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M. E. HERRIOTT, the author, and his wife are shown in
Cape Town, which they visi‘ed this year when he had a
sabbatical from the Los Angeles schools.

EVER since the Redbird Geography Field Surveys
started about the time T graduated from ISNU
(Class of *16), I have had a hankering to take one
of these trips. But time, money, and other personal
matters seemed never to permit me to fulfill my
wishes. Now I am in the midst of a trip any Redbird
would truly envy.

Last August my wife and I hastily gathered to-
gether our travel kits and caught a freighter out
of Los Angeles for the Far East. Hastily, I say, for
only the day before we were notified that the
M/V Temeraire would sail two days sooner than
expected; and only the traveler can know what that
does to one no matter how far ahead plans have
been made. Always, the last days, even hours and
minutes, are crowded.

Mission Half Accomplished at Cape Town

Our plan was to travel westward around the
world, with a wide detour around the Cape of
Good Hope. We travel principally by freighter, or
cargo vessel, from port to port, and then tour within
cach country as [acilities offer and circumstances
dictate. Upon reaching Europe, we will pick up a
Mercedes-Benz at the factory in Stuttgart and spend
some five months renewing our acquaintance with
Europe and North Africa. Now in mid-February,
we are on a German freighter with our mission half
accomplished, for this is about the end of our
third week out of Cape Town.

From Los Angeles, we sailed to San Francisco,
thence to Manila, Hong Kong, Pusan, and Chiba,
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Travel
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Tokyo Bay, Japan. After five weeks in Japan, we
sailed aboard the M/V Van Spilbergen from Kobe
to Hong Kong. Two weeks later, we shipped for
Bangkok on the M/V Hai Hing. From there we took
a short air trip to Cambodia, then various trains
down the Malay Peninsula via Penang and Kuala
Lumpur to Singapore.

We spent Thanksgiving with a banker friend
and his wife, and on November 29 boarded the M /17
Straat Johore for Bombay, India, with brief stops at
Malacca, Port Swettenham, and Penang. Upon our
arrival in Bombay, we found that the best we could
do was to take the §§ Mozaffari 10 days later for
Mombasa, Kenya, British East Africa. With only 10
days for India, we took to the air and touched the
high spots, in true tourist fashion.

The Mo:zaffari (Urdu meaning “Happy Trav-
eler”) was our first ship that was not a freighter
limited to 12 passengers. On this trip, it carried 46
in first class and 900 deck passengers. It was built
for the Mecca pilgrim trade and was capable of
carrying 1,600 deck passengers. Many of our deck
passengers were picked up at Porabunda, where we
made our only stop to take on Indian emigrants for
Africa.

We spent an enjoyable, not to say unusual,
Christmas aboard, and two days later landed at
Mombasa.

There our luck ran a bit thin. We would either
have to 1 ave too soon or stay too long, so we chose
to leave on the M/ Warwick Castle, which sailed
Jan. 1, 1959, We chose this vessel which carried some
550 passengers (first and second class) and much
cargo rather than a freighter sailing the same date
because the Warwick Castle would make stops at
Tanga, Zanzibar, and Dar es Salaam, and the
freighter would not make any other port before
Beira, Mozambique (Portuguese East Africa). There
we left our ship for an inland trip through Rhodesia
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and the Union of South Africa, which we took by
train, bus, and plane.

A month after touching Africa at Mombasa,
we sailed on our present ship, the M/S Muansa,
from Cape Town to Bremen, making one brief stop
at Las Palmas in the Canary Islands.

Next July we expect to take another freighter,
this time with our car aboard, from Europe to Los
Angeles via the Panama Canal. That will complete
our year of sabbatical travel.

When we reach Bremen, we will have been away
from home six months and two days. Counting only
those seven ships on which we have spent at least
five days each, we will have been 90 days on ship
board, of which 16 were spent in harbors, giving us
a net of 74 days at sea. To this total, we must add
our final trip across the Atlantic and up the West
Coast to Los Angeles, which will probably be 30
days more.

Days on Ship Profitable

This enumeration of places and ships must leave
the reader very tired. Not so the traveler. That is the
trick to it. There are few occupations more tiring
than touring. And so it has been with us ashore.
During the first few days aboard ship, we do little
more than eat and sleep and drowse on deck. Then
once more we are rested, and life is interesting. Days
spent on ships are often our most profitable times
in other ways besides resting. We have met and
become good friends with people from many places
and have had time to talk and learn much about
their ways of living and points of view. From them
we have gained insight into the places we have
visited or expect to visit, insight that no tour guide
(man or book) can provide. Let us “for example”
a bit.

One of our very good friends is an Indian (not
an American Indian but an Indian Indian) who
lives in Southern Rhodesia. Only days at sea with
his daughters on the Mozaffari and with him and
his daughters on the Warwick Castle would have
brought us together to the extent that he had suf-
ficient confidence in me to discuss freely the color
problem of Africa as it affects the Indians living
there. From another point of view, we have been
enlightened by other friends we have made aboard
the Muansa, people who were born of English par-
entage in the Union of South Africa. They have
attained positions of prestige and considerable wealth.
Not being of Afrikaan stock (of Dutch descent),

their position is also unique. But only days at sea
broke down their natural reticence and enabled us to
see the color problem as they truly see and feel it.

Of course these have not been our only contacts
or conversations concerning Africa south of the
Congo. But these intimate contacts have enabled us to
make the most of our other contacts and obser-
vations. Throughout most of our trip, we have been
the only Americans 'round about, which has been
an advantage, for we have avoided the pitfall of
associating only with our kind, one of the most
obvious drawbacks to organized tours.

Schools Benefit from Sabbaticals

Before ending this resume of our sabbatical
travels, it appears in order to explain how a school
principal can afford to undertake such a trip. Under
California school law, boards of education of local
school districts may grant sabbatical leaves of a
half year or a year for study or travel by certificated
employees-—teachers, principals, and others employed
in certificated positions. One draws half pay under
bond guaranteeing that he will return to his position
and serve a minimum of two years following his
leave. Monthly salary payments are made regularly
upon certification that the conditions of the leave
are being met.

It is under this law that my wife (who is a
secretary, not certificated, and draws no pay while
away, but is given a leave to travel with me) and T
are traveling. It was also under this law that we
spent seven months in 1950, traveling through our
own Deep South, to Cuba and Mexico, and to
Europe, where we spent four months. That trip,
too, was made by freighter.

This sabbatical leave law has done much to
upgrade the certificated personnel of California
schools, and of Los Angeles in particular. Every
year, many teachers take advantage of it to improve
themselves, and thereby improve the schools. During
the present year, there are four secondary school
principals on travel leave, several secondary vice-
principals on travel and study leaves, several elemen-
tary principals traveling, and many teachers.

Occasionally we meet teachers from other states
and other lands, but rarely do we come across those
who travel under such advantageous conditions as
do we from California. I can but hope that our
experience will encourage educational leaders in
other states to make comparable provisions for their
teachers.

Dr. Herriott describes the way one school administrator
and his wife have been enjoying a year of sabbatical tra-
vel. He strongly recommends a leisurely trip via freighter
and encourages other alumni to follow a similar plan.
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