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712 Degrees for 
Commencement 
President Speaks August 7 

In his remarks at the Commencement program 
on August 7, President Robert G. Bone called atten­
tion to the long service of the 11 professors retiring 
at ISNU with the close of the summer session. They 
had taught 438 years all told, 311 of them at the 
University itself. He quoted from Bronson Alcott, 
who once wrote: "None can teach admirably if not 
loving his task." To the August candidates for gradu­
ation he said, "If you give of yourself and do well , 
you will find teaching a rich and satisfying experi­
ence." He aJso quoted from Quintilianus, who said, 
" A teacher must give of himself," and then advised 
the candidates, "Teaching is satisfying if you lik e to 
teach; and, if you give of yourself to your pupils and 
to teaching, you and they will find it a rich and sat­
isfying experience. M ay you each give of your mind, 
your abilities, and your spirit in whatever you do in 
the years ahead. I hope most of you will teach and 
find i t a satisfying experience." 

Degrees presented in August brought the total 
number of Master of Science in Education degrees 
awarded for the year to 90 and the number of Bache­
lor of Science in Education degrees to 622. 

Alumni Rctur.n for Reunion Activi ties 

Alt hough several thousand parents and other 
relatives of graduates attended both the June and 
August Commencements, alumni attended princi­
pally the June program that followed two days of 
special activities for former students. There were 
tours of the campus and community, luncheons, and 
informal gatherings of the reunion groups. Pictures 
of those in attendance are interspersed with the Class 
Reunion Notes in this issue of the magazine. Mrs. 
Hortense Emunds Roll ey, secretary-treasurer of the 
Alumni Association, presided at the formal trleeting 
of the organization held in connection with the Com­
mencement luncheon. She also gave reports of busi­
ness transacted by the alumni group and its Execu­
ti ve Board the past year. 

A tribute to Miss Helen K . Ryan, who had died 
the month before during her first year as alumni 
president, was presented by D r. Gertrude M. Hall, 
director of publicity and member of the Executive 
Board. Francis M. Wade, director of alumni sen·­
ices, reported on activities during 1958-59. A former 
president of the Alumni Association, Jack Stoltz, 
made the report of the nominating committee that 
resulted in the election of Wi)Jiam L. Hodge of 
Springfield as president, of Miss Lois Green of 
Bloomington as a director, and of the re-election of 
D ick Noble of Wheaton as vice-president. 
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Re-Name Building to Honor First President 
Highlight of the program was the naming of the 

Administration Building, completed in 1950, for the 
University's first president- Char les E. Hovey. The 
name had been approved at a previous meeting of 
the Teachers College Board. Tributes to President 
Hovey, who served as a general in the Union Army, 
were given by Dr. H elen E. M arshall , professor of 
history, and President Bone. 

RETIREMENT BRINGS REUNI ON 

�~� t . 

• 11.e ' 

Or. and iVlrs. Fred S. Sorrenson, seated center, marked their 
42nd wedding anniversary the same day that he partic,ipated 
in his last Commencement at JSNU on August 7, prior to 
retiring. Their family, afl alumni o( JSNU, were present: 
Mr. and M rs. Warren Polley of Antioch, where he is assis~ 
tant hig.h school principal, and Dr. and Mrs. Jesse Parsons 
of Fargo, N.D., where he i'> an associate professor at the 
North Dakota State Coll ege. 
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~,f. E. H ERRIOTT, the au1hor, and his wife are shown in 
Cape T own, which they visi '-!d t h!s year \\'.hen he had a 
si\bbat ical from the Los Angeles s-::hools. 

EVER since the Redbird Geog raphy F ield Surveys 
started about the time I g raduated from ISNU 

(Class of '16) , I have had a hankering to take o ne 
of thr-se trips. But time, money, and other personal 
matte rs seemed neve r to permit me to fulfi ll my 
wishes. No .. v I am in the midst of a trip any Redbird 
would tru.ly envy. ' 

Last August my wife and l hastily gathered to­
gether our travel kits and caught a freighter out 
of Los Angeles for the Far East. Hastily, I say, for 
only the day before we were notified that the 
A1/V ?'emerah-e would sail two days sooner than 
expected ; and only the trave ler can know what that 
docs to one no matter how far ahead pla ns have 
been n1adc. Always, the last days, even hours a nd 
minutes, arc crowded. 

Mission Half Accomplished a l Cape Town 

O ur pla n was to t ravel westwa rd around the 
world. with a wide detour around the Cape of 
Good Hope. We travel principally by freighter, or 
cargo vessel, from port to port, and then tour within 
each country as facilities oITer and ci rcumstances 
dictate. U pon reaching Europe, we will pick up a 
\ 1fcrccdes-Benz a t the factory in Stu ttgart a nd spend 
some five months renewing our acquaintance with 
Europe a nd No rth Africa. Now in mid-February, 
we- arc on a Gennan freighter with our mission half 
accomplished , for this is about the end of our 
third week ou t of Cape Town. 

From Los Angeles, we sailed to San Francisco, 
thence to ?\1anila, Hong- Kong, Pusa n, and Chiba, 
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Sabbatical 
Travel 

by M. C. Herriott 

Tokyo Bay, J apan. After five weeks in J apan, we 
sailed aboard the M /V Van S pi/bergen from Kobe 
to Hon« Kong. Two weeks later, we sh ipped for 
Bangkok on the M/V H ai Hing. From the_rc we t~ok 
a short air trip to Cambodia, then vanous trams 
down the Malay Peninsula via Penang and Kua la 
Lumpur to Singapore. 

\Ve spent Thanksgiving with a banker friend 
and his wife, and on November 29 boarded the M / V 
Straat Johore for Bombay, India, with brief stops at 
Malacca, Port Swettenham, and Penang. Upon our 
arrival in Bombay, we found that the best we could 
do was to take the SS Mozalfari 10 days la ter for 
Mombasa, K enya, British East Africa. With only 10 
days for India, we took to the air and touched the 
high spots, in true tourist fashion. 

T he ,Hoza!Jari ( Urdu mea ning " H appy T rav­
eler" ) was our first ship tha t was not a freighter 
limited to 12 passengers. On this trip, it carried 46 
in first class and 900 deck passengers. It was built 
for the M ecca pilg rim trade a nd was capable of 
carrying 1,600 deck passengers. M any of our deck 
passengers were picked up at Poral_:>unda, . where we 
made our only stop to take on Indian emigra nts for 
Africa. 

\Ve spent an enjoyable, not to say unusual, 
Christmas aboard, a nd two days later landed at 
:\fombasa. 

There' our luck ra n a bit thin. \•Ve would either 
have to I :,ve too soon or stay too long, so we chose 
to leave on the M /f/ Wa.,wick Castle, which sailed 
J an. 1, I 959. We chose this vessel which carried some 
550 passengers ( first and second class) and much 
cargo rnthcr than a freighter sa iling the sarnc elate 
because the r¥ arwick Castle would make stops at 
T anga, Zanziba r, and Dar es Salaarn, and the 
fre igh ter would not make any other port before 
Beira, M ozambique (Portuguese East Africa) . There 
we left our sh ip for a n inla nd trip th rough Rhodesia 
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and the Union of South Africa, which we took by 
train, bus, and plane. 

A month after touching Africa at Mombasa, 
we sailed on our present ship, the M/S Muansa, 
from Cape Town to Bremen, making one brief stop 
at Las Palmas in the Canary Islands. 

Next J uly we expect to take another freighter, 
this time with our car aboard, from Europe to Los 
Angeles via the Panama Canal. That will complete 
our year of sabbatical travel. 

When we reach Bremen, we will have been away 
from home six months and two days. Counting only 
those seven ships on which we have spent at least 
five days each , we will have been 90 days on ship 
board, of which 16 were spent in harbors, giving us 
a net of 74 days at sea. To this total, we must add 
our final trip across the Atlantic and up the West 
Coast to Los Angeles, which will probably be 30 
days more. 

Days on Ship Profitable 

This enumeration of places and ships must leave 
the reader very tired. Not so the traveler. That is the 
trick to it. There are few occupations more tiring 
than touring. And so it .has been with us ashore. 
During the first few days aboard ship, we do little 
more than eat and sleep and drowse on deck. Then 
~nee more we are rested, and life is interesting. Days 
spent on ships arc often our most profitable times 
in other ways besides resting. We have met and 
become good friends with people from many places 
and have had time to talk and learn much about 
their ways of living and points of view. F rom them 
we have gained insight into the places we have 
visited or expect to visit, insight that no tour guide 
( man or book ) can provide. Let us "for example" 
a bit. 

One of our very good friends is a n Indian (not 
an American Indian but an Indian Indian) w.ho 
lives in Southern Rhodesia. Only days at sea with 
his daughters on the Moza/Jari and with him and 
his daughters on the Warwick Castle would .have 
brought us together to the extent that he had suf­
fici ent confidence in me to discuss freely the color 
problem of Africa as it affects the Indians living 
there. From another point of view, we have been 
enlightened by other friends we have made aboard 
the Muansa, people who were born of English par­
entage in the Union of South Africa. They have 
a ttained positions of prestige and considerable wealth. 
Not being of Afrikaan stock ( of Dutch descent ), 

their position is also unique. But only days at sea 
broke clown their natural reticence and enabled us to 
see the color problem as they truly see and fee l it. 

Of course these have not been our only contacts 
or conversations concerning Africa south of the 
Congo. But these intimate contacts have enabled us to 
make the most of our other contacts and obser­
vations. Throughout most of our trip, ,ve have been 
the onlv Americans 'round about, which has been 
an adv;ntage, for we have avoided the p itfall of 
as~ociating only with our kind, one of the most 
obvious drawbacks to organized tours. 

Schools Benefit from Sabbaticals 

Tlefore ending this resume of our sabbatical 
travels, it appears in order to explain how a school 
principal can afford to undertake such a trip. Under 
California school law, boards of education of local 
school districts may grant sabbatical leaves of a 
half year or a year for study or travel by certificated 
employees-teachers, principals, and others employed 
in certificated positions. One draws half pay under 
bond guaranteeing that he will return to his position 
a nd serve a minimum of two years following his 
leave. Monthly salary payments are made regularly 
upon certification that the conditions of the leave 
are being met. 

It is under this law that my wife (who is a 
secretary, not certificated, and draws no pay while 
away, but is given a leave to travel with me) a nd I 
are traveling. It was also under this law that we 
spent seven months in 1950, traveling through our 
own Deep South, to Cuba and Mexico, and to 
Europe, where we spent four months. That trip, 
too, was made by freighter. 

This sabbatical leave law has clone much to 
upgrade the certificated personnel of California 
schools, and of Los Angeles in particular. Every 
year, many teachers take advantage of it to improve 
themselves, and thereby improve the schools. During 
the present )'Car, there are four secondary school 
principals on travel leave, several secondary vice• 
principals on travel and study leaves, several elemen­
tary principals traveling, and many teachers. 

Occasionally we meet teachers from other states 
a nd other lands, but rarely do we come across those 
who travel under such advantageous conditions as 
do we from California. I can but hope that our 
experience will encourage educational leaders in 
other states to make comparable provisions for their 
teachers. 

Dr. Herriott describes the way one school administrator 
and his wife have been enjoying a year of sabbatical tra­
vel. He strongly recommends a leisurely trip via freighter 
and encourages other alumni to follow a similar plan. 
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