol. 1, No. 1324," KRH, 8 p.m.
20-*Theater Research Forum, "Theater As Metaphor in
Kurosawa's 'Kagemucha'," Kathe Geist, CW 303A, 5-6 p.m.
20-*Planetarium, "To Worlds Unknown," Felmley, 7 p.m.
(also 3/22, 27, 29, 4/3, 5 & 12)
21-*Back Fest, B Minor Mass, !ioly Trinity Church, 7 p.m.
21-*Board of Regents, Northern Illinois University
21-*Global Review, Walker Hall small lounge, 7 p.m.
22-*Chemistry Seminar, Crystal Nipp, !SU, FSA 222, 3 p.m.
22-Play, "Moon for the Misbegotten," Allen Theater, 8 p.m.
(Also 3/23, 24, 25, 26, 27 & 28 at 8 p.m. and 3/ 23 at 2 p.m.)
23-Piano Competition, KRH
26-*Bloodmobile, CRC, 11 a.m. · 3 p.m.
26- *Recital, James Boitos, sax, KRH, 8 p.m.

27-*Academic Senate, BSC Circus Room, 7 p.m.
28-Musical, "Showboat," Braden Auditorium, 8 p.m. (also
3/29 & 30)
28-New Friends of Old Time Music, Buckwheat Zydeco,
BSC Prairie Room, 8 p.m.
28-*Chemistry Seminar, Ting-Chiang Chen, ISU, FSA 222,
3p.m.
30-*Sonneries Quintet, KRH, 8 p.m.
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Schapsmeiers' new book
on Sen. Everett Dirksen

One of the most charismatic leaders in American politics was Everett M. Dirksen, the Illinois
Republican who was the Senate minority leader at
the time of his death in 1969.
A new book by an Illinois State University
historian and his brother vividly portrays that consummate politician and offers insights into how and
why Dirksen became one of the Senate's most
powerful and effective minority leaders.

Bob Frederick

Frederick named
athletic director
Bob Frederick has been appointed
athletic director at lllinois State University.
Frederick, 44, is an assistant athletic director
and executive director of the Williams Educational Fund at the University of Kansas.
Frederick's appointment is subject to the
approval of the Board of Regents, and his
term will begin around July 1. Frederick succeeds Dan Ghormley, who tendered his resignation last fall.

Fish on board
An Illinois State University professor of accounting has been named to the Board of Directors
of the Illinois Certified Public Accountant Society.
Dr. Gary L. Fish has been teaching accounting
at ISU since 1966 and is one of the three original
members of the Department of Accounting.
Fish has served on the Continuing Professional
Education Council, Curriculum Committee and as
development chairman. He also has served on the _
Electronic Data Processing, Management Advisory
Services, Industrial Education and Tax Education
committees.

The Book, "Dirksen of Illinois," published by
the University of Illinois Press, was written by Distinguished Professor Edward L. Schapsmeier of Illinois State University and his twin brother, Frederick
HJ.,&hapsmeier,-wnt>1 igcJdohn ·McN:'Rb~~otisH Uni"-'"'
versity Professor of History at the University of
Wisconsin at Oshkosh.
The Schapsmeier brothers have collaborated
on numerous books, including a two-volume biography of former Vice President Henry A. Wallace
that was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize. They
currently are completing a biography of former
President Gerald Ford, who was the Republican
minority leader in the House when Dirksen was the
Senate minority leader.
The Schapsmeiers' book on Dirksen (18961969), which is subtitled "Senatorial Statesman," is
the first biography based on the senator's massive
collection of papers housed at the Dirksen Congressional Leadership Center in his hometown of Pekin.
The book focuses especially upon Dirksen's
nearly 40 years in the lJnited States Congress. At
the height of his political influence, as a senator from
1950 to his death, he was a master of minority politics. Using parliamentary skill, civility and persuasive
oratory, he carried the banner of conservative
Republicanism in an era of liberal welfarism and
deficit spending.
Dirksen, however, was neither a rigid ideologue nor a vindictive right-winger, accprding to the
Schapsmeiers' assessment. He saw his role in the
GOP as one of mediation between conservative and
liberal wings. ,
He led the party's opposition to the domestic
policies of Kennedy and Johnson, yet supported the
foreign policies of those Democratic administrations.
LBJ, in particular, came to rely heavily on the senator's support for the Vietnam war effort.
Following the presidential election of 1968,
Dirksen appeared ready to assume a key role in the
Nixon administration, but his death cut short the
promise of that opportunity.

Edward Schaps_'!"eier and Dir~sen book

There was also a private side to Dirksen,
captured. They iliumiwhich the Schapsmeiers have
1
nate Dirksen's early years in Pekin; his army service
during World War I; his multitudinous health problems over the years; his relations with wife, daughter
and son-in-law (Senator Howard Baker); his interest
in gardening and in making the marigold the national
flower; his recording successes as a patriotic
speaker; and his death and the subsequent establishment of the Dirksen Center.
The book has a preface by Senate historian
Richard A. Baker and a foreward by U,S. Senator
Barry M. Goldwater of Arizona.
"The Sch~psmeiers have captured the essence
of Dirksen," Baker wrote. "Their book will awaken
and enrich the memories of those who knew Senator
Dirksen and will enlighten future generations as to
the life and times of this most memorable American
statesman."
Senator Goldwater wrote: "You who are
about to read this book are privileged to be able to
enter into the life of one of the greatest men that we
have ever produced in this country. You're going
to.finish the book being all the better for having
read it."
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Music, drama, art
fill month's calendar
A treat for every taste turns up on the March
culture calendar at Illinois State University, from the
great William Warfield singing in an ISU production
of Jerome Kern's "Showboat," to Stanley "Buckwheat" Dural and his Louisiana cajun musical
group- "Buckwheat Zydeco" -a New Friends of
Old Time Music offering.
"Showboat" will be presented at 8 p.m. March
28-30. Tickets are available at the Braden box office
from noon to 6 p.m. weekdays.

Kathy Padgett Lewis

Florida dancer
wins ISU contest
Kathy Padgett Lewis of Georgia and Florida is the winner of Illinois State University's
Fine Arts Competition Choreography Contest
and was on campus last month auditioning
student dancers and giving a ballet master
class.
More than 120 entries from around the
country were received for the contest, which
awards a $1,000 honorarium and a production
of the winning choreography by ISU's University Dance Theater this spring. Ms. Lewis'
winning entry is•"Bach Again."
A master of fine arts degree graduate of
Florida State University in 1982, Ms. Lewis is
dance director at Colquitt County Arts Center
in Moultrie, Ga., and a dance faculty member
at Florida State University in Tal/ahassee, two
jobs about 60 miles apart. She has studied
extensively in the U.S., Canada and England
and was a principle dancer/soloist with various ballet companies in the Southeast United
States.

same day, the Sonneries Quintet will present a
recital. All the above musical events are free and
open to the public.
Two theater productions are scheduled in
March. "A Moon for the Misbegotten" by Eugene
O'Neill will be directed by master of fine arts candidate Megan Peterson and presented March 22-27 in
Allen Theater at 8 p.m. A 2 p.m. March 23 matinee
also is scheduled.

Professor Jean Scharfenberg will direct
Caryl Churchill's "Top Girls" showing at Westhoff
Theater at 8 p.m. Feb. 28 to March 2 and March 5-7.
A 3 p.m. matinee is planned on March 3. Tickets to
either or both plays are available at the Westhoff
box office from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays or by
calling (309) 438-2535.
"Oliver," the musical based on Charles Dickens'
classic book, will be presented by a professional
touring company at 8 p.m. March 2 at Braden
Auditorium. The musical includes such favorite
songs as "Consider Yourself," "Who Will Buy" and
"As Long As He Needs Me." Music Theatre Associates is producing "Oliver." Tickets are available at
Braden box office from noon to 6 p.m. weekdays for
$10.50, $13 and $15.50.
In addition to Buckwheat Zydeco March 29,
New Friends of Old Time Music is bringing Clarence
"Gatemouth" Brown to the BSC ballroom at 8 p.m.
March 17. The newspaper USA Today called Brown
the "Greatest Living Blu~sman," who has brought
his "Texas Swing" to audiences around the world.
On March 1, NFOTM will present traditional folksinger Lee Murdock at 8 p.m. in the Prairie Room.

Buckwheat Zydeco will perform at 8 p.m.
March 29 in the Bone Student Center Prairie Room.
Admission is $1 for students and $2 for the public.
The celebration of the 300th birthday of Johann
Sebastian Bach continues in the music department,
highlighted in March by a performance of Bach's B
minor mass at 7 p.m. March 21 (Bach's birthday) at
Holy Trinity Church in Bloomington. In addition to
vocal soloists, the mass will be performed by ISU's
Concert Choir and Illinois Wesleyan's Collegiate
Ch~r~le. ISU's Donald Armstrong will conduct with
the assistance of Julian Dawson of Illinois State and
David Nott of Wesleyan. Admission is free.
Other March "Bach-fest" events include Julian
Dawson's performance of the second 12 preludes
and fugues from the first volume of "The WellTempered Clavier" at 8 p.m. March 19 and Brandenburg Concerto No. 2 at 8 p.m. March 5 featuring
Max Schoenfeld, Tim Hurtz, Bernard Eichen,
Richard Lehman, Karen Collier, Art Lewis, Ko
Iwasaki, Art Corra and Julian Dawson. A Bach cantata and a sonata also are on the program.
Other musical events scheduled are the Symphonic Band at 3 p.m. March 3 in Braden Auditorium and instructor Bret Heim's guitar recital at
8 p.m. in Kemp Recital Hall. Gellert Modos will present a piano competition for high school juniors and
seniors, called the George W. Phillips Piano Competition, on March 23 in Kemp Recital Hall. Phillips is a
retired state department official who is a strong supporter of music. Peter Schuetz, a baritone, will sing
in a recital at 6 p.m. March 24 in Kemp and Jim
Boitos will give a faculty saxophone recital at 8 p.m.
March 26.
The ISU Handbell Ensemble will present a concert at 3 p.m. March 31 in Kemp, and at 8 p.m. the

The planetarium program "Skylore for All
Ages" closes March 6, and "To Worlds Unknown"
begins at 7 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays from
March 20 to May 3. "To Worlds Unknown" is a
futuristic survey of the planets, sun and other
members of the solar system family. The planetarium is free.
At the University Historical Museum, "Home
Entertainment: 1890 and 1920" closes March 8 and
will be followed beginning March 19 with "Circus
Flying Acts: Bloomington's Contribution." It rl!nS
through June 28. The historical museum is in the
lower level of Williams Hall.
The student annual exhibit will be in the Center
for the Visual Arts Gallery March 20 to April 14, and
Ewing Museum of Nation's exhibit, African Tie-Dye,
continues to June 2.
• '

I
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Warfield and 'Showboat'
-they're together again

William Warfield, known worldwide for
his performance as Joe in the 1951
MGM film of Jerome Kern's musical
'Showboat,' will recreate the role on
the Braden Auditorium stage March 2830. Warfield recently rehearsed with
Connie Malecki, who plays Queenie.
Mrs. Malecki is a secretary in ISU's
Affirmative Action office.

ROTC offers grants
Applications are being accepted by Illinois
State University's Department of Military
Science for students seeking two- and threeyear federal scholarships.
Students in ROTC and students not currently enrolled in ROTC may apply for the
scholarships, which provide tuition,·academic
fees, lab fees, book allowance and other purely
academic fees. The scholarships also pay
$1,000 per school year while the scholarships
are in effect. Criteria for selection is based on
achievements, academics and extracurricular
achievements.
A student eligible to apply must be a
freshman or sophomore, a U.S. citizen, under
25 years old by the time of graduation, and
have a 2.8 grade point average or higher. A
physical exam also must be passed.
Of the 135 students in Illinois State's
ROTC program, 15 have federal scholarships.
More information is available at the military
science-department office at 205 N. University
on campus or by calling 438-5408.

William Warfield, one of the world's great vocal
artists, will perform at Illinois State University in one
of his most famous roles, that of Joe in the J erome
Kern musical "Showboat."
A production of ISU's music department,
"Showboat" will be presented at 8 p.m. Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, March 28, 29 and 30, in Braden
Auditorium. It will be directed by Steve Fiol of the
Peoria Civic Opera and the Millikin University music
faculty. Warfield will share the role of Joe with
Charles Morris, vice president administrative services at !SU. Warfield's date or dates are to be
determined later.
Tickets are available at the Braden box office
'from noon t~··g 'i>.'m~·weekdays' or ·by c aiiing..(309) -• .
438-5444.

It was Warfield's singing of "01' Man River" in
the 1951 MGM film "Showboat" that reportedly
brought forth waves of spontaneous applause from
theaters full of viewers. The movie's worldwide success sparked demand for Warfield's personal
appearances in concerts around the world. " '01'
Man River' thrusts to the heart when Warfield sings
it," the New York Times critic said.
For 10 years, Warfield has been on the music
faculty at the University of Illinois at Urbana and for
two years has headed the voice division. But he still
makes time for personal appearances.
In March it will be 35 years since Warfield's
remarkable debut at New York's Town Hall. From
that performance he was offered a 35-concert tour
in Australia and the role of Joe, the dock hand, in
"Showboat," which starred Howard Keel, Kathryn

Grayson and Ava Gardner. During filming of the
"01' Man River" sequence, Warfield stunned the
cast and crew by completing the entire song perfectly in just one try. Usually, songs are filmed several times and the best phrases are spliced together
for the final version.
Perhaps Warfield's most important role was as
Porgy in Gershwin's "Porgy and Bess" in a 1952 revival that had a 10-week American tour prior to a
State Department tour of Europe. "It is a tragedy,"
one critic said, "that Gershwin couldn't have lived to
see and hear Warfield's Porgy."

_ In aJldition to thou.sands of concerts, tours
of six of the seven continents, and more State
Department tours than any other American solo
artist, Warfield starred as "De Lawd" in the NBC
Hallmark Hall of Fame television production of Marc
Connelley's "The Green Pastures" in 1957. But
when millions of viewers realized they had missed
the program, public pressure brought about another
live performance two years later.
Last March, Warfield won a Grammy Award for
his narration of Aaron Copland's "A Lincoln Portrait," accompanied by the Eastman Philharmonic
Orchestra. Warfield, who is from Rochester, N.Y.,
attended the Eastman School of Music at the University of Rochester on a scholarship he won by
singing at the national competition of the National
Music Educators League. He also received his master's degree at Eastman.
Following his appearance at Illinois State,
Warfield will return to his hometown to help celebrate Rochester's 150th anniversary as a vocal
soloist with the Rochester Philharmonic.

Sublett organizing national meeting
Dr. Michael Sublett, chairman of ISU's department of geography-geology, is organizing the
National Council of Geographic Education's annual
meeting to be held Aug. 5-9 in Breckenridge, Colo.
ISU faculty Paul Mattingly and Joan Miller, professors of geography, and Eric Johnson, assistant
professor of geography, are assisting Sublett in
planning the meeting. Sublett is general chairman for
the meeting, and Mattingly is program chairman.
Miller is publicity chairwoman and Johnson is registration chairman.

Various classes and workshops are planned for
the meeting, as well as field trips and research paper
presentation.
The keynote speaker will be Bob Knous, president of Colorado Ski Country USA. The Awards
Banquet speaker will be Dr. John Rooney, recreational geologist and editor of "This Remarkable Continent: An Atlas of the United States and Canadian
Society and Cultures."
More information about the meeting may be
obtained by writing Michael Sublett, General Chair
NCGE85, Department of Geography-Geology, Illinois State University, Normal,
IL.61761.
::,
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Outstanding Researcher
designation for five
' University
Five faculty members at Illinois State
have been designated 1985 Outstanding Researchers
by the University Research Committee of the provost's office.
Outstanding researchers are C. Edward Francis,
professor of industrial technology; Carol Thornton,
professor of mathematics; James E: Cox, assistant
professor of management and marketing; G. Alan
Hickrod, professor of educational administration
and foundations; and James D. Butler, professor of
art. Each will receive a $3,000 award for the purchase of university equipment to enhance their
research activities, and will be honore·d at a fall
luncheon.
•'

-

'

Ed Francis has developed a prototype for a
naturally-frozen annual storage ice system for air
conditioning. His research has provided new technology that will save energy and reduce peak utility
loads while providing air conditioning that is superior
to conventional methods. Francis received the
National Energy Innovation Award from the U.S.
Department of Energy as well as recognition from
the Illinois Department of Energy and Natural
Resources and from Gov. James Thompson.
A University of Missouri doctoral graduate,
Francis has been at Illinois State since 1966.

Kelly cited

....

l.

Dennis Kelly, director of Laboratory'Schools at Dlinois State University, is
one of 100 up-and-coming school managers in North America, according to The
Executive Educator, a magazine for school
professionals.
Kelly is cited in The Executive Educator 100, a blue-ribbon listing similar to the
Fortune 500 or the Forbes 400 for business and industry. The Executive Educator
100 were highlighted in the magazine's
February issue. Kelly was chosen for the
honor by an independent panel of nationally recognized experts on school
administration.

Carol Thornton has conducted research in
the area of basic number-fact learning in mathematics. Her research has placed special concern on
creating, modifying and testing the effectiveness of
learning sequences and strategies to assist handicapped students. Her research results have been
widely adopted in both the United States and in
Australia.
She has been at ISU since 1974 and is a doctoral
graduate of Indiana University.
James Cox has investigated the corporate use
of specific sales forecasting methods, factors affecting the accuracy of forecasting and choice procedures used in sales forecasting technique+peleet-ion.-.,
He also conducted research on the effectiveness of
experiential learning in the classroom and has investigated the effectiveness of computer-assisted cases
in the business classroom. His research has been
published in national journals and he has published a
text on Sales Forecasting.
Cox has been at ISU for two years and received
his doctoral degree from the University of Illinois in
1981.

Alan Hickrod has conducted his research,
examining selected fiscal implications of the Illinois
legislatiye reform finance program known as the
Resource Cost Model, through ISU's Center for the
Study of Educational Finance. He also has conducted the longest running analysis in the U.S. on
the impact of the "equity goals" of state funding systems to determine if states are moving toward or
moving away from a more equitable distribution of
state funding between rich and poor school districts.
His research has been used to support constitutional
challenges in Illinois and other states.
Hickrod is a Harvard University doctoral graduate who has been at Illinois State since .1967.
Jim Butler has focused his research on the
development of realist images in lithography and the
use of the pastel medium on special handmade
papers. The research incorporates traditional techniques with new technology. It is funded in part by
the Illinois Arts Council. Butler's work has been
included in 49 competitive e~hibitions since 1982
and he has received awards at 25 of the juried exhibitions. He has been in more than 20 invitational
exhibitions in the last three years a11d has been a
visiting artist at seven universities and schools of art.
Butler is a University of Nebraska master of fin~
arts degree graduate and has been at ISU since
1976.

French journalist
writes from ISU
A French journalist who observed the last
American presidential election from Illinois
State University and reported to his 400,000
readers in the regional French newspaper,
Dauphine Libere, found the experience "more
interesting than the streets of New York or
Washington, D.C."
Paul Dreyfus spent a week on campus
and told his readers that from President Lloyd
Watkins to the youngest student, everyone
received him with cordiality, spontaneity and
absence of formality. That, he said, "is what
makes American hospitality so pleasant."

Dreyfus, who has traveled around the
world to report the news and who has covered
U.S. presid~.1Jttal elections ,since 1956, said the
university "emerges from an ocean of corn" in
the heart of the Midwest, and that ISU's campus was one featuring the beautiful colors of
autumn leaves and where squirrels jump freely
on the lawns. (In France, squirrels are more
often seen as someone's dinner.)
"In the library, everyone freely roams for
books until the wee hours," he said, "even on
Sunday," as compared to French libraries
which close earlier and do not open at all on
Sundays. "Some of the residence halls here
are higher than the tallest building in Lyon," a
city of 457,000 citizen~.
Dreyfus noted that the American students look just like West European students6lue jeans and sneakers, but unlike those students, Americans freely discuss politics in the
classroom, something considered too private
to discuss publicly in France. He said university students were not excited about the elecc
tion because "the die is cast;" and Reagan was
a shoo-in to win another four years in "Maison
Blanche," the White House.
Among his seven articles on the election,
Dreyfus wrote about going to Springfield for a
Reagan campaign appearance. He also wrote
about meeting three French students who
happened to be visiting friends at Illinois State.
Dreyfus was at ISU at the invitation of
an associate professor of French, George
Petrossian.
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/SU student group helps
schools in rural Mexico
By Marc Lebovitz
Charity work- helping those in need-goes on
mostly unnoticed except for such unfathomable
tragedies as the Ethiopian famine which receive
deserved attention in the media.
One charity effort of the many that go unheralded was by the Student Elementary Education
Board (SEEB) at Illinois State University which
recently contributed $100, raised by selling candy, to

Eight
ROTC
cadets
.
.
win comm1ss1ons
Eight Illinois State University ROTC cadets
have been selected for active duty Army appointments upon graduation in May.
Five cadets won regular Army appointments
and three won active duty Reserve Army appointments. Cadet appointments were made by the U.S.
Army from an order of merit list, which ranks cadets
based on academic performance, leadership ability,
and performance in ROTC activities.

Cadets who received regular Army appointments, with duty assignment and hometown, are:
Scott Campbell, engineer corps, Westhaven; Robert
Cassot, field artillery, Troy; Scot MacKenzie, signal
corps, Colchester; Matt Poe, military intelligence,
Gibson City; and Charles Worley, infantry, Aurora.
Cadets who received Reserve Army active duty
appointments are: Mark Maday, chemical corps,
Westchester; Phil Martin, aviation, Cerro Gordo;
and Eric McKsymick, infantry, Bloomington.
The cadets will receive the commission of
Second Lieutenant. The cadets have the choice of
accepting the commission.
MacKenzie also has been named recipient of
the Ge_prge C. Marshall award as Illinois State University's top Army ROTC cadet.
MacKenzie will be the ISU ROTC representative to the George C. Marshall Conference on
National Security at the Virginia Military Institute in
Lexington, Va., where he will receive the award. The
April 16-19 conference will bring other top cadets
from ROTC programs around the country. The conference will include top military speakers, round
table discussions, and projects for the cadets.
MacKenzie, a senior mass communications
major, earned the rank of top cadet based on his
grade point average, leadership abilities, and performance in ROTC activities.

Chemistry awards

purchase books, globes, charts, maps and other
educational materials in the Spanish language for a
number of poor rural s_chools in the San Miguel de
Allende area of Mexico.

The San Miguel Educational Foundation in
Mexico used the money to help those schools,
which are made up of children of ranchers who
often live in settlements on communally-owned
ranches. The Mexican government is obligated to
provide a teacher and a building for a school, but
the teachers are newly graduated from Mexican
normal schools and stay only one year. And the
buildings are often so run down and in such isolated
places that educational materials are rare or
0Qfl.le,xistent.~.. , •• •
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Associate Professor Pam Ritch of ISU's theater
department spent her 1982-83 sabbatical in the San
Miguel area researching folk dramas performed on
these ranches. She is preparing a book on the
"coloquios," these folk dramas performed only once
a year. But during her stay she saw the lack of educational materials. Some children were seeing their
first globe, their first chart of the human body, their
first poster showing different flowers-all basic learning tools.

Originally, SEEB was created as a student
feedback group when the Department of Curriculum and Instruction began its CORE programs. It
evolved into a group that helped students with
resume writing, with job interview tips and, in recent
years, started raising money for service awards to
outstanding faculty members and awards for the
best student teachers.
Ritch told the SEEB officers of the needs of the
Mexican schools she saw, and the group decided to
contribute $100 to the cause. Some proceeds of this
semester's candy sale and carnation sale also will be
sent to Mexico to purchase additional school aids,
according to SEEB president Lisa Lamm of
Mapleton.
Other offerings of the San Miguel Educational
Foundation are free health screening for children,
adult literacy classes, children's art classes, scholarships for local students to go to universities and the
prograrA that delivers books, maps, charts, etc., to
about' 110 rural schools in the area.

Illinois State University's department
of chemistry is establishing as many as
five scholarship awards for incoming
freshman chemistry majors for the fall
semester.
Awards range from $400 to $500 and
are sponsored by the Dow Chemical
Company. Applicants must be admitted to
ISU as a chemistry major and have a composite ACT score of 27 or higher to
qualify. Awards are given on the basis of
demonstrated ability and promise as a
future scientist.
ISU is currently ranked in the nation's
top 10 as a producer of American ChemiGal Society-certified graduates.
To apply, prospective chemistry
majors must send a letter of recommendation from their high school chemistry
teacher, a high schoql transcript of credi(s,
and a one-page statement of career goals.
~aterials should be sent to the Dow Scholarship CotJJmittee, flepartment of Chemistry, Illinois State University, Normal,
Illinois 61761.
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Three meetings set

for Texas alumni
More than 1,000 Illinois State University alumni
have been invited to three Texas cities for Alumni
Association gatherings in March.
ISU Placement Director Parker Lawlis will be
host to happy hours in Houston, the San Antonio/
Austin area, and the Dallas/ Ft. Worth area. A cash
bar and hors d'oeuvres will be provided.
Details on the events, with alumni contacts for
reservations:
- Sunday, March 10 in the Dallas/ Ft. Worth
area at Steak and Ale Restaurant: RSVP to Larry
May ('70), 11005 Cromwell, Dallas, Texas, 75229;
phone 661-1702.
- Tuesday, March 12, in the Houston area at
Steak and Ale Restaurant: RSVP to Kathy (Snow)
and David Vangeison ('76), 14214 Rivergrove Dr.,
Houston, Texas, 77070; phone 370-4536.
- Thursday, March 14, in the San Antonio/ Ft.
Worth area at Mama's Cafe: RSVP to Joyce (Webb,
'75) and Richard Penland (MS '82), 14715 Chant,
San Antonio, Texas, 78248; phone 439-1219 (home)
or 736-7472 (Joyce, at work).

-
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ISU botanist describes
early Illinois prairies
By Roger Cushman

Groves of trees were limited to the glacial
moraines that provide the region's few hilly areas.
The hills were less vulnerable to fire.
Settlers originally shunned the prairie. "They
thought that any land that would not grow trees
would not grow crops," Anderson said.
The development of steel plows in the 1840s
enabled settlers to break the thick prairie topsoil,
and the coming of the railroads in the 1850s brought
the area within reach of markets. "Prairie lands converted to crop lands quickly after that," Anderson
said.
Anderson, a professor of biological sciences,
has a special interest in the study of native vegetation, including its historical distribution as influenced
by environmental factors and human activities, and
the response of the tallgrass prairie to fire. His
research and teaching efforts have been supported
by the National Science Foundation, Illinois
_
Department of Conservation, Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Department of Energy and the Metropolitan Sanitary District of Greater Chicago.
He has been the author or co-author of one
book, two book chapters, and 45 articles in professional journals. He has presented 22 papers at

Rogers' eagle
in Washington
By Marc Lebovitz

When settlers came in the 1820s to what is now
McLean County, 90 percent of the land was covered
by grass as high a~ a person on horseback. The
remainder was forest.
Today, little of the original tallgrass prairie
remains. Some exists along railroad right-of-way, but
the only extensive area is a five-acre pioneer cemetery near the village of Weston in the northeastern
corner of the county.

The prairie, nourished by fire but destroyed by
the plow, was the topic of Illinois State University
botanist Roger C. Anderson at the Spring Arts and
Sciences Lecture in February.
Fire was important in developing the grasslands
that made McLean County one of the richest agricultural regions of the world, Anderson says. Most
of the land is relatively level and prone to fire, which
kept the land clear of trees. The grass grew 10 to 12
feet tall, with another two-thirds of the plant mass
underground where it eventually rotted to produce
the fertile soil.

Winged Magnificence

Denny Rogers of Illinois State University's
art department faculty was in Washington,
D.C., in January for the inauguration. Not
President Reagan's inauguration exactly, but
the inauguration of Rogers' " Winged Magnificence," a dramatic life-size bonded bronze
statue of an American eagle, which was on
display at an inaugural party at the Washington Hilton at the request of the Republican
National Committee.
Rogers, a bachelor's and master's degree
graduate of Illinois State, specializes in Wilderness sculpture. He worked long and hard to
create a technically accurate eagle that will
stand up to the scrutiny of a biologist even 100
years from now.

Roger C. Anderson
national meetings, 40 at regional and state meetings,
and has delivered 23 invited seminars and presentations. He was the McMullen Lecturer at Monmouth
College in 1983 and presentetthe Roger E. Wilson
Memorial Lectures at Miami University, Oxford,
Ohio, in 1984.

He is active in community affairs and has given
over 130 presentations to public and school groups.
Currently, he is a member of the Parklands Foundation Board and the Illinois Nature Preserves
Commission.
He graduated magna cum laude from Wisconsin
State College, LaCrosse, and received both master's
and doctoral degrees from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. He served on the faculties of
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, Central
State University of Oklahoma and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. He was director of the University of Wisconsin's Arboretum and taught at the
University of Oklahoma and University of Michigan
biological stations.
He joined the !SU faculry in 1976.

He started more than two years ago with
technical research, drawing up blueprints of
actual specimens of eagles provided by the
Wildlife Services division of the U.S. Department of Interior. The actual building of the
eagle began a year ago with a styrofoam model
that was built into a fiberglass-supported
rubber form that became the mold for the
bonded bronze statue.
The pose of the bird is that of an actual
eagle flying about 30 miles an hour about 15 to
20 feet from a target. The eagle is positioned in
flight, on a downstroke, so that when it grabs
the target it will be perfectly horizontal, using
its tail as a rudder, and will be able to take off
again.
Associate Professor Keith Knoblock oversaw the project and graduate student Jim
Spinner assisted Rogers in the molding and
laying up process. The project took more than
2,500 hours of work.
Although the statue was created originally to be in national wilderness sculpture
competition, various commercial interests
have cropped up. After its display at the presidential inaugural party, the statue stayed in
Washington until the spring to be displayed at
the Eagles Club 10th anniversary luncheon in
April, which about 400 major Republican
donors are expected to attend.
Thirty statues were cast from the original
mold and each is priced at $25,000.

