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Robert G. Bone
By Richard T . Godfrey

The Bone Era is nearing an end and Illinois State
University will never be the same.
How do you embody the spirit of a man, the mere
presence of whom has had such a striking effect, such
an ~xtraordinary influence on those surrounding him
. .. on an institution that has begun, under his guidance, to look skyward?
Dr. Robert G. Bone, who will be leaving Illinois
State University this coming August 31 after 11 years
as president, is that type of man.
President Bone, in speaking of the late Ambassador
Adlai E. Stevenson, has said, "A great man has passed
our way, in our time." The same description might well
apply to the president of Illinois State University.
In this special edition of The Quarterly, leading
representatives from the campus, the community, and
the state, reflect on the contributions of this great
educator. The magazine is intended to show the many
and varied facets of Dr. Bone, who is perhaps truly a
"man for all seasons," or even more accurately, a man

for all people.
Under Robert G. Bone's tutelage, Illinois State
University has entered the most dynamic period in the
history of higher education and has weathered the
sometimes stormy seas of challenge and change. From
a great, largely Midwest-oriented university of teacher
education, ISU has established the firm footing to become an even greater university of unlimited boundaries, educationally as well as geographically.
All too often, educational programs at great universities experiencing rapid growth are, in the eyes of
the general public, shunted to the background in favor
of the more readily measurable figures of enrollment
growth, increases in faculty, or building expansion.

•

The True

And while these factors are vital to, and an integral
part of the total program, yet the basic, the primary
role of a university continues to be the disseminating
and assimilating of knowledge in the advanced fields
of study.
This is the true test, the true measure.
A university president can also be evaluated in part
by the type of person he attracts to his campus to work
with him. A roll-call of the administrative staff and
faculty at 1SU leaves this question in no doubt.
Many of the staff members President Bone has
brought to this University will move on to positions of
greater responsibility, applying in a new setting those
qualities already recognized here. But Illinois State University has been so much the better for having them
and having had a president who could attract persons
of their caliber.
Still more, however, will stay and will continue
to exert their energies, their influence, and their talents
in helping a new president to carry on and expand the
fine work that has been done in molding Illinois State
University into the quality institution which it is.
Illinois State University, through the guiding influence of President Bone and with the unexcelled contributions of a superior faculty, staff, and student body,
and the support it has received from its many friends,
must be granted a place of honor in the adjudication
of higher education in America today.
When Robert Gehlmann Bone came to this campus
on September 1, 1956, as the ninth president of ISU,
he brought with him a wealth of experience and dedication in his chosen field.
He found a single-purpose institution, one dedicated solely to the "grandest of enterprises," teacher
education.

Measure of a University President
A reflection on the University of 1956 produces a
sharp contrast to Illinois State as it exists today. An
enrollment of 3,213 has grown, despite a rigid admissions policy, to 9,699, with over 10,500 expected this
coming fall. The high scholarship ability of entering
students is shown in the fact that only 7.1 per cent of
the freshman class were dropped because of poor scholarship. This in tum has resulted in an unprecedented
holding power for the University which has leveled off
ISU's upper division (junior, senior, and graduate
student) and the lower division (freshman and sophomore) enrollments. For example, the senior class of
1966 actually had more students than the junior class
of the preceding year.
The educational program has experienced a striking change from that of 11 years ago. I n 1956, ISU
had a total of 783 course offerings. There are now 923.
Numerically, this is not an astounding change. But the
substance of the academic program has been altered
considerably to meet th,• challenges of a changing
society.
Structure wise, of course. the University has expanded beyond its sole teacher education function and
now offers career preparation fields in three colleges,
Arts and Sciences, Applied Science and Technology,
and Education, with a fourth, a College of Business,
planned for operation next fall. Future colleges may
encompass the fields of physical education and the fine
arts.

The number of faculty members has increased from
310 in 1957 to 756 this fall. Individual faculty salaries
have nearly doubled in that same time span, enabling
ISU to attract some of the top college teachers available, despite the heavy competition for university faculty
today.

Anyone who was on the JSU campus in 1956 when
President !lone began as president would have a difficult time in recognizing the University of today.
The campus that consisted of 15 buildings valued
at $13 million in 1956 now has more than 35 major
buildings with a valuation of over $50 million, with
projects valued at more than $40 million planned to
get under way this year.
A great deal has happened to Illinois State University in the II-year presidency of Robert G. Bone. It
would be remiss, of cours(\ not to mention one of the
most significant changes, that involving the name, com•
ing in 1964 following a faculty-initiated campaign to
remove the word "Normal." leaving Illinois State Uni•
versity.
It is not enough to say that President Bone will be
missed. H is quick smile, his friendly greeting, his wise
leadership have left their mark forever on this campus.
He has been a president of presidents, But of more\
importance to the people of ISU, he has been "our
president."
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The Students'
President

'

'

The decode of Dr. Robert G. Bone's presidency at Illinois State University has been one
of expansion of purpose and unprecedented
growth, marked by increasing quality in education.
It is a tribute to Dr. Bone that he has recognized the fact that the spirit of a university
depends on more than its academic offering.
This is why he is affectionately known as,
"The Students' President."
We, the students of ISU, will remember
Dr. Bone most for the kind of man he is. His
warmth and deep concern for students have
been reflected over and over.

May the "Spirit of Bone" always prevail
at Illinois State University and in the hearts
and minds of her students.
Douglas C. Bush,
President, Student Senate

BONE FUND HEADQUARTERS
A Student Project for the Future
Academic Excellence of Illinois State

HAPPINESS IS . . .
. . . A Welcome Home by Thousonds of Students
After o Month in Egypr for Stole Deportment
November, 1964
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The
Faculty-Staff
President

We, the facu lty of Illinois State University, deeply appreciate the years of
devoted service Robert G. Bone has given to this university. We respect him as a
scholar, teacher, and leader. We cherish the democratic system that has prevailed
during his administration. We are grateful for the 11 years that President Bone
has so unselfishly given to us.
Stanley B. Shuman, Chairman, University Council

To the Civil Service staff, President Bone represents the epitome of understanding and consideration for all non-academic personnel at Illinois State University. His active participation in Civil Service social activities is another facet
of his devoted service and personal contribution. We cannot forget a president
who, in so many ways, showed his concern for us.
Jerry Pickett, President, Civil Service Counci l

Charting the Future Course of a Great University

A President
For Alumni
As we reflect on Illinois State University's
long and gracious history, attention seems to
focus on the post 10 years. This period best
con be described as the decode when ISU
grew from o locally recognized small school
to o major institution, known nationally for
its excellence in teacher preparation. President
Bone's dynamic leadership, academic awareness, keen interest in people, and unselfish
loyalty to mankind hove been the cornerstones
for this decode of progress.
It has been said: "A university is but the
lengthened shadow of a great man." If that
be true, President Bone's shadow will be
etched permanently in the history of higher
education. The significant communities of Illinois State University-alumni, faculty, students, and administrative staff-now are challenged with the difficult task of maintaining
the prestigious record of Robert G. Bone.
LeRoy Noel, President
Alumni Association

Dr. Bone with Mrs. Louisa Scott Campbell, Dip. 1882

President, Mrs. Bone w ith Alumni President LeRoy Noel

A Community Friend
By any tangible measure- be it number of
students, faculty, or physical p lant-the university hos grown more under President Bone
than in oil its previous history. But in spite of
this fantastic growth, the university is more
closely knit today, there 1s o better feeling
between student and faculty, than ever before.
Therein lies Bob Bone·s real genius. He hos
humanized the school, combining t he unflagging drive of the born administrator with o
gay good humor that has infected the whole
place. He hos truly been rsu·s "'Mon for All

Seasons."
Loring C. Merwin
Publisher, The Doily Pantograph
No president in the history of Ill inois State
University hos done more to establish rapport between the community and the University than has Bob Bone. His task during this
period of such tremendous g rowth of the
University has 01 times been almost overwhelming. Yet, he hos always been able to
find time to meet and maintain liaison with
both the citizens and their representatives in
government to the extent that today, I am
sure there is an appreciation that \SU is a
part of and important to the community. I
am honored to be able to count Bob Bone
as a friend.
David Davis
Former Senator, 28th District

A Salute to a Retiring Clergyman, Rev. O'Brian

I
Governor Kerner,
President Bone, and
Mayor Spear Help
Normal Mark Its
Centennial in 1965

A Community
Expresses Its
Admiration

for
President Bone

A State's Appreciation
Dr. Robert G. Bone has served as president
of Illinois State University from the beginning
of its second century. We, who ore responsible
for governing Illinois, appreciate President
Bone· s patience, dedication, energy, character, and wisdom as he hos endeavored to
bring to full realization the University as
originally envisioned by its early founders.
From the start of his tenure, he grasped how
important it is to the people of this state that
all the resources of the University be developed and brought to bear upon the needs o1
our time.
Otto Kerner
Governor of Illinois

It is with o sense of great concern for the
future of Illinois State University that I ponder
its existence without Robert G. Bone as its
chief executive. Truiy great things have happened to the University during his direction
and inspiration. His tremendous energy and
outstanding ability to inspire people to perform effectively and productively will be
thoroughly missed.
William C. Horris
Senator, 16th District

State Superintendent of Schools Ray Page Meets with Dr. Bone

An Important Event. . . . Signing of Nome Change Legislation
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With Former Governor Stratton

Family
God made all the creatures,
And gave them our love and our fear,
To give sign, we and they are
His children, one family here.
- Robert Browning
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President and Sons ·in New U High

A Host to Visiting Dignitaries

President Bone, Sir Anthony Eden, Adlai E. Stevenson III

The HUMOR of a President

It's All Right

A Sense of Humor
Is the Just
Balance of All the
Faculties of Man

A Colleague
The Univer;Jy of 11 inois

is proud that

Robert G. Bone is identified wih it as alumnus,
former faculty member and former administrator Others will speak of President Bone's
contributions to Illinois State University.
His effectiveness was predicted, however,
for he took ta the presidency of Illinois State
not only the experience of his success ot the
University of Illinois, at the American School
in Alexandria, Egypt, and at Lincoln College,
but the personal qualities which have won
him

high regard among friends, associates,

and colleagues in all of the tasks he has
unde•taken.
Illinois has been enriched by the work of
this man as have the lives of countless people
in the stole and beyond.
David D. Henry, President
University of ' llinois

A Meeting of Presidents .. . Dr. Bone ond Dr. Leslie Holmes of Northern Illinois University, and seated, Dr. Jerome Sachs, Northeastern
Illinois State College: Dr. A. L. Knoblauch, Western Il linois University; Dr. Milton Byrd, Chicago State College, and Dr. Quincy Doudna,
Eastern Illinois University.

A Board Chairman
Tribute

s

Since the creation of the Illinois State Board
of Higher Education, I have enjoyed both a
personal and professional association with
Dr. Robert G. Bone.
As one of the leading university adminis•
!rotors in this state, Dr. Bone has worked with
the State Board of Higher Education during its
formative years, lending his experienced counsel and constructive suggestions whenever
needed.
On behalf of the Board of Higher Education,
I congratulate Dr. Bone upon his retirement
from the presidency of Illinois State University
and commend him for a job well done. Our
best wishes go with him in whatever chal•
lenges he faces in the future.
Ben W. Heineman, Chairman
Board of Higher Education

At Inauguration in 1957
.. With Board Chairman Lewis Walker

President Bone with Board Chairman
Richard Nelson and Dr. Frederick
McKelvey, Executive Officer, left.

A Scene During Board of Governors
Meeting with Dr. Bone in Center

A Man
For All
Season,s

'
For All
People
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The Campus of
Illinois State
University in
1956, at left,
when President Bone
came, and in 1967,
below, as he prepares
to retire.

A Campus Grows Under the Leadership of a Dynamic President

T'oday, More Than Ever Be£ore,
the Right Education is the Best
Defense for a Democracy
Robert G Bone
from His Inaugural Address
Oct. 4, 1957

